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Welcome to the Open House Public Meeting on the
Environmental Assessment, or EA, for the US 90 Pearl River
Bridges. The meeting is sponsored by the Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development, the
Mississippi Department of Transportation, and the Federal
Highway Administration.

This recorded presentation provides an overview of planning
undertaken to date and the work that will be accomplished in
preparation of an Environmental Assessment document for
this proposed project.
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An additional Public Meeting on this project is scheduled in 
Louisiana for:

Tuesday, September 27, 2016
4:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Northshore High School Library
100 Panther Drive
Slidell, LA  70461



Read from slide.
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The project limits extend along US 90 from US 190 in Louisiana to
the US 90 intersection with Kelly Road / 7th Avenue in Pearlington,
MS. The project provides improvements to the five US 90 bridges
crossing the Pearl River waterways.
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An Environmental Assessment, known as an EA, is being prepared for the proposed
project.

An EA contains a Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action; an Analysis of Alternatives; a
Comparison of Impacts; Public Comments; and Findings.

The Purpose and Need of the project is preliminary. Currently, LADOTD and MDOT are in
the process of developing reasonable and feasible alternatives to address the need and
evaluating the effects of the alternatives to the community and the environment.

In the future, this evaluation will be summarized in an Environmental Assessment.
LADOTD and MDOT plan on holding a public hearing in each state to present the EA. After
the public comment period, the EA will be finalized and submitted by LADOTD and MDOT
to the Federal Highway Administration with a recommendation of the preferred alternative
and a request that a “Finding of No Significant Impact,” be made.
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Read from slide.

Please provide us with your thoughts, comments, and concerns.



Read from slide.
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Read from Slide.
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Read from slide.
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Read from slide.
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Read from slide.
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The existing East Pearl span is a swing span structure. The
navigation channel is 90-foot, and in the open position there is no
vertical restriction. In the closed position, the existing span is
approximately 10’ above high water.

The US Coast Guard requested that the navigation channel
clearances of the replacement US 90 structure match the
navigation clearances of the I-10 span crossing of the East Pearl
River to the north. To accomplish this, the horizontal clearance of
new structures are increased from 90‘ to 115’ and the vertical
clearance is set at 73’ above High Water. Both fixed and movable
span alternatives are proposed. The movable span
alternatives would be set at 25’ above high water with the
bridge in the closed position.
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Read from slide.
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Read from slide.

Both lift span and bascule span alternatives have been developed.
Exhibits are provided in the meeting showing details of the lift and
bascule span alternatives as proposed.
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Read from slide.
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Read from slide.
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The existing West Pearl River lift span provides horizontal navigation clearance of
90’. Vertical clearance of the existing lift span is 50’ with the bridge in the open
position. In the closed position, the existing span is approximately 10’ above high
water. The existing navigation clearance will be maintained.

Both fixed and movable span alternatives are proposed. The movable span
alternatives are set above the FEMA DFIRM elevation. This would place the new
bridge low chord approximately 7.5’ higher than the elevation of the existing lift span
in the closed position.
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Read from slide.
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Read from slide.
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All three of the existing middle pearl river bridges are pony truss
fixed span structures which provide horizontal navigation
clearance of 60’. Vertical clearance of the existing fixed spans is
approximately 10’ above high water. New bridges will provide the
existing horizontal clearance, and the low chord elevation of each
bridge will be governed by the LADOTD storm surge flood criteria.
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Read from slide.
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Read from slide.
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Read from slide.
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The meeting exhibits station presents detailed drawings of the
proposed alternatives currently under consideration.

The roadway corridor will be continuously open to traffic as new
bridges are constructed.

Access to abutting properties is shown on the exhibits and staff are
available to answer your questions.
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Please note that the information presented today represents 
a conceptual plan. The alternatives as presented may be 
modified and other alternatives may be developed for 
consideration. 

Your comments tonight will help us carry the project forward 
through the Environmental Assessment.



As part of the environmental process, LADOTD and MDOT will
address any comments from this meeting; complete data review,
field work, and the Environmental Assessment document; hold a
public hearing in each state; and request approval of a Finding of
No Significant Impact from the Federal Highway Administration.
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Read from slide.
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Thank you for your interest in tonight’s meeting. If you wish to make a comment,
verbal or written, please see a staff member at the Comment Table. Comment
forms are provided as the last page of your meeting handout.

Your comments are important because community concerns and preferences are
factors that are considered in the Environmental Assessment being prepared for this
project. We need to know if there are any issues or opportunities with the project as
proposed.

Comments received tonight or post-marked by October 11, 2016 will be part of the
official transcript of this public meeting.
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Again, thank you for your participation in this Public Meeting.
Please visit the remaining stations to view the exhibits and
provide your comments.

This presentation will repeat every 15 minutes.




