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1 INTRODUCTION 

A public meeting for the Florida Avenue Project Environmental Assessment (EA) was held at St. David 

Catholic School Gymnasium, 1230 Lamanche Street, New Orleans, LA  70117 on Thursday, September 

8, 2016.  The meeting was held from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and was open to the public. An officials 

meeting was held from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the same day. 

This document provides copies of the public meeting materials, sign-in sheets, and a summary of the 

September 8, 2016 meeting events.  Comments received from the date of the public meeting through the 

close of the comment period on September 28, 2016, are provided.   

2 MEETING NOTIFICATION 
A public meeting notice was published in The New Orleans Advocate on August 24, 2016, Louisiana 

Weekly on August 29, 2016, The Times-Picayune on August 31, 2016 and The St. Bernard Voice on 

September 2, 2016.  The advertised copies of the meeting notice are provided in Appendix A.   

Local media was informed about the meeting via press release.  A public service announcement was also 

issued to local radio stations.  The press release, public service announcement and media list are 

provided in Appendix B.   

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) posted the meeting notice on 

the project webpage http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=97. 

The meeting notice was mailed and/or emailed to the state and parish Solicitation of Views list, which 
included state and parish elected officials and agency representatives.  The meeting notice was issued via 

mail and/or door hanger to residences, businesses, and churches within the immediate vicinity of the 

project corridor.  As an extension of the outreach effort, the churches were provided with flyers containing 

the meeting notice for distribution to their congregations.  In addition, the meeting notice was issued via 

email to multiple neighborhood organizations for distribution to their members.   A sample of the public 

meeting notice and copy of the mail/email distribution lists are provided in Appendix C.   

3 MEETING EVENTS 

The officials meeting preceded the public meeting, which provided them an opportunity to preview the 

current materials and displays related to the EA process for the project.  LADOTD representatives and 

members of the consultant team were available to discuss the project and answer questions in 

preparation for the public meeting.   

The meeting was organized in an informal, open-house format.  The purpose of the meeting was to 

present an overview of the proposed project and provide an opportunity to obtain comments.  Graphic 

displays included the study area, typical sections, alternatives, existing travel patterns, design challenges, 

Caffin Park rendering, build rendering, and bridge matrix.  Attendees received the following handouts:  a 

comment form, fact sheet, study area map, and a sheet highlighting design challenges.  Attendees also 

obtained information informally from LADOTD representatives, the consultant team, and exhibits

displayed at the meeting.  A copy of the comment form and handouts are provided in Appendix D.  

http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=97
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The exhibits were displayed around the meeting room and additional copies were placed on tabletops as 

an alternate viewing option.  The exhibits are provided on the project webpage 

http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=97.     

4 MEETING ATTENDANCE 

A total of 119 persons registered their attendance on the sign-in sheets.  Of these persons, 88 were 

members of the public, 12 were elected officials or their representatives, and 19 were members of the 

project consultant team.  Copies of the sign-in sheets are provided in Appendix F.   

5 COMMENTS 

The public was offered two opportunities for submitting their comments for the record during the public 

meeting.   A comment form was provided with the meeting handouts (Appendix D) and a transcriber was 

available during the course of the meeting to record verbal comments.  Written comments received via 

U.S. mail and postmarked by the close of the comment period, which was established as September 28, 

2016, are provided in Appendix G.  Comments received by electronic mail through the close of the 

comment period are also provided in Appendix G.  A copy of the transcript of verbal comments and 

transcript certification is provided in Appendix H.   

Some attendees provided informal comments and/or asked questions of project team members during 

the meeting.  Most of these comments, which are provided below, were also repeated to the transcriber, 

written on the comment forms, or sent by email.     

General 

 What is the purpose of this project?

 When will this be constructed and operational?

 When will this study be completed?

 Where will there be access points to get to new Florida Avenue?

 Will Louisa Street still cross over Florida Avenue?

 Will there be access points to Tupelo and will drivers be able to cross Tupelo as they can
now?

 Why was Tupelo chosen for improvements?

 What is the benefit of this new facility to residents along Tupelo and the Lower 9th?

 How tall is the fixed bridge?

 When do I find out if my house will be purchased or if my property will be acquired?

 Why are you expanding the SELA canal?

Public Involvement 

 Are we having another meeting in St. Bernard Parish too?  If not, why?

 Why isn’t this meeting at Delgado instead of this location?

 Why isn’t this meeting in the Desire neighborhood; will there be another meeting for
New Orleans Residents?

 Where will the next meeting be held?

 This is a lot of information for people to understand. Comments would be more
meaningful if people had more time to understand this information.

http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=97
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 Who owns Arcadis, who are you really working for?

 Where’s the rest of the citizens, why wasn’t everyone invited?

 Written comments is a literacy test. You’re not accepting comments from everyone.
(note: referred to verbal comment station)

 What website can I go to view these materials later?

 Where are the 1985, 2007, and Stage 0 studies located on the DOTD website?

Funding 

 Why are the residents of this area bearing the burden of improvement again after all
they’ve lost in Katrina?

 The Meraux Foundation is willing to donate land along the middle, blue N-S Phase 4
option, but not forever and with condition that the Benjamin Street region be avoided
by an alignment that loops around it with an alignment in the Central wetlands (approx.
1 mile).

 Why an expensive project like this being proposed when there is has been so little done
to bring back the region since Katrina?

 Why wasn’t this built immediately after Katrina, why wait until everyone is settled and
most of the neighborhood rebuilt?

 Does this project have funding?

 Are private dollars funding this project? This project is probably funded by the O&G (i.e.
oil and gas) industry as residents will not benefit from these improvements.

Alternatives 

 Why can’t improvements be made adjacent to the Barracks property instead of along
Tupelo?

 Why can’t this project end at the blue, middle N-S Phase 4 alignment instead of
extending to Paris?

 Paris Road should be the location for the N-S improvements as its commercial; it should
be improved in a way to continue widening it as the major corridor in the future.

 The proposed connections from the new bridge to Elysian Fields and Paris Road only
seem to serve large industrial traffic. Would be most in favor of restricting large trucks
to Paris Road up to I-510 to get out of St. Bernard Parish rather than encouraging them
to proceed through pedestrian and bicycle-friendly neighborhoods. Personal cars will
use the new bridge regardless of these “faster” connections.

 We need “2 bridges” but no Florida avenue improvements.

 Adding additional traffic to Elysian Fields is not a good idea. Elysian Fields is already
heavily congested.

 How will you cross the tracks at Oliver Yard? It needs to be an overpass.

 Almonaster Drive is heavily traveled so that should remain, what about an elevated
roundabout similar to the one at Causeway and Airline?

 Is it possible to connect the proposed project directly to I-10 rather than having to
connect via Elysian Fields, with the hope that this would alleviate some traffic
congestion on Elysian Fields?
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 There is an effort underway in St. Bernard Parish to develop the former school bus barn 
into a railroad siding/transfer facility.  Would be possible to tie that facility directly to 
the proposed project to increase connectivity? 

 Can there be a turning point into the neighborhood closer than Tupelo (i.e. Caffin)? 

Constraints 

 Tupelo Street was built above a canal in the early ‘70s, is above a hollow culvert and not 
built to withstand heavy truck traffic. 

 The red, westernmost N-S Phase 4 option impacts planned residential development and 
is in conflict with St. Bernard Parish efforts.  

 The City has an ordinance that does not allow the RR tracks to be blocked for more than 
5 minutes, so RR closures should not be as great of a problem as noted. 

 The region has done so much to bring the Central Wetlands back that we want to make 
sure that this project does not impact that progress. 

 Will the vehicle emissions affect the wildlife in the canal? 

 Conflict with St. Bernard Parish efforts to market the area for development / growth. 

 What can be done to incorporate sustainable drainage into this project? (bioswales and 
raingardens) This region has a problem with street flooding and subsidence. More needs 
to be done than simply pumping water off the streets. 

 The proposed lock will be a deep draft facility, will the new bridge consider that? 

 The IHNC is going to be widened, are you aware of that? 

 How can this project just wipe out established neighborhoods? (St. Bernard Parish) 

 Why are African Americans with a lower income the ones being pushed from their 
homes yet again? (Lower Ninth Ward, Orleans Parish) 
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BY WILL SENTELL
wsentell@theadvocate.com

Gov. John Bel Edwards asked
President Barack Obama for a
wide range of flood relief Tues-
day, including having the feder-
al government pick up a larger
than normal share of recovery
costs, dollars to construct the
Comite River Diversion Proj-
ect and assistance for battered
homeowners who lacked flood
insurance.

“While we do not doubt the
ability of our citizens to recover,
we need the help of the federal
government,” Edwards said in a
four-page letter to Obama, who
toured flooded areas in Zachary
to get a firsthand view of the
flood of 2016.

The governor said the flood,
combined with other problems,
“is testing our spirit in ways we
have not seen since the chal-
lenges posed by Hurricane
Katrina.”

In his message to the presi-
dent, Edwards asked that
Louisiana be relieved from the
requirement that it pay for 25
percent of repair costs.

He said well over 100,000
homes were damaged or de-
stroyed and that in March
more than 29,000 homes were
damaged or destroyed in flood-
ing in north Louisiana, as well
as damages to public roads,
buildings and bridges.

“I therefore ask you to re-
duce Louisiana’s cost share
from 25 percent to 10 percent,”
Edwards said in his letter.

In another area, the gover-
nor said the Comite River Di-
version Project was authorized
in 1994, and residents have paid
taxes for it for nearly 20 years.

If it had been in operation, Ed-
wards said, a significant portion
of water from the Comite River
would have been diverted to the
Mississippi River “and away
from homes and businesses in
East Feliciana, St. Helena, East
Baton Rouge and Livingston
parishes.”

The governor asked Obama
to authorize $125 million for the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
for the federal share of the proj-
ect, which already has won con-
gressional authorization.

In a third area, Edwards re-
quested block grant disaster re-
covery dollars be included in the
president’s supplemental bud-
get request to Congress since
many homeowners lacked flood
insurance, or were not required
to carry it.

Without such assistance, he
said, “many neighborhoods and
communities will not be able to
recover.”

After touring damaged
homes, Obama noted to report-
ers that lots of damaged resi-
dences lacked flood insurance.

He said what FEMA Admin-
istrator Craig Fugate is doing,
and been instructed to do, “is
let’s get the money out as fast
as we can.”

“Because we know that
there’s going to be a certain
amount of assistance that’s go-
ing to be forthcoming, so there’s

no point in waiting,” Obama said.
“We kind of make initial esti-

mates and start pushing stuff
out,” he said.

In another letter to Obama, the
ranking Democrat on the House
CommitteeonFinancialServices
askedthatLouisiana’s25percent
share of disaster assistance be
shelved entirely.

U.S. Rep. Maxine Waters,
D-Calif., said for a variety of
reasons the “bulk” of recovery
dollars should come from the
federal government.

In his letter, Edwards also
asked for road and bridge repair
dollars, including up to $25 mil-
lionfor thesouthLouisianaflood.

He said a task force to oversee
the recovery is in the works.

“WhileIknowourbestdaysre-
main in front of us, we need help
from the federal government to
get us there,” Edwards wrote.

Elizabeth Crisp, of The Advo-
cate Capitol news bureau, con-
tributed to this report.

Governor asks Obama for
wide range of flood relief

ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTO BY MAX BECHERER
President Barack Obama shakes hands with Louisiana Gov. John
Bel Edwards after emerging from Air Force One at Baton Rouge
Metropolitan Airport on Tuesday.

He was joined by Gov. John
Bel Edwards; U.S. Sens. David
Vitter and Bill Cassidy; Con-
gressmen Cedric Richmond
and Garret Graves; East Ba-
ton Rouge Parish Mayor-Pres-
ident Kip Holden; and FEMA
Administrator Craig Fugate,
who has been in Louisiana for
the past week to coordinate
response efforts.

More than 120,000 Louisiana
residents in the 20 parishes
that have received federal
disaster declarations have
applied for assistance from
FEMA. The federal govern-
ment says it already has au-
thorized more than $127 mil-
lion in payouts.

“We’re going to need to stay
on this because these are
some good people down here,”
Obama said.

“We’re glad that the fami-
lies I had a chance to meet are
safe, but they’ve got a lot of
work to do, and they shouldn’t
have to do it alone.”

Edwards had presented
Obama with a four-page let-
ter of requests for federal as-
sistance, including assistance
with a task force Edwards
says he will create to handle
recovery efforts moving for-
ward, an expansion of commu-
nity disaster loans and other
disaster dollars from the fed-
eral government.

“The people of Louisiana
are strong and resilient,”
Edwards wrote in the letter.
“However, the severity of this
flood event, combined with
the other difficulties faced in
this state over the last several
months, is testing our spirit in
ways we have not seen since
the challenges posed by Hur-
ricane Katrina.”

After Obama had depart-
ed for Washington at about
3:15 p.m. Tuesday, Edwards
said he was impressed with
the president’s visit. He said
he had about 20 minutes unin-
terrupted to further stress his
request to the president over
the course of the trip.

“We had an opportunity to
give him a full briefing on the
extent of the damage here,”
Edwards said. “He seemed
very receptive.”

The president walked
door-to-door in the Zachary
neighborhood, hugging flood
victims in their driveways be-
fore going with them to view
the damage that has wrecked
their homes. Houses in the
area received 2 to 3 feet of
water in the flood. Every one
of them had piles of debris lin-
ing their yards — waterlogged
mattresses, soggy carpeting
and insulation, broken-down
furniture. The smell of mil-
dew and rotting food wafted
in the air.

“I wish I was coming at a
better time, but I’m glad to
see everybody’s safe,” said
Obama, who was dressed
down in khakis and a blue
button-down shirt with the
sleeves rolled up in the sunny,
90-degree summer weather.

Naketa Woods stood in
her driveway, holding up an
iPhone as the president ap-
proached after speaking to
several of her neighbors.
Woods has lived in the home
on Judith Drive for several
years.

“We lost everything,” she
said, including two vehicles.
“We have to start all over.”

Obama had faced some criti-
cism in recent days for not
traveling to the flood-affected

area sooner. He was vacation-
ing in Martha’s Vineyard,
Massachusetts, when the flood
hit. Edwards, also a Democrat,
had defended the Obama’s de-
lay, saying that a presidential
visit could take away from
needed resources as homes
remained flooded and rescue
efforts were underway.

GOP presidential candidate
Donald Trump traveled to
flooded neighborhoods in East
Baton Rouge, Livingston and
Ascension parishes on Friday.
Democratic presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton has said
she will travel to Louisiana but
has provided no specific date
or details about that trip.

Woods said Obama’s visit
was important to the commu-
nity.

“It shows us that he hasn’t
forgotten us,” Woods said.

Obama approached Woods
with a hug. “I’m so sorry for
everything that’s going on,”
he told her. “It’s a beautiful
home.”

Two large leather couches,
mattresses and office furni-
ture were among the items
that Woods and her family had
piled up on the front lawn.

After viewing the damage,
Obama said he was “heart-
broken” by the loss that sur-
rounded him.

“People’s lives have been up-
ended by this flood,” he said.
“This is not just about prop-
erty damage. This is about
people’s roots.”

Obama also traveled to a
disaster recovery center that
has been set up at the Zachary
Men’s Club to meet with local
volunteers.

Later he spent about 20 min-
utes in a closed meeting with
families of Alton Sterling, a
37-year-old black man who
was killed in an altercation
with police on July 5, and of-
ficers slain and wounded in a
convenience store attack less
than two weeks later.

The White House would
not provide additional details
about that meeting, and the
president did not comment
publicly. It was unclear who
was represented among the
families of the three slain of-
ficers.

Killed in the deadly attack
were Baton Rouge police Of-
ficers Montrell Jackson and
Matthew Gerald and sher-
iff’s Deputy Brad Garafola.
Two other deputies, Nicholas
Tullier and Bruce Simmons,
were injured. Tullier remains
in the hospital. Simmons was
expected to be among those
who met with Obama.

Obama repeatedly ad-
dressed both shootings after
they happened but had not

traveled to Baton Rouge. Vice
President Joe Biden attended
a memorial for the fallen of-
ficers last month.

Follow Elizabeth Crisp on
Twitter, @elizabethcrisp.

OBAMA
Continued from page 1A

ADVOCATE STAFF PHOTOS BY BILL FEIG
Next to piles of debris, President Barack Obama hugs a resident of Castle Place subdivision who
also recently lost her daughter.

Zachary residents take pictures of the motorcade as President
Barack Obama visits the flood-damaged area on Tuesday.

“We’re going to need to stay on this because these
are some good people down here.We’re glad that the
families I had a chance to meet are safe, but they’ve
got a lot of work to do, and they shouldn’t have to do

it alone.”
PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

PUBLIC NOTICE
FEMA NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

MITIGATION PROPOSAL FOR THE
ST. BERNARD BASIN BACK PROTECTION LEVEE

SYSTEM EXTENSION,
ST BERNARD PARISH, LOUISIANA

Interested parties are hereby notified that the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has prepared a
draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of
No Significant Impact (FONSI) in compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The purpose of
the EA is to assess the effects on the human and natural
environment for the St Bernard Basin Back Levee
Extension project, which proposes to realign a portion of
the back basin levee along Violet Canal and improve
drainage through design reconfiguration in an effort to
have the back basin levee incorporated into the federal
hurricane protection system and included in the
forthcoming Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for St.
Bernard and Orleans parishes.

In an effort to reduce flooding, National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) claims, and NFIP participation costs for
residents, Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority
– East is working to get the Back Protection Levee System
(BPLS) incorporated into the federal hurricane protection
system and included in the forthcoming FIRM for St.
Bernard and Orleans parishes. As part of the evaluation of
the BLPS and the 40 Arpent Levee system, it was
determined that the Violet Canal North Bank required
improvements to meet the FEMA NFIP regulations (44 CFR
65.10) for 100-year level flood protection.

The purpose of the draft EA is to analyze the potential
environmental impacts associated with the preferred
action and alternatives. The draft EA evaluates a No Action
Alternative, the Preferred Action Alternative, which would
realign a portion of the back basin levee along Violet Canal
and improve drainage through design reconfiguration,
and a Considered Action Alternative which would
construct a 1,375 linear foot sheet pile wall along the
interior of the Violet Canal stretch. The draft FONSI is
FEMA’s finding that the preferred action would not have a
significant effect on the human and natural environment.

Thedraft EAanddraft FONSI are available for reviewat
the following location: at the St. BernardParish Library
MainBranch located at 2600PalmisanoBlvd, Chalmette,
LA70043Mondays –Thursdays 9 am–7pm, Fridays –
Saturdays 9 am-5pm, closedSundays andHolidays. This
public noticewill run in the local newspaper,The St.
BernardVoice, FridayAugust 19, 2016; andFriday,
August 26, 2016; and in theAdvocate (NewOrleans
edition) on Friday throughThursday, August 19-25, 2016.
Anelectronic versionof thedraft EA canbeviewedand
downloadedat FEMA'swebsite at
http://www.fema.gov/resource-document-library. There
is a 15day commentperiod, beginningonAugust 27,
2016 and concludingonSeptember 10, 2016 at 4pm.
Commentsmaybemailed to:DEPARTMENTOF
HOMELANDSECURITY-FEMAEHP, 1500MAINSTREET,
BATONROUGE, LOUISIANA70802. Commentsmaybe
emailed to: FEMA-NOMA@dhs.govor faxed to
225-346-5848. Verbal commentswill be acceptedor
recordedat 504-427-8000. If no substantive comments
are received, thedraft EAandassociated FONSIwill
becomefinal.

Florida Avenue Bridge
Environmental Assessment (EA)
St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes
State Project No. H.005720

Federal Aid Project No. H005720

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
(LADOTD) will be conducting a public meeting in open house
format for the above project. LADOTD is proposing to construct
a new roadway bridge adjacent to the existing Florida Avenue
Bridge over the Inner HarborNavigational Canal (IHNC) inOrleans
Parish. In addition to a new bridge, the improvements include:
upgrade and extension of the existing Florida Avenue corridor
from Elysian Fields Avenue (LA 3021) to Paris Road (LA 47) into
St. Bernard Parish; operational improvements along existing
Tupelo Street; and several North-South alignment options are
being considered for a connector between Florida Avenue and
St. Claude Avenue. The purpose of the meeting is to present the
proposed project to the public and to solicit comments about
the project from the public. The meeting will include a looping
presentation that describes the project as well as stations
where attendees can speak informally with representatives from
LADOTD and the project team. Comments and suggestions
will be invited from all interested parties to help insure that the
project team addresses the full range of environmental issues
during the EA study process. The meeting is scheduled:

SEPTEMBER 8, 2016
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

St. David Catholic School Gymnasium
1230 Lamanche Street
New Orleans, LA 70117
(Enter on Caffin Avenue)

All interested citizens are invited and encouraged to attend.
Should anyone require special assistance due to a disability to
participate at the public meeting, please send a request at least
five working days prior to the public meeting by mail, email, or
telephone. Written and verbal comments will be received at the
meeting. Additional written comments emailed or mailed to the
address shown, if postmarked by Monday, September 28, 2016,
will become part of the record of this public meeting. Comments
must include name and address of person making comment.
Please see the contact information listed below:

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

Mail
Florida Avenue Bridge EA
P.O. Box 56845

New Orleans, LA 70156

Phone
504-648-3619

Email
FloridaAvenueEA@gmail.com
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tracts,” Stalbert stated.  
The City of New Orleans will conduct a dis-

parity study to determine the effects that dis-
crimination has had and still has on contract-
ing opportunities and economic activity in the
city.  A total of $500,000 was included in the
city’s 2016 budget, exclusively for the study.  

“The City of New Orleans put out a
request for proposal and about seven compa-
nies responded,” Stalbert stated. “There was
a committee that was selected by the city to
evaluate those proposals and there was spe-
cific evaluation criteria set based upon the
request for proposal, and the Keen
Independent Research was selected because
they scored high on all of the different cate-
gories of the evaluation,” Stalbert added.  

According to Stalbert, the firm is a very
strong organization and has conducted more
than 150 studies.  Their studies have been
challenged; however, Stalbert said they have
never been defeated.  In addition to conduct-
ing the study, the firm is responsible for pre-
senting a remedy to address the disparity.
Stalbert said the goal is to get “narrowly tai-
lored results” or specific results, to solve the
disparities. Past cases in which this variable
was missing, resulted in failure to effective-
ly solve issues plaguing communities.  

“While the study will be extremely valuable,
the real challenge is what we as a community
will do to hold folk accountable to making it
happen, to create an environment of equity in
terms of the economic system,” said State
Representative Joseph Bouie. He recom-
mended working with the administration to
increase the chances of desired results. 

To ensure there is a local network, Keen
Independent Research will work closely
with two local minority firms – one of
which is the Spears Group.

The study will also include a communi-
ty outreach component. 

“The study includes not only the data

collection, but it also includes the anec-
dotal data, the stories from the people in
the community about their experiences in
the marketplace,” commented Judith
Dangerfield, CEO of Metrosource.

Private and public sectors will be evaluat-
ed to see if there is a compelling govern-
ment interest to make sure that the disparity
is identified, as well as which groups are
most impacted by the disparity, and what
legal remedies will be implemented.  

As a lesson learned from the last dispar-
ity study, which was conducted more than
twenty years ago, Dangerfield emphasized
the importance of pursuing results after
the study is completed.  When the data
expires, the data is no longer valid.  When
the last study expired, it was challenged in
court, and the data was no longer usable.
The city had to change their program from
a race-conscious program to a race-neutral
program, based on the settlement agree-
ment from the disparity study.

While the city has a Disadvantage Business
Enterprise program (DBE), contract opportu-
nities for minority-owned businesses are
scarce.  Per the program, 35 percent of con-
tracts from large companies should be con-
tracted to DBE businesses, but this is not
materializing.  Stalbert stated of the 60 percent
African-American population in the city, only
two to three percent are getting contracts.   

“This time is will be important that the
process not just stop with the study, but that
it’s protected regularly to make sure whatever
legal remedy is put in place is perpetual
throughout our lifetime and hopefully for the
lifetime of our children,” Dangerfield stated.   

Other panelists who presented include:
Steven Kennedy of the Justice and Beyond
Coalition; Attorney Omar K. Mason, of
Aaron & Gianna, PLC, along with host
Eugene Green, owner of Nationwide Real
Estate Corporation and Chairman of the
Board of Director of the Good Work
Network.◊
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Study calls for reduction in Orleans jail population

Ex-Maryland official tapped as
Compliance Director of Orleans Parish jail

Continued from Page 1

AUCTION
Notice of Sale on 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2016
USA Self Storage, LLC - 9:00 A.M. 
601 Whitney Ave., Gretna, La. 70056

504.362.4121
We will sell at Public Bid with reserve to the highest bidder,
cash only, the contents of following units:

C - 19  -    Karen Bell - tables, bags
C - 20  - Karen Bell - wood trim, bags, end tables
F - 07 -    Sidney Rayfield - Furn.
L - 38 -   Lisa Pichon - boxes
M- 14 -  William Wiltz - fishing poles & nets, weights, motor
M -  30 -     Leslie Parker - bags
M - 60 -    Nicole Dukes - boxes

Security Self Storage Center, LLC -  11:00 A.M. 
DBA USA Self Storage

6600 I-10 Service Road, New Orleans, La. 70126
(at the foot of Morrison Exit)

504.245.7883

ALL ABOVE UNITS HAVE MISC. ITEMS
If there are no bids, the above mentioned storage facilities
maypurchase the contents for the amount sufficient to satisfy
the lien or donate to charity.

A - 084  - Robert W. Mitchell  - furn.
A  - 124  - Michael D. Howard - refrig., clothes, bags
B - 029 - Leroy Mack Jr. - clothes, tv
B - 059 - Decker B. Randolph - boxes, bags
C - 018  - Gricelda Nohemy Figueroa Melgar -  bags, chairs,

table
C - 044  - Belinda Ann Dawson - bags, boxes
C - 063  - Leon Arman Bradley Jr. - tools, baby items
H - 061  - Leon Arman Bradley Jr. - mattress, furn., boxes, 

bags
I  - 029  - Carlos Delgado R. Ortiz - tires

D - 116 -  Dianne Thurman Baker  - tools, boxes, furn.
D - 137 - Brandy Battle - furn., totes, hotdog machine
L - 113 - Brittanie Tardo - toys, clothes, furn.
L - 181 - Aiyisha Smothers - totes, clothes

Chalmette Super Self Storage - 10:00 A.M. 
8400 W. Judge Perez Dr., Suite E.

Chalmette, La. 70043
504.277.9949

La. Weekly: August 29, 2016

By Kari Dequine Harden
Contributing Writer

A detailed study on precisely
who is in jail in New Orleans
shows significant progress in the
city’s history of excessive incar-
ceration rates, but also advocates
for a further reduction in the jail
population and a broader conver-
sation asking, “How well is our
system working?”

The report released this month by
the Vera Institute of Justice is titled
“New Orleans: Who’s in Jail and
Why,” and gives a breakdown of the
demographics and justifications of
the jailed population between April
2015 and March 2016.

More than a decade ago, New
Orleans jailed people at a rate five
times the national average, but
today the population of Orleans
Parish Prison (OPP) has consistent-
ly decreased since 2009, according
to the report. In that same time peri-
od, “local crime rates decrease,
demonstrating that the jail popula-
tion can be reduced safely.”

In the year Vera documented the
population, there was a 15 percent
decrease, from 1,876 people to
1,591 people.  But with the recent
opening of the new jail, the report
concludes the capacity outweighs
the needs: “With 2,039 beds avail-
able and an average daily popula-
tion of fewer than 1,600 people,
the number of jail beds exceeds
our current detention needs.”

The consequences of even a short

jail stay can be far reaching, the
report described, of the city’s his-
torically high incarceration rates
and the “tens of thousands of peo-
ple booked into the jail each year
who lost their jobs, homes, and
even custody of their children.
Instead of making us the safest city
in America, the over-use of deten-
tion destabilized communities.”

If Louisiana has any lessons for
the rest of the nation, it has
shown without doubt that lock-
ing more people up does not
result in lower crimes rates.

Defining the purpose of jail,
the Vera report notes that unlike
prisons, jails are designed for
short-term use, and “The city of
New Orleans pays for the opera-
tion of the jail with taxpayers’
dollars; it is a core civic respon-
sibility to ensure that we detain
people only when necessary.”

On March 2, 2016, the survey
found 90 percent of people in jail
were waiting on a court date and
not serving a sentence. Only 10
percent of the population in OPP
on that day included people con-
victed of a crime and serving a
sentence. “An arrest does not
prove that someone committed a
crime,” the report observes,
“which is why we need tools in
addition to the charge used at the
time of arrest to decide who
should be released pending trial.”

The report also notes that in
Louisiana, even something labeled a
“felony,” can be as minor as simple

drug possession – which in the case
of marijuana is now not even a
crime in a growing number of states.

But holding people who pose lit-
tle or no threat to society is not
only unnecessarily destructive to
that individual’s future and a waste
of taxpayer dollars, it is counter-
productive, according to Vera:
“Timely release is essential
because even a few days in jail for
low-risk arrestees increases their
chances of being arrested for a new
offense while on pretrial release.”

The over-incarceration of
Americans is a growing conversa-
tion nationwide, and the call for
reform increasingly bi-partisan.

On August 18, the U.S.
Department of Justice instructed
officials in a memo to either
decline to renew the contracts for
private prison operators when
they expire or “substantially
reduce” the contracts’ scope.

While OPP is not a privately
operated prison, a closer exami-
nation of the motives behind put-
ting people – especially non-vio-
lent offenders – behind bars is
increasingly being scrutinized.

The goal in phasing out the use of
private prisons on a federal level,
U.S. Deputy Attorney General
Sally Yates wrote is “reducing —
and ultimately ending — our use
of privately operated prisons. They
simply do not provide the same
level of correctional services, pro-
grams, and resources; they do not
save substantially on costs; and as

noted in a recent report by the
Department’s Office of Inspector
General, they do not maintain the
same level of safety and security.”

There are privately operated
prisons in many parts of
Louisiana, and a depraved sys-
tem in place which relies on fill-
ing the cells so that prison profi-
teers can fill their pockets.

There is also a bigger spotlight
on whether some are operating
as “debtors’ prisons.”

In June, the Southern Poverty
Law Center (SPLC) filed a feder-
al class-action lawsuit against a
Judge Robert Black in Bogalusa,
accusing Black of imposing ille-
gal fees and jailing defendants
who are unable to pay for traffic
tickets and misdemeanors.

“Nobody should be jailed or
threatened with jail if they are too
poor to pay a fine,” said SPLC
Deputy Legal Director Sam
Brooke in a statement. “Funding
the justice system on the backs of
the poor is fundamentally unfair
and creates a systemic incentive
to find people guilty.”

The Vera report on OPP also
looked at the people who may be
in jail because they are unable to
afford their bond. For those who
pose a low or low-moderate risk
of failing to appear for future
court dates or being arrested for
a new offense, “One hundred and
eighteen of them were held on a
$25,000 bail or less, an unafford-
able sum to many,” the report

found.  “New Orleans’s poverty
rate is almost twice the national
average. Eighty-five percent of
people who go through the crim-
inal justice system are too poor
to hire a lawyer.”

The study also examined how
different populations are dispro-
portionately impacted. Black men
were found to be 50 percent more
likely than white men to be arrest-
ed, and Black women were 55 per-
cent more likely to be arrested than
white women.  In addition, Black
men tended to be held in jail
longer, the report found.

“Although black males repre-

sent 28 percent of the entire New
Orleans population, black men
made up 80 percent of people in
OPP on March 2, 2016,” accord-
ing to the report. “What is evi-
dent in this data is that the cur-
rent use of detention dispropor-
tionately harms black people in
New Orleans.”

In conclusion, the report
acknowledges the improvement
in that New Orleans is no longer
leading the nation in incarcera-
tion, but also that there remains
much room for improvement.
More beds are not needed, Vera
emphasizes, and there is a need
to further reduce the current jail
population as well as address the
racial disparities.◊

DBE disparity study

By Kevin McGill
AP Writer

(AP) — A former Maryland corrections
official was tapped last Thursday to run the
violence-plagued New Orleans jail.

Gary Maynard will fill the role of “compli-
ance director.” Sheriff Marlin Gusman
announced the choice in a news release,
praising Maynard’s four decades of experi-
ence. The choice was subject to approval by
a federal judge overseeing Gusman’s com-
pliance with a 2012 reform agreement.

That agreement settled a lawsuit by
inmates and the U.S. Justice Department.

But Gusman’s slow progress drew harsh
criticism from the plaintiffs and from offi-
cials with the city, which funds the jail.
Even after inmates were moved from aging
facilities to a new jail last year, violence
continued and an inmate killed himself.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu’s administration
had joined the plaintiffs pushing for U.S.

District Judge Lance Africk to take control
of the jail away from Gusman. In a com-
promise in June, Gusman agreed to appoint
and cede authority over the jail to a compli-
ance director with broad authority over
staffing, management and the jail budget.

Maynard was one of two people recommend-
ed for the job by the plaintiffs and the city.

A panel including local criminal justice
officials and community leaders also
weighed in: “We believe he will be capa-
ble of leading the urgent and daunting
task of bringing the Orleans Parish jail
into Constitutional compliance as expedi-
tiously as possible. Once approved by the
Court, we look forward to working with
Mr. Maynard to ensure the jail is safe,
secure, well-run and right-sized.”

Maynard left the Maryland corrections
department in 2013. He drew praise at the
time for closing a dangerous state facility
in 2007 and for strategies that reduced seri-
ous assaults on staff in Maryland prisons.

Big Freedia gets 
3 years probation

However, his tenure also was marked by a con-
traband scandal that broke that year and eventual-
ly led to trial convictions or guilty pleas involving
dozens of corrections officers and inmates at the
state-run jail in Baltimore.◊

(AP) — Bounce entertainer Big Freedia was sen-
tenced to three years’ probation and fined $35,000 by
a federal judge last Thursday after admitting to bilking
the federal government out of housing aid.

The 38-year-old artist pleaded guilty in March to
the theft of federal Section 8 housing voucher
funds and had faced up to 10 years in jail.

Attorney Vinny Mosca noted that the performer,
whose given name is Freddie Ross Jr., has already
made restitution of more than $34,000 and has
taken steps to be a better role model, including
working with Habitat for Humanity.

Ross was charged in a bill of information with ille-
gally taking money from the Department of Housing
and Urban Development during a time spanning
2010 to 2014, even as her income was building.◊
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The following are the community event listings 
that are free to the public hosted by Peoples 
Health in September.

Sept. 6: ABCs of Medicare
› › Speaker: Christy Levy.
› › Where: Daughters of Charity, community 

room, 5630 Read Blvd., New Orleans.
› › Registration: 9:30 a.m.
› › Lecture: 10 a.m.
› › Max capacity: 30.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept. 5.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.com/
wellness.

Sept. 7: Immunization overview
› › Speaker: Christian A. Mayorga, M.D.
› › Where: Ochsner Kenner Medical Office Build-

ing, 7th floor auditorium, 200 W. Esplanade Ave., 
Kenner.
› › Registration 11 a.m.
› › Lecture: noon.
› › Max capacity: 50.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept. 6.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.com/
wellness.

Sept. 7: ABCs of Medicare
› › Speaker: Christy Levy
› › Where: Ochsner Health Center — River Par-

ishes, third floor, room 309, 502 Rue de Sante, 
LaPlace.
› › Registration: 9:30 a.m.
› › Lecture: 10 a.m.
› › Max capacity: 30.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept. 6.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.com/
wellness.

Sept. 13: Fitness 101
› › Instructor: Susan Kappelman.
› › Where: West Jeff Fitness Center — Terrytown, 

175 Hector Ave.
› › Registration: 9:45 a.m.
› › Class: 10:15 a.m.
› › Max capacity: 30.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept. 12.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.com/
wellness.

Sept. 14: ABCs of Medicare
› › Speaker: Christy Levy.
› › Where: Hampton Inn and Suites Morgan City, 

6365 Hwy 182 E.
› › Registration: 9:30 a.m.
› › Lecture: 10 a.m.
› › Max capacity: 35.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept 13.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.com/

wellness.

Sept. 16: ABCs of Medicare
› › Speaker: Christy Levy.
› › Where: Hampton Inn and Suites Thibodaux, 

Mardi Gras room, 826 N. Canal Blvd.
› › Registration: 9:30 a.m.
› › Lecture: 10 a.m.
› › Max capacity: 35.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept. 15.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.com/
wellness.

Sept. 21: Sex and the senior
› › Speaker: Neil H. Baum, M.D.
› › Where: Peoples Health New Orleans Jazz 

Market, 1436 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd.
› › Registration: 11 a.m.
› › Lecture Time: noon.
› › Max capacity: 100.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept. 20.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.
com/wellness.

Sept. 21: Zumba Gold
› › Instructor: TBD.
› › Where: Elmwood Fitness Center, 1200 S. 

Clearview Parkway, Harahan.
› › Registration: 10:45 a.m.
› › Class: 11 a.m.

› › Max capacity: 30.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept. 20.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.com/
wellness.

Sept. 22: Immunization overview
› › Speaker: Cherie M. Drez Bragg, M.D.
› › Where: Gretna Senior and Wellness Center, 

476 Franklin Ave.
› › Registration: 11 a.m.
› › Lecture: noon.
› › Max capacity: 100.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept. 21.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.com/
wellness.

Sept. 28: ABCs of Medicare
› › Speaker: Christy Levy.
› › Where: St. Charles Parish Hospital, Matthew 

G. Huff, M.D. Memorial Building, 879 Milling Ave., 
Luling.
› › Registration: 9:30 a.m.
› › Lecture: 10 a.m.
› › Max capacity: 45.
› › Reservation deadline: Sept. 27.
› › Note: Reservations can be made by calling 

1.800.561.4127 or by visiting peopleshealth.com/
wellness.

HEALTH EVENTS

The Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter announced September 
events.

Sept. 3: Adoption event at Jefferson Feed, 4421 Jefferson Hwy, at 
Central Avenue, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Felines and canines will be 
available for adoption, and adoption counselors will be on hand to 
help you find the perfect match.

Sept. 17: Adoption event at Jefferson Feed, 4421 Jefferson Hwy, at 
Central Avenue, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Felines and canines will be 
available for adoption, and adoption counselors will be on hand to 
help you find the perfect match.

Sept. 17: Bad to the Bone — Rescued on the Runway, Eiffel Soci-
ety, 2040 St. Charles Ave., from 7 to 8 p.m. Bad to the Bone is an 
annual Halloween fashion show with adoptable dogs from local 
nonprofit animal rescues. Bring your dog out for a night on the 
town and to support animal rescue and enjoy some music. Dog 
and human costume contests, food, pet photography and models 
will be part of the event.

JEFFERSON PARISH 
ANIMAL SHELTERSept. 1: Join the Louisiana SPCA for Yappy Hour at The Bulldog 

Uptown, 2125 Magazine St., from 5-7 p.m. Twenty percent of sales 
from 5-7 p.m. will be donated back to the animals at the Louisiana 
SPCA. Friendly, leashed pets are welcome on the back patio. For 
information, visit www.la-spca.org or call 504.762.3307.

Sept. 2-5: Shop at NO Fleas Market, 4228 Magazine St., Labor 
Day weekend and enjoy 50 percent off the entire store. All pro-
ceeds benefit animal welfare organizations. For information, call 
504.900.1446.

Sept. 4-10: Sucre cupcake challenge for charity. All week when 
you purchase a cupcake at any Sucre location (Lakeside, Maga-
zine, French Quarter Boutique and Salon) a portion of the sales 
will benefit the Louisiana SPCA. Stop by the Lakeside location on 
Sept. 10 to meet adoptable dogs and take home a cupcake or two.

Sept. 10: Critter Cinema, sponsored by the Louisiana SPCA, will 
be held at the Louisiana SPCA, 1700 Mardi Gras Blvd., from 6 to 9 
p.m. What better way to end the week than getting cozy with kit-
ties and puppies, enjoying G-rated critter movies, making friends 
with other young animal lovers and snacking on pizza and pop-
corn at the Louisiana SPCA. For children ages 5-10, and feel free 
to bring a sleeping bag, pillow and PJs. The cost is $35 per child. 
Pre-registration is required. For information, call 504.368.5191, 
ext. 207, or email erica@la-spca.org. Also, visit www.la-spca.org/
crittercinema.

Sept. 10: How to Become a Louisiana SPCA Foster Family is a, 
FREE, 30-minute info-session to learn about the various types of 
fostering animals at the LA/SPCA.  It will be held from 12-12:30pm 
at the Rosa Keller Library, located at 4300 S. Broad.  Whether 
you have just a few hours or a few months, we’ve got animals that 
need all levels of care.  Please drop-by to hear about the many 
rewarding opportunities to share your home with an animal in 
need.  For more information email lori@la-spca.org  

Sept. 10: Feral Cat TNR, The Basics and Beyond, is a two-hour 
class taught at the Louisiana SPCA and is free to the public. The 
class will be held from 10 a.m. to noon. If you have an interest in 
practicing T-N-R and want to know how to get started, how to 
mediate problems, advocate for cats and how to solve difficult 
trapping situations, then this is the class for you. This is also 
an opportunity to learn more about the municipal ordinances 
in Orleans Parish as they pertain to cats. Novices are welcome, 
as are experienced trappers looking to network. Information on 
local feral-friendly programs and services will be available for 
distribution, as well as information provided by Alley Cat Allies 
— a national organization advocating for the rights of free-roam-
ing cats. There is no cost to attend, but registration is limited 
and required to attend. To register, call 504.762.3306 or email 
heather@la-spca.org. For information, visit www.la-spca.org/tnr. 

Sept. 10: Offsite pet adoption, sponsored by the Louisiana SPCA, 
will be held at Petsmart, 2900 S. Claiborne from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Louisiana SPCA adoption counselors and volunteers will be on 
hand to help you select the right pet. A variety of shapes, colors 
and sizes of four-legged friends eager to find a new home will be 
available for adoption.  For information, call 504.368.5191 or visit 
www.la-spca.org.

Sept. 13: Puppy manners class will be held at the Louisiana SPCA, 
1700 Mardi Gras Blvd. Teach your puppy basic manners, address 
and prevent behavior problems and provide a socialization expe-
rience for your new family member. This is an open enrollment, 
five-session class. You may start at any time, but your five classes 
must be used consecutively due to age requirements for this 
class. Puppies must be less than 16 weeks or younger at the start 
of their first class and received their first two rounds of DHPP 
vaccinations administered by a licensed veterinarian. Puppies 
adopted from a shelter must be in the home for two weeks before 
they may attend a class. Humans may attend classes without 
their puppy until their puppy is eligible to attend. The cost for the 
five sessions is $115, and registration is required. For information, 
visit www.la-spca.org/grouptraining.

Sept. 15: Join the Louisiana SPCA for Yappy Hour at The Bulldog 
Mid-City, 5135 Canal Blvd., from 5 to 7 p.m. Twenty percent of 
sales from 5 to 7 p.m. will be donated back to the animals at the 
Louisiana SPCA. Friendly, leashed pets are welcome on the back 
patio. For information, visit www.la-spca.org or call 504.762.3307.

Sept. 17: Come visit the Louisiana SPCA at the Algiers Fall Fest 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on the grounds of Federal City in Algiers.  
Learn about the programs the Louisiana SPCA has to offer during 
the “Military Appreciation Festival” and you may even see a few 
four-legged friends throughout the day as well. For information, 
call 504.368.5191 or visit www.la-spca.org.

Sept. 17: Offsite pet adoption, sponsored by the Louisiana SPCA, 
will be held at Petsmart, 2900 S Claiborne Ave. from 11 a.m. to 3 

p.m. Louisiana SPCA adoption counselors and volunteers will be 
on hand to help you select the right pet. A variety of shapes, colors 
and sizes of four-legged friends eager to find a new home will be 
available for adoption. For information, call 504.368.5191 or visit 
www.la-spca.org.

Sept. 20: Puppy manners class will be held at the Louisiana 
SPCA, 1700 Mardi Gras Blvd. Teach your puppy basic manners, 
address and prevent behavior problems and provide a social-
ization experience for your new family member. This is an open 
enrollment, five-session class. You may start at any time, but your 
five classes must be used consecutively due to age requirements 
for this class. Puppies must be less than 16 weeks or younger at 
the start of their first class and received their first two rounds of 
DHPP vaccinations administered by a licensed veterinarian. Pup-
pies adopted from a shelter must be in the home for two weeks 
before they may attend a class. Humans may attend classes 
without their puppy until their puppy is eligible to attend. The 
cost for the five sessions is $115, and registration is required. For 
information, visit www.la-spca.org/grouptraining.

Sept. 21: Puppy manners class will be held at the Louisiana SPCA, 
1700 Mardi Gras Blvd. Teach your puppy basic manners, address 
and prevent behavior problems and provide a socialization expe-
rience for your new family member. This is an open enrollment, 
five-session class. You may start at any time, but your five classes 
must be used consecutively due to age requirements for this 
class. Puppies must be less than 16 weeks or younger at the start 
of their first class and received their first two rounds of DHPP 
vaccinations administered by a licensed veterinarian. Puppies 
adopted from a shelter must be in the home for two weeks before 
they may attend a class. Humans may attend classes without 
their puppy until their puppy is eligible to attend. The cost for the 
five sessions is $115, and registration is required. For information, 
visit www.la-spca.org/grouptraining.

Sept. 24: NOLA on Tap, presented by The Bulldog and Louisiana 
SPCA, is the largest beer fest in the region. 25,000-plus beer 
lovers will help kick-off Oktoberfest in New Orleans. $5 gen-
eral admission is from 1 to 8 p.m. with a $25 VIP admission for 
exclusive access to the VIP tent at noon. NOLA on Tap will be the 
first festival in Louisiana to use cashless payment technology 
wristbands. For information, visit www.nolaontap.org.

Sept. 27: Puppy manners class will be held at the Louisiana SPCA, 
1700 Mardi Gras Blvd. Teach your puppy basic manners, address 
and prevent behavior problems and provide a socialization expe-
rience for your new family member. This is an open enrollment, 
five-session class. You may start at any time, but your five classes 
must be used consecutively due to age requirements for this 
class. Puppies must be less than 16 weeks or younger at the start 
of their first class and received their first two rounds of DHPP 
vaccinations administered by a licensed veterinarian. Puppies 
adopted from a shelter must be in the home for two weeks before 
they may attend a class. Humans may attend classes without 
their puppy until their puppy is eligible to attend. The cost for the 
five sessions is $115, and registration is required. For information, 
visit www.la-spca.org/grouptraining.

LOUISIANA SPCA EVENTS

Mr. Jill, kennel No. A22010503, is a 10 1/2-year-old, neutered, 
bobtailed Manx who weighs 22 pounds. His 99-year-old 
owner was no longer able to care for him due to her hospice 
care, so he was surrendered to the shelter.  Mr. Jill enjoys chin 
scratches and will wag his nubby tail like a dog. Receive 50 
percent off hisadoption fee by mentioning pet of the week. To 
meet Mr. Jill or any of the other animals at the LA/SPCA, visit 
1700 Mardi Gras Blvd., Algiers, on Mondays through Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays from noon to 4 p.m. 
For information, visit www.la-spca.org or call 368.5191.

Florida Avenue Project
Environmental Assessment (EA)
St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes
State Project No. H.005720

Federal Aid Project No. H005720

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
(LADOTD) will be conducting a public meeting in open house
format for the above project. LADOTD is proposing to construct a
new roadway bridge adjacent to the existing Florida Avenue Bridge
over the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal (IHNC) in Orleans Parish.
In addition to a new bridge, the improvements include: upgrade
and extension of the existing Florida Avenue corridor from Elysian
Fields Avenue (LA 3021) to Paris Road (LA 47) into St. Bernard
Parish; operational improvements along existing Tupelo Street;
and several North-South alignment options are being considered
for a connector between Florida Avenue and St. Claude Avenue.
The purpose of the meeting is to present the proposed project
to the public and to solicit comments about the project from
the public. The meeting will include a looping presentation that
describes the project as well as stations where attendees can
speak informally with representatives from LADOTD and the
project team. Comments and suggestions will be invited from all
interested parties to help insure that the project team addresses
the full range of environmental issues during the EA study process.
The meeting is scheduled:

SEPTEMBER 8, 2016
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

St. David Catholic School Gymnasium
1230 Lamanche Street
New Orleans, LA 70117
(Enter on Caffin Avenue)

All interested citizens are invited and encouraged to attend.
Should anyone require special assistance due to a disability to
participate at the public meeting, please send a request at least
five working days prior to the public meeting by mail, email, or
telephone. Written and verbal comments will be received at the
meeting. Additional written comments emailed or mailed to the
address shown, if postmarked by Monday, September 28, 2016,
will become part of the record of this public meeting. Comments
must include name and address of person making comment.
Please see the contact information listed below:

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

Mail
Florida Avenue Project
P.O. Box 56845

New Orleans, LA 70156

Phone
504-648-3619

Email
FloridaAvenueEA@gmail.com



Friday, September 2, 20162

A sobriety check point in Chalmette the night of Aug. 
25 resulted in a number of arrests for narcotics posses-
sion and driving while intoxicated, as well as the seizure 
of four weapons, Sheriff James Pohlmann said.

The check point was conducted by the St. Bernard 
Parish Sheriff’s Office, along with the Plaquemines Sher-
iff’s Office and Louisiana State Police.

Two arrests were made for driving while intoxicated, 
along with seven arrests for narcotics– one for heroin 
possession and six for marijuana possession. Also, four 
guns were seized, two of which had been reported stolen 
and were possessed by convicted felons.

Sobriety check point results in a number of arrests

Officers from the St. Bernard and Plaquemines Parish Sheriff’s Offices and 
Louisiana State Police took part in a sobriety check point in Chalmette on Aug. 25

 Seven arrests 
were made and four 

guns were seized 
during the check point.
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home sales in a given area and are based on the price 
per square foot. Turner also reminded residents to re-
port changes of address directly to the assessor’s office.

For 2015, the total taxable value—the value taxing 
bodies use to figure how much money they’re receiv-
ing from taxpayers—was $319,923,644. That same 
figure was $329,273,390 in 2014 and $309,866,415 
in 2013. The recent decline in total taxable value was 
largely due to declines in the oil and gas industry. Resi-
dential properties, she said, have seen increases during 
the same period.

The assessor’s books are open from Aug. 24 through 
Sept. 14. Turner encouraged anyone with questions 
about their assessments to visit her office for help. 

To formally appeal an assessment, homeowners 
must file an appeal with the Parish Council, which 
in St. Bernard Parish acts at the Board of Review. The 
deadline to file an appeal with the Clerk of Council 
is Sept. 19. The Board of Review’s findings will then 
be presented to the state Tax Commission. Following 
that, a homeowner may file a protest with the Louisi-
ana Tax Commission. All taxpayers in St. Bernard are 
urged to get with the Assessor’s office now with values 
and questions, waiting until tax bills go out at the end 
of the year is too late to change the amount owed.

 

Florida Avenue Project 
Environmental Assessment (EA)

St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes
State Project No. H.005720

Federal Aid Project No. H005720

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 
(LADOTD) will be conducting a public meeting in open house 
format for the above project.  LADOTD is proposing to construct 
a new roadway bridge adjacent to the existing Florida Avenue 
Bridge over the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal (IHNC) in Orleans 
Parish.  In addition to a new bridge, the improvements include:  
upgrade and extension of the existing Florida Avenue corridor 
from Elysian Fields Avenue (LA 3021) to Paris Road (LA 47) into 
St. Bernard Parish; operational improvements along existing 
Tupelo Street; and several North-South alignment options are 
being considered for a connector between Florida Avenue and 
St. Claude Avenue.  The purpose of the meeting is to present the 
proposed project to the public and to solicit comments about 
the project from the public.  The meeting will include a looping 
presentation that describes the project as well as stations 
where attendees can speak informally with representatives from 
LADOTD and the project team.  Comments and suggestions 
will be invited from all interested parties to help insure that the 
project team addresses the full range of environmental issues 
during the EA study process.  The meeting is scheduled:

 SEPTEMBER 8, 2016
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

St. David Catholic School Gymnasium
1230 Lamanche Street
New Orleans, LA 70117
(Enter on Caffin Avenue)

All interested citizens are invited and encouraged to attend.  
Should anyone require special assistance due to a disability to 
participate at the public meeting, please send a request at least 
five working days prior to the public meeting by mail, email, or 
telephone.  Written and verbal comments will be received at the 
meeting.  Additional written comments emailed or mailed to the 
address shown, if postmarked by Monday, September 28, 2016, 
will become part of the record of this public meeting.  Comments 
must include name and address of person making comment.  
Please see the contact information listed below: 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

Mail
Florida Avenue Project

P.O. Box 56845
New Orleans, LA  70156

Phone
504-648-3619

Email
FloridaAvenueEA@gmail.com
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Florida Avenue Project Environmental Assessment 
St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes, LA 

State Project No. H.005720 
Federal Aid Project No. H005720 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
September 6, 2016 
 
CONTACT:  Karimah Stewart 
         504-488-6100 
                     kstewart@hawthorneagency.com 
 

LADOTD to Host Open House Public Meeting for Florida Avenue Project 
Environmental Assessment 

 
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) will host an “open house” style 
public meeting concerning the preparation of an environmental assessment to evaluate the environmental 
impacts associated with constructing a new roadway bridge adjacent to the existing Florida Avenue 
Bridge over the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal in Orleans Parish and other roadway improvements. 
 
The meeting will be held Thursday, September 8, 2016 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at St. David Catholic School 
Gymnasium, 1230 Lamanche Street in New Orleans.  The purpose of the meeting is to allow the public to 
review and comment on the project as part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
environmental process.  The meeting will include a looping presentation that describes the project as well 
as stations where attendees can speak informally with representatives from LADOTD and the project 
team.   
 
In addition to a proposed new bridge, the improvements include:  upgrade and extension of the existing 
Florida Avenue corridor from Elysian Fields Avenue (LA 3021) to Paris Road (LA 47) into St. Bernard 
Parish; operational improvements along existing Tupelo Street; and several North-South alignment 
options are being considered for a connector between Florida Avenue and St. Claude Avenue. 
 
All interested citizens are encouraged to attend the public meeting.  Written and verbal comments will be 
received at the meeting.  Additional written comments may also be mailed or emailed to the project team 
if postmarked by September 28, 2016 to: 
 

Florida Avenue Project 
P.O. Box 56845 

New Orleans, LA  70156 
or 

FloridaAvenueEA@gmail.com 
 

Persons who require special assistance due to a disability to participate at the public meeting should 
contact 504-648-3619 or FloridaAvenueEA@gmail.com at least five working days prior to the public 
meeting.  For more information, please visit 
http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=97. 

mailto:kstewart@hawthorneagency.com
mailto:FloridaAvenueEA@gmail.com


Florida Avenue Project Environmental Assessment 
St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes, LA 

State Project No. H.005720 
Federal Aid Project No. H005720 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
Start Date:  9/6/16 
End Date:   9/8/16 
 
CONTACT:  Karimah Stewart 
         504-488-6100 
                     kstewart@hawthorneagency.com 
 
(30 Seconds) 
 
THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVLOPMENT IS CONDUCTING AN 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE FLORIDA AVENUE PROJECT WHICH INCLUDES A 

PROPOSED NEW ROADWAY BRIDGE ADJACENT TO THE EXISTING FLORIDA AVENUE BRIDGE IN 

ORLEANS PARISH AND OTHER ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS.  THE PUBLIC IS ENCOURAGED TO 

ATTEND AN OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 8
TH

 FROM 4 TO 7 P.M. AT ST. 

DAVID CATHOLIC SCHOOL GYMNASIUM, 1230 LAMANCHE STREET IN NEW ORLEANS.  SHOULD 

YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE DUE TO A DISABILITY TO PARTICIPATE, PLEASE CALL 5-0-

4-6-4-8-3-6-1-9. 

 
 

mailto:kstewart@hawthorneagency.com


Media List

Television

WWL TV 4 (CBS)

WDSU TV 6 (NBC)

WVUE TV 8 (Fox)

WYES TV 12 (PBS)

WNOL TV 38 (CW)

WLAE TV 32 (PBS)

WGNO TV 26 (ABC)

Print

Associated Press (AP) New Orleans Louisiana

Gambit Weekly

Louisiana Life Magazine

Louisiana Weekly

New Orleans Advocate 

New Orleans City Business

New Orleans Magazine

New Orleans Times-Picayune

New Orleans Tribune Magazine

Offbeat Magazine

The St. Bernard Voice

Radio

KGLA 1540 AM (Spanish Station)

WBOK 1230 AM

WGSO 990 AM

WRBH 88.3 FM

WRNO 99.5 FM

WWL 870 AM

WWOZ FM 90.7

WWNO FM 89.9

WYLD AM 940

WQUE FM Q93

WEZB 97.1 FM

KKND FM 102.9 FM

WYLD-FM 98.5 FM/ WODT 1280 AM

KMEZ FM 106.9 FM

BLOGS/ Internet Media

Blog of New Orleans (Gambit)

The New Orleans Agenda

Krewe of Truth
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Front

Florida Avenue Project Environmental Assessment (EA)
St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes

State Project No. H.005720
Federal Aid Project No. H005720

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) 
will be conducting a public meeting in open house format for the 
above project.  LADOTD is proposing to construct a new roadway bridge 
adjacent to the existing Florida Avenue Bridge over the Inner Harbor 
Navigational Canal (IHNC) in Orleans Parish.  In addition to a new bridge, 
the improvements include:  upgrade and extension of the existing Florida 
Avenue corridor from Elysian Fields Avenue (LA 3021) to Paris Road (LA 47) 
into St. Bernard Parish; operational improvements along existing Tupelo 
Street; and several North-South alignment options are being considered 
for a connector between Florida Avenue and St. Claude Avenue.  The 
purpose of the meeting is to present the proposed project to the public 
and to solicit comments about the project from the public.  The meeting 
will include a looping presentation that describes the project as well as 
stations where attendees can speak informally with representatives from 
LADOTD and the project team.  Comments and suggestions will be invited 
from all interested parties to help insure that the project team addresses 
the full range of environmental issues during the EA study process.  

The meeting is scheduled:

 SEPTEMBER 8, 2016
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

St. David Catholic School Gymnasium
1230 Lamanche Street
New Orleans, LA 70117
(Enter on Caffi n Avenue)

All interested citizens are invited and encouraged to attend.  Should 
anyone require special assistance due to a disability to participate at the 
public meeting, please send a request at least fi ve working days prior to the 
public meeting by mail, email, or telephone.  Written and verbal comments 
will be received at the meeting.  Additional written comments emailed or 
mailed to the address shown, if postmarked by Monday, September 28, 
2016, will become part of the record of this public meeting.  Comments 
must include name and address of person making comment.  Please see 
the contact information listed below: 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

Mail
Florida Avenue Project

P.O. Box 56845 
New Orleans, LA  70156

Phone
504-648-3619

Email
FloridaAvenueEA@gmail.com

Web
http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=97

Back

Florida Avenue Project
P.O. Box 56845 
New Orleans, LA  70156 



Florida Avenue Project
Environmental Assessment (EA)

St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes
State Project No. H.005720

Federal Aid Project No. H005720

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 
(LADOTD) will be conducting a public meeting in open house 
format for the above project.  LADOTD is proposing to construct 
a new roadway bridge adjacent to the existing Florida Avenue 
Bridge over the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal (IHNC) in Orleans 
Parish.  In addition to a new bridge, the improvements include:  
upgrade and extension of the existing Florida Avenue corridor 
from Elysian Fields Avenue (LA 3021) to Paris Road (LA 47) into 
St. Bernard Parish; operational improvements along existing 
Tupelo Street; and several North-South alignment options are 
being considered for a connector between Florida Avenue and 
St. Claude Avenue.  The purpose of the meeting is to present the 
proposed project to the public and to solicit comments about 
the project from the public.  The meeting will include a looping 
presentation that describes the project as well as stations 
where attendees can speak informally with representatives from 
LADOTD and the project team.  Comments and suggestions 
will be invited from all interested parties to help insure that the 
project team addresses the full range of environmental issues 
during the EA study process.  The meeting is scheduled:

 SEPTEMBER 8, 2016
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

St. David Catholic School Gymnasium
1230 Lamanche Street
New Orleans, LA 70117
(Enter on Caffi n Avenue)

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

Additional details on reverse side

All interested citizens are invited and encouraged to attend.  
Should anyone require special assistance due to a disability to 
participate at the public meeting, please send a request at least 
fi ve working days prior to the public meeting by mail, email, or 
telephone.  Written and verbal comments will be received at the 
meeting.  Additional written comments emailed or mailed to the 
address shown, if postmarked by Monday, September 28, 2016, 
will become part of the record of this public meeting.  Comments 
must include name and address of person making comment.  
Please see the contact information listed below: 

Mail
Florida Avenue Project

P.O. Box 56845
New Orleans, LA  70156

Phone
504-648-3619

Email
FloridaAvenueEA@gmail.com

Web
http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=97
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Solicitation of Views List

Mr. Miguel Moreno 
Region 6 Source Water Contact 
Source Water Protection 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200  
Dallas, TX 75202 

Mr. Robert C. Patrick 
Regional Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration Region 6 
819 Taylor Street, Suite 1400  
Fort Worth, TX 76102 

Mr. Tony Robinson 
Regional Administrator 
FEMA Region VI 
FRC 800 North Loop 288 
Denton, TX 76209 

Mr. Kevin Billiot 
Executive Director 
Inter-Tribal Council of Louisiana, Inc. 
991 Grand Caillou Road  
Houma, LA 70363-5705 

Mr. Richard Leyoub 
Commissioner 
Office of Conservation 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9275 

Mr. Ken Perret 
President 
Louisiana Good Roads Association 
P.O. Box 3713  
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 

Mr. James Wilkins 
Director of Louisiana Sea Grant Law & Policy Program 
Sea Grant Legal Advisory Service 
Louisiana State University 
220 Sea Grant Building  
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 

Environmental Compliance Specialist 
National Park Service Southeast Region 
100 Alabama St. SW  
Atlanta, GA 30303 

The Honorable Cedric Richmond 
U.S. Representative 
House of Representatives (District 2) 
2021 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 309  
New Orleans, LA 70122 

The Honorable Charles Boustany 
U.S. Representative 
House of Representatives (District 3) 
800 Lafayette Street, Suite 1400  
Lafayette, LA 70501 

The Honorable Garret Graves 
U.S. Representative 
House of Representatives (District 6) 
2351 Energy Drive, Suite 1200  
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 

The Honorable John Fleming 
U.S. Representative 
House of Representatives (District 4) 
6425 Youree Drive, Suite 350  
Shreveport, LA 71105 

The Honorable Ralph Abraham 
U.S. Representative 
House of Representatives (District 5) 
426 Desiard Street  
Monroe, LA 71201 

The Honorable Steve J. Scalise 
U.S. Representative 
House of Representatives (District 1) 
110 Veterans Blvd., Suite 500  
Metairie, LA 70005 



The Honorable Bill Cassidy 
U.S. Senator 
United States Senate 
5555 Hilton Avenue, Suite 100 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 

The Honorable David Vitter 
U.S. Senator 
United States Senate 
2800 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Suite 201 
Metairie, LA 70002 

Ms. Terri Wilkinson 
Director 
Jefferson Parish Planning Department 
1221 Elmwood Park Blvd., Suite 601  
Harahan, LA 70123 

Mississippi River Trail, Inc. 
858 North Jackson Drive  
Fayetteville, AR 72701 

Mr. Justin T. Augustine III 
General Manager 
New Orleans Regional Transit Authority 
2817 Canal Street  
New Orleans, LA 70119 

Sheriff Martin N. Gusman 
Civil Division Office 
Orleans Parish 
403 Civil Courts Building 421 Loyola Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

Mr. Cedric Grant 
Executive Director 
Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans 
625 St. Joseph Street, Room 237  
New Orleans, LA 70165 

Ms. Tina Powell 
Field Environment Officer 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development 
500 Poydras Street, 9th Floor  
New Orleans, LA 70130-3099 

Ms. Doris Voitier 
Superintendent 
St. Bernard Parish Public Schools 
200 East St. Bernard Hwy  
Chalmette, LA 70043 

Mr. Robert J. Scafidel 
Executive Director 
St. Bernard Port, Harbor and Terminal District 
P.O. Box 1331  
Chalmette, LA 70044-1331 

Mr. Jeffrey P. Hebert 
Executive Director 
New Orleans Redevelopment Authority 
1409 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd.  
New Orleans, LA 70113 

Ms. Dani Galloway 
Special Asst. to Cedric Grant 
City of New Orleans 
625 St. Joseph Street, Room 237 
New Orleans, LA 70165 

Mr. Gerard J. Gillen, III 
Executive Director 
Orleans Levee District 
6920 Franklin Avenue  
New Orleans, LA 70122 

New Orleans Public Belt Railroad 
4822 Tchoupitoulas Street  
New Orleans, LA 70115 



Mr. Steve Peryonnin 
Executive Director 
Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana 
coalition@crcl.org 

 

 Mr. David Campbell 
Forestry Program Director 
Department of Agriculture & Forestry 
Office of Forestry 
ForestManagement@ldaf.state.la.us 

 

Dr. Charles McGimsey 
State Archaeologist and Director 
Department of Culture, Recreation, & Tourism 
Division of Archaeology 
cmcgimsey@crt.la.gov 

 

 Mr. Brad Spicer 
Assistant Commissioner 
Department of Agriculture & Forestry 
Office of Soil & Water Conservation 
soilandwaterinfo@ldaf.state.la.us 

 

Department of Culture, Recreation, & Tourism 
Office of State Parks 
ltgov@crt.la.gov 

 

 Mr. John LeBlanc 
Executive Director 
Department of Public Safety 
Highway Safety Commission 
John.LeBlanc@la.gov 

 

Ms. Tenney Sibley 
Director 
Department of Health and Hospitals 
Sanitarian Services 
tenney.sibley@la.gov 

 

 Ms. Carolyn Michon 
Manager 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Natural Heritage Program 
cmichon@wlf.la.gov 

 

Ms. Yuanda Zhu 
Department of Health and Hospitals 
OPH Engineering Services (BIN 10) 
yuanda.zhu@la.gov 

 

 Mr. William Day 
Director 
Department of Economic Development 
Office of Business Development 
william.day@la.gov 

 

Mr. Spencer Robinson 
OSL Administrator 
Division of Administration 
The Office of State Lands 
Spencer.Robinson@la.gov 

 

 Ms. Cindy O'Neal 
CFM, Manager 
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 
Cindy.ONeal@la.gov 

 

Ms. Stacey Talley 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Mineral Resources 
omr@la.gov 

 

 Mr. Buck Vandersteen 
Executive Director 
Louisiana Forestry Association 
lfa@laforestry.com 

 



Mr. Kevin D. Norton 
State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
State Office 
kevin.norton@la.usda.gov 

 

 Mr. W. Scott Gain 
Water Science Center Director 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Louisiana Water Science Center 
wsgain@usgs.gov 

 

The Honorable Jimmy Harris 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 99) 
harrisj@legis.la.gov 

 

 The Honorable John Bagneris 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 100) 
bagnerisj@legis.la.gov 

 

The Honorable Joseph Bouie 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 97) 
bouiej@legis.la.gov 

 

 The Honorable Karen Carter Peterson 
State Senator 
The State Senate (District 5) 
petersonk@legis.la.gov 

 

The Honorable Neil Abramson 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 98) 
abramson@legis.la.gov 

 

 The Honorable Raymond Garofalo 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 103) 
garofalor@legis.la.gov 

 

The Honorable Sharon Hewitt 
State Senator 
The State Senate (District 1) 
hewitts@legis.la.gov 

 

 The Honorable Stephanie Hilferty 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 94) 
hilfertys@legis.la.gov 

 

The Honorable Troy Carter 
State Senator 
The State Senate (District 7) 
cartert@legis.la.gov 

 

 The Honorable Walt Leger 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 91) 
legerw@legis.la.gov 

 

The Honorable Wesley Bishop 
State Senator 
The State Senate (District 4) 
bishopw@legis.la.gov 

 

 Captain Donovan Archote 
Troop Captain 
Louisiana State Police 
Troop B 
lspb@dps.la.gov 

 



The Honorable Mitchell J. Landrieu 
Mayor 
City of New Orleans 
City Hall 
mayor@nola.gov 

 

 Commander David Frank 
Commander 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Bridge Administration Division 
d8dpball@uscg.mil 

 

Mr. Mark A. Wright 
Vice President 
American Waterways Operators 
Southern Region 
mwright@americanwaterways.com 

 

 Mr. Ben Johnson 
President and CEO 
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
info@neworleanschamber.org 

 

Mr. Robert D. Rivers 
Executive Director 
City of New Orleans 
Planning Commission 
rdrivers@nola.gov / CPCINFO@NOLA.GOV 

 

 Ms. Nina Ockman 
District Secretary 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Crescent Soil & Water Conservation District 
nina.ockman@la.nacdnet.net 

 

Ms. Karen Clement 
Department of the Army 
New Orleans District 
Karen.L.Clement@usace.army.mil 

 

 The Honorable Chris Leopold 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 105) 
leopoldc@legis.la.gov 

 

The Honorable Conrad Appel 
State Senator 
The State Senate (District 9) 
appelc@legis.la.gov 

 

 The Honorable Gary Carter 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 102) 
carterg@legis.la.gov 

 

The Honorable Helena Moreno 
State Representative 
Louisiana House of Representatives (District 93) 
morenoh@legis.la.gov 

 

 The Honorable Jean-Paul J. Morrel 
State Senator 
The State Senate (District 3) 
morrelljp@legis.la.gov 

 

Mr. Richard Hartman 
Fishery Biologist, Team Leader 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
 
Habitat Conservation Division 
Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov 

 

 Lt. Col. Mark Jernigan, P.E., PMP 
Director 
City of New Orleans 
Department of Public Works 
dpw@nola.gov 

 



Mr. Aaron Miller 
Director 
City of New Orleans 
Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness 
almiller@nola.gov 

 

 Mr. Jerome Landry, CFM 
Floodplain Administrator 
Orleans Parish 
Department of Safety & Permits 
jlandry@nola.gov 

 

Mr. Paul Zimmerman 
Operations 
Port of New Orleans 
zimmermannp@portno.com 

 

 Dr. Henderson Lewis, Jr. 
Superintendent 
Orleans Parish School Board 
superintendent@opsb.us 

 

Mr. Walter Brooks 
Executive Director 
New Orleans Regional Planning Commission 
wbrooks@norpc.org 

 

 Mr. Jason Stopa 
Director of Community Development 
St. Bernard Parish 
Department of Community Development 
jstopa@sbpg.net 

 

Mr. Larry Cochran 
Parish President 
St. Charles Parish 
lcochran@stcharlesgov.net 

 

 Ms. Nicole Hobson-Morris 
Executive Director 
State of Louisiana Office of Cultural Development 
Division of Historic Preservation 
nhmorris@crt.la.gov 

 

Ms. Lesley E. Thomas 
Executive Director 
Housing Authority of New Orleans 
leugene@hano.org 

 

 Mr. Victor N. Richard III 
Chief Executive Officer 
New Orleans Recreation Development Commission 
vnrichard@nola.gov 

 

Mr. Ray Bolling 
Interim Director 
City of New Orleans 
Neighborhood Engagement 
rjbolling@nola.gov 

 

 Mr. Jared C. Brossett 
Council Member District "D" 
New Orleans City Council 
councildistrictd@nola.gov 

 

Mr. James A. Gray II 
Council Member District "E" 
New Orleans City Council 
jagray@nola.gov 

 

 Ms. Nadine M. Ramsey 
Council Member District "C" 
New Orleans City Council 
districtc@nola.gov 

 



Ms. Stacy Head 
Council Member-at-Large 
New Orleans City Council 
shead@nola.gov 

 

 Mr. Jason R. Williams 
Council Member-at-Large 
New Orleans City Council 
jasonwilliams@nola.gov 

 

Mr. Guy McInnis 
Parish President 
St. Bernard Parish 
presidentmcinnis@sbpg.net 

 

 Ms. Kerri Callais 
Council Member at Large East 
St. Bernard Parish Council 
kcallais@sbpg.net 

 

Mr. Richard J. Lewis 
Council Member at Large West 
St. Bernard Parish Council 
rlewis@sbpg.net 

 

 Mr. Nicholas Cali 
Director 
Lake Borgne Basin Levee District 
director@lbbld.com 

 

Mr. Martin Mayer 
Chief, Regulatory Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Rob.Heffner@usace.army.mil 

 

 Department of Culture, Recreation, & Tourism 
Office of State Parks 
parks@crt.la.gov 

 

Ms. Christine Charrier 
Program Manager 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Coastal Management, Permits Section 
Christine.Charrier@la.gov 

 

 Ms. Jasmine J. Haralson 
Director of Community Affairs & Board Secretary 
jjharalson@nola.gov 

 

Mr. Keith Lagrange 
Director of Public Works 
St. Bernard Parish 
klagrange@sbpg.net 

 

 Ms. Yolanda Banks Thomas 
Director or Recreation 
St. Bernard Parish 
ythomas@sbpg.net 

 

Ms. Linda Hardy 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
linda.hardy@la.gov 

 

 Mr. Shawn "Douglas" Starling 
Norfolk Southern 
douglas.starling@nscorp.com 

 



Mr. Carl Kocur 
Vice President of Engineering 
carlk@nopb.com 

 

 Mr. Shawn Blanchard 
Vice President of Transportation 
ShawnB@nopb.com 

 

Mr. Jim Stark 
Executive Director 
Gulf Intracoastal Canal Association 
jstark@gicaonline.com 

 

 Mr. Robert J. Scafidel 
Executive Director 
St. Bernard Port, Harbor and Terminal District 
rscafidel@stbernardport.com 

 

Ms. Amanda R. Moore 
Deputy Director 
National Wildlife Federation 
Mississippi River Delta Restoration Program 
MooreA@nwf.org 

 

 Mr. Felton Suthon 
Orleans Levee District 
fsuthon@orleanslevee.com 

 

Mr. Gillis McCloskey 
District Councilman 
St. Bernard Parish 
gmccloskeyiii@gmail.com 

 

 Mr. Andrew Jacques 
Economic Development Foundation Director 
St. Bernard Economic Development Foundation 
ajacques@sbedf.org 

 

Mr. Vic Landry 
Lock Administrator 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
victor.a.landry@usace.army.mil 

 

 Mr. Mark Nelson 
Director 
Crescent River Port Pilots Association 
mnelson@crescentpilots.com 

 

   

   



Neighborhood Organizations

Name Contact Email

Bunny Friend Neighborhood Association Incorporated Katherine Prevost bunnyfriendassoc@gmail.com

Bywater Neighborhood Association Mark Heck bywaterpresident@gmail.com

Citizens Action Committee Anthony N. Johnson tonyberu@cox.net

Edgewood Park Neighborhood Association Alisha Johnson alisha2709@gmail.com, edgewoodpark@yahoo.com

Fairmont Park Neighborhood Association Lemona Chandler fairmontpark@yahoo.com, lchandler8@att.net

Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association Gretchen Bomboy info@faubourgmarigny.org

Faubourg St. Roch Improvement Association Derrick Floyd St.RochImprovementAssociation@gmail.com

Florida/Desire Community Association Marguerite Doyle Johnston mdoylejohnston2@gmail.com

Gentilly Civic Improvement Association David Welch gentillycivic@gmail.com

Gentilly Sugar Hill Neighborhood Association Debra Joseph debjoecatering@att.net

Historic 7th Ward Neighborhood Improvement Association Carolyn LeBrane Tilton lebranelegacyfoundation@yahoo.com

Holy Cross Neighborhood Association William Waiters waiterswp@hotmail.com

Indian Village Neighborhood Association Pastor Mel Jones revmel90@netzero.net

Liberty Terrace Homeowners Association Renee Cooper Cambrice libertyterracehomeowners@yahoo.com

Lower Gentilly Neighborhood Development Assoc. Lemona Chandler lchandler8@cox.net

Lower Ninth Ward Neighborhood Council, Inc. Vera McFadden veramcfadden414@yahoo.com

Neighbors First for Bywater Julie Jones julienola@gmail.com

New Orleans East Economic Development Foundation Joan Savoy jsavoy@noeedf.org

New St. Claude Association of Neighbors Susan Brady sbrady@entergy.com

One Marigny Bill Walker onemarigny@gmail.com

Seventh Ward Neighborhood Association Dr. Mona Lisa Saloy 7thwardassoc@gmail.com

South 7th Ward Neighbors s7wneighbors@gmail.com

St. Claude Main Street Johnathan Rhodes hello@stclaude.org

St. Roch CDC Ben McLeish ben@strochcdc.org

Upper 9th Ward Florida Association, Incorporated Margurerite Doyle-Johnson madj8768@gmail.com

Upper Ninth Ward Community Association Rev. James R. Willis Jr. pastorjrw@aol.com

Lower 9th Ward Center for Sustainable Engagement and Development Arthur Johnson, CEP ajohnson@sustainthenine.org

Old Arabi Neighborhood Association mapechon@hotmail.com

Arabi Community Association Gillis McCloskey gmccloskey@sbpg.net

Lower 9th Ward Neighborhood Empowerment Network Association (NENA) Ron Mazier, Director ron@9thwardnena.org

Make it Right Foundation media@makeitright.org

mailto:waiterswp@hotmail.com
mailto:ajohnson@sustainthenine.org
mailto:ron@9thwardnena.org


Residences

Name Mailing Address (1) Mailing Address (2)

Alabama Great Southern Railrd / Company C/O Tax Dept 110 Franklin Rd S E Roanoke, VA  24042

Albert George H  3015 S. Cathay Circle Aurora, CO  80013

Allain Stella M 320 Meadows Ln Canton, GA  30114

Alliance Elysian Fields LLC  3131 Elysian Fields Ave New Orleans, LA  70122

Alphonse Lilly M Et Al 2512 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Armant Lloyd A Jr 12198 Spring Valley Dr Geismar, LA  70734

Auguillard Construction Corporation, Incorporated 5901 N Claiborne Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Bachemin Myra R  Et Al 2301 Valentine Ct New Orleans, LA  70114

Bacot C B, Et Al P.O. Box 1069 Summit, MS  39666

Baham Galetha M, Guillemet Cynthia M 2020 Ellen Park New Orleans, LA  70131

Bateman Robert J 8639 Hammond St New Orleans, LA  70127

Bellsouth Telecommunications,Inc 365 Canal St Suite 3000 New Orleans, LA  70130

Beloney Louis 1914 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Berger Lamera J  2634 Painters St New Orleans, LA  70117

Bienvenu Allen J Jr 720 Terry Dr Arabi, LA  70032

Board Of Commissioners Port Of New Orleans 1350 Port Of New Orleans Place New Orleans, LA  70130

Bolton Pamela A  2641 Eads St New Orleans, LA  70117

Booker Efzelda  2518 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Borjas Miriam 4674 Read Blvd New Orleans, LA  70127

Boulmay Dennis  1345 Charmaine Ave Baton Rouge, LA  70806

Boyd Rosa L 2115 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Bradley Lucille W 4636 Corinne St New Orleans, LA  70127

Brazzel Richard Et Al/ C/O Ms Carolyn Gettridge 1919 Bush St Oceanside, CA  92058

Brightman Charles 2622 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Broaden Calvin Jr, Smith Brenetta, Smith Gary, Smith Bridget, Smith Gregory, 

Portis Carol M, Williams Ollie

7632 Dogwood Dr New Orleans, LA  70126

Brooks Holdings Ll C  P.O. Box 6577 New Orleans, LA  70174

Brooks Jonas / C/O Miquel A Prado 42 Madrid Ave Kenner, LA  70065

Brown James Jr Veal Joyce 1419 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Brown Mercedes H 324 River Village Dr Destrehan, LA  70047

Brown Willie Jr 6028 N Prieur St New Orleans, LA  70117

Bryant Douglas G 6031 N Robertson St New Orleans, LA  70117

Bryant Irene 1010 Kilmichael Ave Montgomery, AL  39747

Bryant Tebo 5006 N Derbigny St New Orleans, LA  70117

Busse Albert, C/O New Orleans Mortgage C/O City Of New Orleans P.O. Box 19042 New Orleans, LA  70179

C & E Properties LLC 730 St. Charles Ave. #302 New Orleans, LA  70130

Cain Jean 5603 Dauphine St New Orleans, LA  70117



Cardriche Joan M 1709 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Carey Listin  Et Als 13000 Maple Wood Dr New Orleans, LA  70129

Carter Brenda D 2500 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Carter Claiborne J  3026 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Chimento Homes Builders Inc 215 W Moreau St Chalmette, LA  70043

Clark Lillian 912 E Magazine St Hammond, LA  70401

Clf Elysian Fields Llc (Lowes)/ C/O Property Tax Department P.O. Box 38 Arlington, TX  76004

Cobb Lionel, Cobb Susan B 1931 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Coldman Rosemary 2404 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Coleman Clive H,  Coleman Shirley J 2316 Reynes St New Orleans, LA  70117

Craft Jeanette 2422 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Crawford Sharmeeka, Young Carlton 70 County Rd 117 Vossburg, MS  39366

D & W Holdings And Properties LLC  1610 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd Suite D New Orleans, LA  70113

Daliet Robert  2652 Port St New Orleans, LA  70117

Dees Capria S, Daigs Candace S, C/O Charles Spann, Spann Cherie 1714 Flood St New Orleans, LA  70117

Delta Savings &Loan Assoc,  C/O Ronald J Vega 3500 N Hullen St Metairie, LA  70002

Demesme Vivian L 2632 Forstall St New Orleans, LA  70117

Dickson Arabella 2416 Tupelo St New Oleans, LA  70117

Dixon Michael,  Dixon Fredie J,  Dixon Shirley A, Stevens Charles, Carter 

Chevelle, White Jeanette D, Carter Seibe R, Carter Centrelle Et Al

3760 Clermont St New Orleans, LA  70122

Dollis Eddie 7461 Restgate Rd New Orleans, LA  70127

Dominique Rodney A  1445 Holiday Pl New Orleans, LA  70114

Dorch Cornella  Et Al 7408 Primose Dr New Orleans, LA  70126

Dorch Raymond 7408 Primrose St New Orleans, LA  70126

Doughty Samuel Jr 126 Everest Dr Slidell, LA  70458

Dunne Magdalene B 2521 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Dupard Angela I 1580 Burma Road Thibodaux, LA  70301

Dupre Archie N 395 Orange St, APT A Oakland, CA  94610

Durand David A Sr Durand Karen  1301 Robert E Lee Blvd New Orleans, LA  70122

Edwards Joe B 5820 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Edwards Leon 3109 Adonna Dr Huntsville, AL  35810

Edwards Russell Sr 12021 East Barrington Dr New Orleans, LA  70128

Esco Yolanda T 6022 N Roman St New Orleans, LA  70117

Esmail Mohammand 215 W Moreau St Chalmette, LA  70043

Eugene David Sr  13150 Maplewood Dr New Orleans, LA  70129

Family Advocacy & Neighborhood P.O. Box 50157 New Orleans, LA  70150

Farve Anthony 5206 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Fhh Properties LLC  3101 Elysian Fields Avenue New Orleans, LA  70122



Fisher Daniel Jr 4740 Viola St New Orleans, LA  70126

Fleming Philip A 1613 Carriage Ln Harvey, LA  70058

Fletcher Michael E Sr, Fletcher Dorothy M, Johnson Sharon A, Fletcher Artie, 

Fletcher Stacey T, Fletcher Aisha R, Fletcher Javon, Fletcher Audrey, Metter 

To,Ptju, Johnson Pamela F,  Marchand Marvin, Marchand Eric T, Spurlock 

Brandon, Spurlock Marcrecia, Spurlock Indi, Marchand Walter, Wilson Collon

580 Lenwood Dr Slidell, LA  70458

Fnr Properties LLC  3032 Elysian Fields Ave New Orleans, LA  70122
Fondal Mc Kinley 1810 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Foy Gregory,  Foy Michael,  Foy Reginald 2703 6th St N E Washington, DC  20017

Francois Keith A 4034 N Robertson St New Orleans, LA  70117

Frank Zealia,  Farve Anthony Jr Et Al 5206 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Gaines Patricia Etal P.O. Box 3206 New Orleans, LA  70177

Gideon Christian Fellowship C/O Leslie Ellis, Administrator 3401 Elysian Fields Ave New Orleans, LA  70122

Gilyot Andrew D  8012 Hickman St New Orleans, LA  70127

Glenn Carl 821 Richard Lane Gretna, LA  70065

Glenn Lionel 2120 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Graves Tomie J 207 Chaney Avenue York, AL  36925

Greater Hill Of Zion Baptist Church  1520 Alvar St New Orleans, LA  70117

Green Albert S 6809 Rugby Ct New Orleans, LA  70126

Green Geric,  Green Myra F 9017 Olive St New Orleans, LA  70118

Greenup Rodney D Sr,  C/O Doughty Place LLC 126 Everest Dr Slidell, LA  70458

Guillemet Cynthia M 5650 Lacour Monique St New Orleans, LA  70131

Hall Salvadore J,  C/O Michael Alphonse 2512 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Harris David,  Burse Esther, Jones Deborah,  Burse Esther,  Jones Deborah 8428 Apricot St Apt B New Orleans, LA  70118

Harris Deborah A 2018 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117
Hart Lloyd A  Et Al 568 Lauricella Ave. Jefferson, LA  70121

Hawkins Edward / C/O Sainte Rita Smith P.O. Box 34514 Los Angeles, CA  90034

Hebert Maxine 15 Babcock Lane Willingboro, NJ  8046

Heir LLC 1000 Tchoupitoulas St New Orleans, LA  70153

Hill Dorothy N,  Hill Linda,  Hill Cynthia, Hill Terry,  Hill Jessie 1427 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Hinton Terry  Et Al 3166 Larchmont Lane San Pablo, CA  94806

Holden Mary 1834 Desire St New Orleans, LA  70117

Holmes Marlon 5217 Forest Park Lane New Orleans, LA  70131

Housing Authority Of New Orleans 4100 Touro St New Orleans, LA  70122

Hu Yao J & Guan Xiu X  38 Holloway Ave San Francisco, CA  94112

Irvin Antoine G, Sanders Tresa K 2126 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117



Irvin Benjamin,  Shields Mandaline I,  Irvin Russell Jr,  Irvin Henry L Sr,  Irvin 

Harold G Sr,  Johnson Beverly I,  Kay Rosalind I,  Irvin Harris Sr,  Irvin Adam J 

Sr, Irvin Eric A

P.O. Box 2317 Harvey, LA  70059

Irvin Harold G 2341 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Irvin Harris Sr 2542 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Irvin Rosalind M 1427 Poland Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

J W Mortgage Co, C/O D L Kirschenheuter 3801 N Causeway/Ste 209 Metairie, LA  70002

Jackson Charlene B 3874 English Vally Dr Ellenwood, GA  30294

Jee Frank F  3018 Elysian Fields Ave New Orleans, LA  70122

Jenneford Walsdorf H 730 Bellemeade Blvd. Gretna, LA  70056

Johnson Clinton J 2604 Alabo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Johnson Dean P.O. Box 37403 Houston, TX  77237

Johnson James,  C/O James Ellis Johnson 1819 Golden Gate Ave #12 San Francisco, CA  94115

Johnson Paul Sr  2622 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Jones Johnnie M, C/O Arronisha Banks 46515 W Lee Hughes Rd Hammond, LA  70401

Jones Saint C 71 Cochrane Dr Chalmette, LA  70043

Kagler Jimmie  2407 Law St New Orleans, LA  70117

King Eddie N Jr  2842 Florida Wk New Orleans, LA  70117

Labat Cary, Labat Barry 7569 Stonewood St New Orleans, LA  70128

Lacy Eddie Sr Lacy Ethel Mae.P 4208 General Ogden St New Orleans, LA  70118

Lafiton Virginia 2221 Cambronne St New Orleans, LA  70118

Landry Marquita K 1841 Lamanche St New Orleans, LA  70117

Laschay Sherry Et Al 1439 Claude St Dallas, TX  75203

Leflore Ormond N Sr 1705 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Lewis James B, C/O Wesley Broaden 2022 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Lewis Roycelyn P.O. Box 1621 Westwego, LA  70096

Lewis Talmadege  21 Kristen Court New Orleans, LA  70128

Lower 9th Ward Neighborhood Empowerment 1123 Lamanche St New Orleans, LA  70117

Lower Ninth Ward Center For Sustainable Engagement Development 5130 Chartres St New Orleans, LA  70117

Lucas Joshua L 5742 Louis Prima Dr W New Orleans, LA  70128

Lundy Willie J 5226 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Lymuel Emmett O Ii 2832 Azalea Ave San Jacinto, CA  92582

Magee Sean D,   C/O Creshell Brown & Bernadette Williams 1506 E Silverleaf St Gonzales, LA  70737

Magee Tomie C Jr 602 Barkers Cove Houston, TX  77079

Magee Zebdee 3777 Gentilly Blvd New Orleans, LA  70122

Maloney Cinque, Ltd  2401 Elysian Fields Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Mancuso Sandra  Et Al 28 Nouveau Lane West Metairie, LA  70003

Marcelle Matthew G  2650 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Martin Properties, Inc P.O. Box 888 Meraux, LA  70075



Martin Shawn, Wendell Martin 2540 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Matthews Pearl S 5432 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Maurice Mattie K  Et Als 2638 Deers St New Orleans, LA  70117

Mc Gee Clyde Z 3777 Gentilly Blvd New Orleans, LA  70122

Mc Gee Helen J 2132 St Bernard Ave New Orleans, LA  70119

Mearis F V 1612 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Mearis Willie Jr,  Lillian Mccarty,  Mearis Calvin,  Henry Joyce,  Florence Baker 1804 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Merricks Carl B P.O. Box 3152 New Orleans, LA  70177

Miles Willie 2819 St Anthony St New Orleans, LA  70119

Miller Arnold  Et Al 3042 Laussat Place New Orleans, LA  70117

Miller Yvonne C P.O. Box 770441 New Orleans, LA  70177

Mims Garren T 4751 Lennox Blvd New Orleans, LA  70131

Mims Yolanda 7558 Marquis St New Orleans, LA  70128

Minor Jo Ann 712 Belleville St New Orleans, LA  70114

Minor Mabel R 4701 Sherwood Dr New Orleans, LA  70128

Minority Enterprises Inc./ C/O Attorney Nils Douglas 418 Common St Suite 100 New Orleans, LA  70130

Miracle Faith Healing And Deliverance Temple P.O. Box 872742 New Orleans, LA  70187

Morgan Raymond,  Morgan Edmond, Morgan Bernard,  Morgan Daniel Et Al 2611 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Morning Star Baptist Church Of New Orleans, La 3124 Florida Avenue New Orleans, LA  70117
Morris Mark S 2023 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Morrow Robert F  C/O Anne Waterhouse 1841 France St Apt A New Orleans, LA  70117

Moses Corey 929 U S Highway 90 Mesquite, TX  75150

Mumford Ethel M 4829 Burgundy St New Orleans, LA  70117

Nevels Viola S  C/O Chester M. Nevels 5065 Rodrick Trail Marietta, GA  30066

New Testament Baptist Church 1018 Parc Helene Dr Marrero, LA  70072

Newman Carol A 2427 Marais St New Orleans, LA  70117

Nguyen Dung H 13819 Coral Wood Lane Sugar Land, TX  77498

Noble Christine B  3016 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Noel Pamela J 4806 E Adams Ct New Orleans, LA  70128

Ord Angeline W  2810 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Parker Marlon G 12189 River Walk Dr Geismar, LA  70734

Parker Vivian T 602 Barkers Cove Houston, TX  77079

Pellebon Bernice R 2233 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Peters Paul Sr Peters Demetra G  2649 Almonaster Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Pham Hai T  2826 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Phillips Nathan 612 Park Esplanade Blvddg New Orleans, LA  70119



Phillips Odile S, Adams Lori P,  Phillips Daryl, Dawn Deal, Phillips Louis N Jr 2740 St Nick Dr New Orleans, LA  70131

Pierre Joseph  2420 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Platenburg Georgia M  Et Al/ C/O Christine Noble 3016 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Porche Mark D 80 Marywood Ct New Orleans, LA  70128

Powell-Lacey Rosemary 12631 N Lake Carmel Dr New Orleans, LA  70128

Pratt Blanche R 4627 Perelli Dr New Orleans, LA  70127

Prevost Elaine  627 Herron Ct. Fairburn, GA  30213

Price Brenda L 1523 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Pugh Cora C 1717 Tricou St New Orleans, LA  70117

Pugh Willie L Jr, C/O Harris Irvin Sr 2542 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Quintero Danne 2241 Port St New Orleans, LA  70117

Rainey Annette S 1414 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Ramirez Cynthia  2193 Hope St New Orleans, LA  70119

Rhodes Bradley C 406 Warrington Dr New Orleans, LA  70122

Richard Kenya L, Hodges Guillory 1821 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Richard Quentella M 2544 10th St Slidell, LA  70458

Richardson Gregory,   C/O Kenneth Mcgruder Sr 917 Gordon St New Orleans, LA  70117

Rivera Oscar A 2515 Elder St New Orleans, LA  70122

Robinson Patricia W  4969 St Roch Ave New Orleans, LA  70122

Rosemore Elmarie J T Et Al, C/O Louis Joseph 5922 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Ross Frederick 1436 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Rucker Deanne Snowball 2017 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Saad Brothers, LLC 6100 N Claiborne Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Sanchez Orvis M Sr 5405 Stillwater Dr New Orleans, LA  70128

Saul Joseph W P.O. Box 775 Baker, LA  70704

Schloegel Samuel A  6124 Bellaire Dr New Orleans, LA  70124

Schneider Alan 48 Traminer Dr Kenner, LA  70065

Severan Mack 11651 W Barrington Dr New Orleans, LA  70128

Seymore Alvin 2124 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Silver Creek Baptist Church 2334 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Simmons Charles I Jr And  Simmons Terese 4546 Hickerson Dr New Orleans, LA  70127

Singletary Joseph J. Jr  Et Al 4208 Asher Apt D Kenner, LA  70065

Slaughter Levi Jr 5851 N Claiborne Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Small Alonzo M 4423 Bundy Rd New Orleans, LA  70127

Smith John E 9008 Troy Dr Fort Worth, TX  76123

Smith Oliver 2624 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Sparacio John J 325 Madelyn Lane River Ridge, LA  70123

Sparks Mechele G 2030 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117



Spears Patricia W P.O. Box 770441 New Orleans, LA  70177

Stewart Brothersllc  P.O. Box 9347 Bridge City, LA  70096

Stewart Maxine,  Stewart Gregory 3146 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Stewart Trisha Y 7630 Weaver Ave New Orleans, LA  70127

System Capital Real Property Corp/McDonalds Corp P.O. Box 66207 AMF OHARE AIRPORT Chicago, IL  60666

Theodore Wilbert A Jr 6418 Peony St New Orleans, LA  70131

Third Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church 2844 Piety St New Orleans, LA  70126

Thomas Jermaine T 1616 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Thomas Peter V,  Thomas Vibiana L,  Thomas Francis,  Thomas Alonzo 6101 N Roman St New Orleans, LA  70117

Thompson Cleveland J Jr  7440 Farwood Dr New Orleans, LA  70126

Thompson Michelle B 1848 Hampton Dr Harvey, LA  70058

Thornton Odelia,  Thornton Albert,  Tilton Louise T, Thornton Ernestine T, C/O 

Donjun Trucking Service LLC

500 Driftwood Circle Slidell, LA  70458

Todd Bergeron LLC  711 Pecan Grove Lane Jefferson, LA  70121

Trent Development Corp 2641 Roffignac St New Orleans, LA  70117

Turner Cleven Jr, Turner Cecilia A, Turner Cleven III 3539 Republic St New Orleans, LA  70122

Turner Ivory L  2644 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Uzee Joann 6321 N Galvez St New Orleans, LA  70117

Verrett Evelyn E  Et Als 20136 Gunlock Ave Carson, CA  90746

Waller David 5609 John Stockbauer Dr, Apt. 20202 Victoria, TX  77904

Waller Willie H 121 Pinehurst Ct New Orleans, LA  70128

Walters Chayana B 7167 W Jackson Dr New Orleans, LA  70117

Washington Alvarnette M 2340 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Washington Ernestine C 1115 Louisa St Thibodaux, LA  70301

Washington Harrison 857 South Rimpau Blvd Los Angeles, CA  90005

Washington Monica M,  C/O Stella L Knigh P.O. Box 52711 Baton Rouge, LA  70892

Washington Perry 2309 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Waterhouse Edward Jr 5830 Florida Ave New Orleans, LA  70117

Waterhouse Edward Jr,  Waterhouse Annie M, Waterhouse Carmelita, 

Waterhouse Patricia Et Al

1841 France St Apt A New Orleans, LA  70117

Wautashi Construction Inc / C/O Alia Legaux 4313 Cousins Blvd Marrero, LA  70072

Webster Thomas J 4818 Toulon St New Orleans, LA  70130

Webster Thomas J,  Et Al C/O John Dale Lea 826 Old Landing Rd Covington, LA  70433

Webster Thomas J, Trueblood Linda W Et Al 4818 Toulon St New Orleans, LA  70129

Whitaker Karen C, Lucien Robert L Sr 1915 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

White Joseph F Sr, White Angele C, White Joseph F Jr 1661 N Claiborne Ave New Orleans, LA  70116

Williams Elvira V, Williams Elvira V, Howze Howard, Howze Bridget 2338 Tupelo St New Orleans, LA  70117

Williams Lavar M, Williams Damien L 89 Katelyn Way New Bedford, MA  02745



Williams Truley 4300 Prentiss Dr New Orleans, LA  70126

Wilmington Savings Fund Society , C/O Michael Jedynak 1505 N 19th St Monroe, LA  71201

Wingate Debbie M 4327 Reynes St. New Orleans, LA  70126

Woods Willie A 1205 Doverville Ct Slidell, LA  70461

Woodside Joann G P.O. Box 19873 New Orleans, LA  70179

Yellow Brick Road Construction 4033 S Chipwood Dr Harvey, LA  70058

Marquita Landry 1826 Tupelo St. New Orleans, LA  70117

Clinton Johnson 2417 Tupelo St. New Orleans, LA  70117

Rodney Dominque 2610 Florida Ave. New Orleans, LA  70117

David Waller 115 N. Bridge St., Room 330 Victoria, TX  77901



Churches

Name Address City State Zip

Caffin Avenue Seventh Day Adventist Church 1029 Caffin Ave New Orleans LA 70117

Good News Baptist Church 2301 Painters St New Orleans LA 70117

Our Lady of Prompt Succor 2320 Paris Rd Chalmette LA 70043

Mt Moriah Baptist Church 2407 Louisa St New Orleans LA 70117

House Of Hope Fellowship 2510 Congress St New Orleans LA 70117

Macedonia Church-God In Christ 3015 Louisa St New Orleans LA 70126

Miracle Faith Healing-Dlvrnc Church 3056 Laussat Pl New Orleans LA 70117

St Mary of the Angels Church 3501 N Miro St New Orleans LA 70117

Light City Church 6117 St Claude Ave New Orleans LA 70117

New Israel Baptist Church 6322 St Claude Ave New Orleans LA 70117

Bethel A.M.E. Church 1437 Caffin Ave. New Orleans LA 70117

Franklin Avenue Baptist Church 2515 Franklin Ave New Orleans LA 70117

St David Catholic Church 5617 St Claude Ave New Orleans LA 70117

Sanchez Community Center 1616 Caffin Ave New Orleans LA 70117
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Comment Form and Handouts



Florida Avenue Project Environmental Assessment (EA)
St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes
State Project No. H.005720
Federal Aid Project No. H005720

COMMENTS

Name:

Address / City / State / Zip:

Email: Telephone:

1.  Why is a fixed bridge or a movable bridge a better design for the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal crossing?

2.  What concerns do you have regarding a 73-foot bridge height, 125-foot bridge height, or 156‑foot bridge height over the Inner
     Harbor Navigational Canal?

3.  Do you currently walk or bike across the existing Florida Avenue (blue) bridge?  How would the proposed new bridge height
     affect your decision to use the bridge to cross the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal?

4.  Which option do you prefer for a north/south connection between Florida Avenue and St. Claude Avenue/St. Bernard Hwy 
     (LA 46) and why?

North/South Alternative 1 
(near Alexander Avenue)

North/South Alternative 2
(east of Guerengeh Canal / 
Proposed Monument)

North/South Alternative 3
(near Dr. Meraux Boulevard)

5.  Have you visited Bayou Bienvenue or the 40 Arpent Canal Observatory in the past and, if so, did you drive or walk to either  
     park?

Yes Drive

No Walk

Comments mailed must be postmarked no later than September 28, 2016, to be part of the public meeting record; however, 
comments will be accepted throughout the project process. Comments can also be sent to FloridaAveEA@gmail.com.

Web  http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=97



6.  Do you have any concerns about the proposed at-grade railroad crossing at the Oliver Yard rail facility near Florida Avenue and
     Almonaster Avenue or the New Orleans Public Belt at-grade railroad crossing near France Street?  Do you have any  
    suggestions for improvement?

7.  Are there any issues along the corridor that may affect the viability of an alignment and that may not yet be known by the
    project team?

8.  Please share any additional specific comments you have about the proposed project. The more specific your comments are,
     the more useful they are to the project team.

Florida Avenue Project
P.O. Box 56845 
New Orleans, LA  70156

Place
Stamp
Here

Fold here

Close with tape here



Florida Avenue Project Environmental Assessment (EA)
St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes
State Project No. H.005720
Federal Aid Project No. H005720

Fact Sheet

Purpose
Reevaluate the proposed action in the 2007 Final EA and 
analyze additional bridge alternatives to ID overall cost savings.

Need 
Provide a reliable Florida Avenue connection from Elysian Fields 
Ave. to Paris Rd.  Provide an optimal north/south connection 
from Florida Ave. to the Port of St. Bernard, and build a new 
roadway bridge over the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal adjacent 
to the existing Florida Ave. Bridge.

Schedule
The environmental assessment process varies in length but 
typically ranges from 1 to 2 years.  The schedule for this study 
includes many activities that are dependent upon others. 
We are currently at the Data Collection, Engineering, and 
Environmental studies stage.  The study is anticipated to be 
completed in February 2018.

Concept Alignments

Alternatives sections based on the 2013 Stage “0” Feasibility Study

Phase 1
Center Bridge Section

Phase 2
West Section and 

Tupelo Street

Phase 3
East Section

Phase 4
North / South 

Section

FIXED BRIDGE

Fixed Bridge A Elysian Fields 
to Alvar Street / 
Poland Avenue

Caffin Avenue to 
Paris Road

North / South 1

Fixed Bridge B North / South 2

Fixed Bridge C

Elysian Fields 
to Alvar Street / 
Poland Avenue 

Elevated

North / South 3

DOUBLE-LEAF 
BASCULE BRIDGE

VERTICAL LIFT 
BRIDGE

Movable Bridge 
A / B*

Paris Road 
Improvements

Tupelo Street

*Movable bridge alternatives A and B provide the same traffic configuration, thus, for the current evaluation, they will be treated as the 
same alternative from a traffic perspective.

Study area map on reverse side



Study Area



Florida Avenue Project Environmental Assessment (EA)
St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes
State Project No. H.005720
Federal Aid Project No. H005720

Design Challenges



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX E 

 

PowerPoint Presentation with Script 



Silence

1



On behalf of the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, in cooperation 
with the Federal Highway Administration, we would like to welcome you to the Public 
Meeting for the Florida Avenue roadway project.

2



This project has a long history.  Tonight we will explain what is different about this step in 
the process versus the previous studies. 

We also need your help. We need to know your concerns and preferences. This information 
is an important part of the evaluation, which includes regulatory requirements, engineering 
standards, consistency with other plans and costs.

3



We have some questions for you, which will be shown at the end of this presentation too.

4



5



The idea for this project has been around since the early 20th century. The New Orleans 
1927 Master Plan included a thoroughfare that extended from West End Blvd. in Orleans 
Parish to the St. Bernard Parish line. 

6



In 1967 the a Trans City Expressway was evaluated. (CLICK) This thoroughfare extended the 
proposed route in the 1927 master plan to Paris Road in St. Bernard Parish. 

In 1985 (CLICK) a corridor study for the current project termini was completed, which 
proposed construction of a fixed bridge across the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal or IHNC.
Construction of the proposed bridge was originally included in the Transportation 
Infrastructure Model for Economic Development (TIMED) program created by the Louisiana 
Legislature in 1989. However, construction of the bridge was later placed on hold by 
LADOTD due to environmental concerns surrounding the project and the need for further 
studies.

7



In 2003 the project resumed with an Environmental Assessment that is completed for all 
federal actions or funded projects.  It was completed in 2005, and amended in 2007. 
(CLICK) The 2007 environmental assessment focused on the bridge over the IHNC. 
Connections to Florida Avenue were considered secondary features. 

8



In 2013, (CLICK) LADOTD revisited the project to identify cost saving opportunities. The 
alternative from 2007, which included an elevated section through the central wetlands, 
north of the 40 Arpent Canal in St. Bernard Parish was reconfigured as an at‐grade roadway 
(CLICK).

The study underway now, is the next step toward federal approval and construction. 

9



Pause – So what is the project team trying to accomplish?

10



This step in the implementation is required by the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA). NEPA requires that a federally funded action or project must to be evaluated 
on its merits.  The evaluation objective is to improve federal funding and action decisions 
based on planning data and analyses; and upon agency, official and public input.

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development and the Federal Highway 
Administration have determined that the significance of potential impacts is uncertain for 
this project, so an Environmental Assessment or EA is the appropriate level of study.

11



A key feature of the NEPA process is the establishment of the project 
purpose and need.  

Needs for the project are to

• provide a reliable Florida Avenue connection from Elysian Fields Ave. 
to Paris Rd.

• And to provide an optimal north/south connection and new bridge 
over the IHNC.

12



The environmental assessment process varies in length but typically ranges from 1 to 2 
years.  The schedule for this study includes many activities that are dependent upon others. 

We are currently at the Data Collection, Engineering, and Environmental studies stage. 
(CLICK)

The study is anticipated to be completed in February 2018.

13



Each LADOTD project goes through these seven stages of the project delivery process. 
(CLICK)The 2013 study was stage 0. (CLICK) The current study, or Environmental 
Assessment is stage 1.

(CLICK) Construction would start 3 or more years after the Environmental Assessment.

14



15



The project area is located between Elysian Fields Avenue (CLICK) and Paris Road (CLICK), 
extending south to St. Claude Avenue (CLICK) in Orleans Parish and West St. Bernard HWY 
(CLICK) in St. Bernard Parish.

16



17



The alternatives can be broken down into priority phases for construction as 

shown here, with the center bridge section having the highest or first priority.  

Alternatives will initially be evaluated per the purpose and need for the 

project.

Then, using input from officials, you, and other members of the public the 

team will consider available environmental and traffic planning data to 

identify the best alternatives for detailed study. 

18



This graphic illustrates the phasing priority of the project.

As noted, the highest priority, Phase 1 (CLICK) includes an additional bridge 

over the Inter Harbor Navigational Canal. The new bridge will be adjacent 

to the existing “blue bridge.” 

Phase 2 includes (CLICK) improvements to existing Florida Avenue between 

Elysian Fields and Alvar Street/Poland Avenue. (CLICK) Phase 2 also includes 

improvements to Tupelo Street. 

Phase 3 (CLICK) includes improvements to existing Florida Avenue east of 

the IHNC in Orleans Parish as well as a new roadway along this alignment in 

St. Bernard Parish. Current plans show the roadway in St. Bernard Parish will 

be constructed at-grade and will connect to Paris Road. 

19



Phase 4 (CLICK) includes one of three north/south alternatives that would 

connect Florida Avenue to St. Claude Avenue/St. Bernard Highway or 

improvements to Paris Road.  

19



Both a fixed‐span and movable bridge designs are being considered for the crossing of the 
IHNC.  The display area contains boards that show what these alternatives would look like.  
This example typical‐section illustrates the cross‐section for the fixed bridge alternatives. 
For safety reasons, bicycle and pedestrian access across the high‐level fixed bridge would 
not be permitted.

20



21

The project team is aware of local plans for bicyclists and pedestrians. The New Orleans 
2030 Master Plan as well as St. Bernard Parish’s 2014 Comprehensive Plan include planned 
bicycle lanes along Florida Avenue and the Florida Walk Canal respectively. 

In keeping with the plans of the local governments and following the LADOTD complete 
streets guidelines, the proposed Florida Avenue project will implement multiuse pedestrian 
paths along corridor (CLICK). 



As noted, beneficial and adverse effects of the preliminary alternatives on display tonight 
will be compared to each other.  Using public and official input and available technical 
information, some alternatives and options will be omitted from further considerations; 
others will be retained for detailed study.
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Throughout the environmental assessment process, the project team will be faced with 
challenges. An important step in resolving these issues is early identification of challenges 
and seeking government, agency, and public input.

23



One issue the project team is facing is the railroad crossing at the Norfolk Southern Oliver 
Yard (CLICK). The Oliver yard is located in Orleans Parish near the intersection of Florida 
Avenue and Almonaster Ave.

24



At the Oliver Yard, shown here, Florida Avenue crosses 6 railroad tracks (CLICK). Preliminary 
estimates show that a car waiting for a train to pass at this location, would be stopped 
between 4 and 21 minutes. 
On average, approximately 62 trains cross Florida Avenue throughout a 24‐hour period at 
this location. 

25



Please refer to the “design challenges” board for more details on the Oliver Yard crossing 
and other project issues.

26



What issues will be considered and evaluated in the detailed study of retained alternatives?

27



Issues of concern expressed by officials and the public will be a focus area along with other 
issues identified through regulatory requirements and engineering and planning 
judgement.

All analyses will start with collection of data such as those listed here.

28



Following data collection, traffic analyses will be conducted to determine design 
configurations that will operate effectively upon opening and into the future planning 
horizon of 2040.  Using the results of this analysis and other physical constraints identified, 
the team will configure alternatives to accommodate future needs.

29



Next, the team will evaluate the effects – both adverse and beneficial – of the retained and 
refined alternatives. (CLICK)

Analysis on refined alternatives will include wetlands, wildlife and habitat, and endangered 
species. (CLICK)

Analysis will also consider pedestrian and bicycle facilities, contamination sites, air and 
noise impacts, and construction.  

30



We have initiated coordination with agencies, officials, and public along with coordinated 
decisions on project features and collected selected data sets.

Following this meeting, the team will proceed with screening alternatives, followed by 
detailed traffic, engineering and environmental studies.  All of this will be documented in 
the EA that will be distributed; followed by public hearing and a project decision regarding 
the selected alternative.

31



Again, we need your help.  This is the first public meeting for this current implementation 
step.

32



First – sign‐up for future notices and provide comments.  

Following refinement of alternatives, the team intends to hold another public meeting, and 
following distribution of the Environmental Assessment, a public hearing will be held.

33



You will soon be directed to the display area where project team members can answer 
questions, but please consider these questions in your verbal or written comment forms, 
and please remember to answer the question, “Why?”  We need to understand your 
reasoning for your comments to fully use them.  

34



If you choose to mail the comment form, please be sure that it is postmarked no later than 
September 28, 2016.  The address for mailing is pre‐printed on the Comment Form. You 
may also email your comments to the address shown here.

Many of the graphics displayed in this presentation are available for viewing tonight. A 
copy of this presentation will be included in a summary of this meeting on the LADOTD 
website.

35



We appreciate your time tonight and promise that your comments will be used in the 
evaluation and selection of an alternative for implementation.

Now, please proceed to exhibits area to speak with our project team members, who will
answer your questions.

36



Thanks again. This is the end of the presentation.  It will be repeated every 15 minutes until 
7:00 pm tonight.

37
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Florida Avenue Project Environmental Assessment (EA)
St. Bernard and Orleans Parishes
State Project No. H.005720
Federal Aid Project No. H005720

COMMENTS

Name:

Address / City / State / Zip:

Email: Telephone:

1. Why is a fixed bridge or a movable bridge a better design for the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal crossing?

2. What concerns do you have regarding a 73-foot bridge height, 125-foot bridge height, or 156‑foot bridge height over the Inner
Harbor Navigational Canal?

3. Do you currently walk or bike across the existing Florida Avenue (blue) bridge?  How would the proposed new bridge height
affect your decision to use the bridge to cross the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal?

4. Which option do you prefer for a north/south connection between Florida Avenue and St. Claude Avenue/St. Bernard Hwy
(LA 46) and why?

North/South Alternative 1 
(near Alexander Avenue)

North/South Alternative 2
(east of Guerengeh Canal / 
Proposed Monument)

North/South Alternative 3
(near Dr. Meraux Boulevard)

5. Have you visited Bayou Bienvenue or the 40 Arpent Canal Observatory in the past and, if so, did you drive or walk to either
park?

Yes Drive

No Walk

Comments mailed must be postmarked no later than September 28, 2016, to be part of the public meeting record; however, 
comments will be accepted throughout the project process. Comments can also be sent to FloridaAveEA@gmail.com.

Web  http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=97

Aaron Johnson

The Gathering, 7265 St. Claude Ave.

Arabi, LA  70032 504-610-7779

Fixed  - We don't need more traffic delays.

No concerns except for safety and good passage for everyone involved.

No - I don't go back to Florida Ave., especially on foot.  I would still drive and use that route if access was easier than St. 
Claude or Judge Perez.

X

Dr. Meaux is a more commerical area w/ Gov't complex and Wal-Mart.

X

aaronj@thegatheringcc.com



6. Do you have any concerns about the proposed at-grade railroad crossing at the Oliver Yard rail facility near Florida Avenue and
Almonaster Avenue or the New Orleans Public Belt at-grade railroad crossing near France Street?  Do you have any
suggestions for improvement?

7. Are there any issues along the corridor that may affect the viability of an alignment and that may not yet be known by the
project team?

8. Please share any additional specific comments you have about the proposed project. The more specific your comments are,
the more useful they are to the project team.

Florida Avenue Project
P.O. Box 56845 
New Orleans, LA  70156

Place
Stamp
Here

Fold here

Close with tape here
7265 St. Claude Ave. 

Arabi, LA  70032
No concerns except for long projects and just hoping plans are thought through and keep strategic planning in mind.

The Alexander Ave. alternative seems like it would cut right through a residential neighborhood, which includes our community 
center/church building.     

I hope as many factors as possible can be considered during this environmental assessment. 



 

 

LA Department of Transportation & Development 
FloridaAveEA@gmail.com 
 
Following is comment of the Holy Cross Neighborhood Association on the Florida Avenue 
Project, State Project H005720. 
 
1. This project will have significant impact on the Holy Cross Neighborhood, an integral part of 
the Lower Ninth Ward and its surrounding wetlands.  
 
2. Although the project has been planned for a long time and through different eras, the public  
has for long periods been left out of the planning.  After Katrina, required public meetings were 
cancelled, and the project here was approved without us, much to our community's dismay. 
 
3. Because of Katrina the world here has shifted to great work of environmental restoration.  A 
main focus is community connection to wetlands. The access platform over the floodwall at 
Caffin Avenue above Florida is both symbolic and well utilized. This is a major change in 
orientation for an entire community that should be reflected in the Florida Bridge/road plan. 
 
4. The drawings recently seen October 8, 2016 at St David's School for the Florida Project seem 
very linear and difficult to comprehend.  The project seemed to envision a limited access 
roadway along a blank wall barrier of railroad tracks and floodwall. But cutting across this 
linearity is a new lifeline of access to the wetlands for us. We do not want a limited access high 
speed roadway here.  People here might prefer more surface road traffic signal control at major 
points. Obviously Florida Avenue could be improved but people do not want radical change. 
 
5. If improvement is made to existing Florida Avenue you might consider a better standard state 
road accessible to all and with easy access at grade for streets and to the wetlands.  It should 
be a conduit east and west but also in places north and south. A conventional roadway/modest 
highway at grade level would be more practical and useful all the way from Elysian Fields to St 
Bernard Paris Road. The functionality would be broad for many users and not create further 
concrete and steel barriers and cull-de-sacs in the community and barriers to wetland access.   
 
This would be in synch with the prospect of removing elevated I-10 along North Claiborne 
Avenue for many of the same reasons, including cost.  Not because this is a sure thing but 
because an improved road like St Claude or N. Claiborne, coming through Lower Nine would be 
fine for the majority that do not want to see high speed limited access for certain industrial users 
that acts as a barrier in our neighborhood. It would likely be a welcome option for any and all 
users by favoring none. 
 
6. The connections at Elysian Fields would be in vicinity of the very congested area of the 
overpass over Florida Avenue Canal and railroad tracks.  I-10 is there and I-610 within a very 
short distance, and neighborhoods, and businesses.  Very congested.  So a conventional road 
easily accessed would seem in order here rather than great loops of concrete and steel and 
large signage. Keep it simple and direct.  Keep it usable and affordable for many users, long 
and short distance trips.  If it does not serve the Lower Ninth Ward effectively we do not care to 
see it built in our neighborhood because it will be a high speed limited access barrier few folks 
can or will care to use. 
 
7. Tupelo St. We believe that the Port of St Bernard's needs for a new roadway should not be 
the major determinant for the use of Tupelo Street in the Lower Ninth Ward, when there are 
several more suitable routes in St Bernard Parish that would connect to Florida Avenue, and to 



 

 

existing Paris Road default route.  Tupelo Street may look like a plum on the map but it is in the 
middle of a recovering close-knit family centered neighborhood where easily accessible short 
trips are important to people living there. We do not want this street transformed to serve truck 
traffic, or bring access limitations to connecting streets with limited access roadway concepts.  It 
would be better to route heavy traffic northward in St Bernard where that Port is and where 
there are  drainage canals and  government facility (Jackson Barracks) barriers that already 
block cross-traffic and do not interfere with complex neighborhoods. 
 
8. The issue of the high rise bridge seems moot since the MRGO deep draft shipping channel is 
gone.  A new bridge, if built, should be much lower.  If opened it should open seldom but quickly 
to the purpose, even remotely.  We prefer double bascule rather than vertical lift span because 
we have long experienced these in action and prefer the former for speed (actual, not 
theoretical).  The double bascule even partially open will allow passage that a fixed lift span 
would not.  
 
9.  The new bridge and its approaches should have minimal visual, noise and other adverse 
impacts on the adjacent wetlands, including Bayou Bienvenue and the recovering 
Cypress/Tupelo swamp very close by.  This argues for low structures and low speeds.  Less is 
more here. 
 
10. We believe that time and effort made on high speed commercial and industrial corridor/ 
elevated expressway type roads is much more costly and less effective than working with 
simpler designs that make and keep connections that already exist.  Another roadway will be a 
great asset if it stays elemental and usable and does not seek to serve mainly special users and 
industries more than the general public. 
 
11. The neighborhoods being asked to support this bridge and connecting roadway plan should 
be afforded plenty of legitimate opportunity to weigh in in ways that are beyond what is 
allowable under this current deadline after an open house with  drawings that were difficult for 
everyone to follow.  We think many good ideas would come from such engagement. This is 
something we consider part of the project yet to be done before too much else is done.  It 
seems best to get it right the first time by inclusive public collaboration beyond what may be 
strictly required. 
 
12. We want the best outcome here. We will support a plan that makes sense to us, benefits the 
neighborhood and Lower Ninth Ward, and gains broad community support. We are not fully 
convinced it should be built, despite the constitutional mandate that was made for us but without 
us.  You would feel the same. We feel it is up to you to provide the plan and the opportunity for 
public involvement that is necessary to complete this matter suitably. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
John Koeferl, HCNA board chair johnkoeferl@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX H 

 

Transcript of Verbal Comments
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 1 FLORIDA AVENUE PROJECT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

 2 ST. BERNARD AND ORLEANS PARISHES

 3 STATE PROJECT NO. H.005720

 4 FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H005720

 5

 6

 7 PUBLIC MEETING

 8

 9 1230 LAMANCHE STREET

10 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70117

11

12 SEPTEMBER 8, 2016

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23 REPORTED BY:  

24 LEAH J. GLASS, CCR, CSR

25

 SUPERIOR REPORTING



 2

 1 CHESTER M. NEVELS

 2 5065 RODRICK TRAIL

 3 MARIETTA, GEORGIA 3066

 4 My concern is they are talking about using 

 5 Tupelo Street as the connecting point for this Florida 

 6 Project Avenue  Project. I have concerns about it.  

 7 First concern that I have in terms of trucks coming on 

 8 that route tearing up the street, the added traffic 

 9 that it is going to bring.  

10 The other thing is that the neutral ground 

11 that was a canal there before and that's a shell that 

12 they have in that neutral ground and so it causes it to 

13 vibrate.  As a kid coming up at that house at 2331 

14 Tupelo Street it used to shake us in the bed and at one 

15 point they stopped it and put it as a no truck route.  

16 And also they had to put stop signs every two blocks to 

17 stop the speeding cars.  So I have concerns about that.  

18 And if anyone wants to come back and bring the house 

19 back into commerce it is going to discourage people 

20 from coming back because you are going to have that 

21 heavy flux of traffic, people are not going to be able 

22 to get out the driveway like they used to.  

23 And the fact that the damages it could do to 

24 their homes with the sinking.  Right now as it stands, 

25 if you pass on Tupelo Street trucks are passing through 
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 1 now, there are four way stop signs every two blocks, 

 2 and look at the condition of it now as compared if they 

 3 use that in the future for traffic to connect to the 

 4 bridge.  

 5 I'm in opposition of it.  I understand we 

 6 have to have some way of connecting and getting out.  

 7 They need to look at some solid ground as a way of 

 8 being able to get on and get off that bridge.  

 9 The last and final concern that I have is I 

10 know that it's a State project, but the street is for 

11 the City and the City has not been doing a good job of 

12 maintaining these streets, so if the State wants to do 

13 something they need to dedicate some funds if it 

14 happens, if my voice is not fully taken in 

15 consideration then they need to consider putting some 

16 funds there to repair peoples' houses and also to 

17 maintain the street. 

18  I want to indicate about the noise that the 

19 traffic is going to bring also.  

20 RAYMOND C. DORAN, JR. 

21 232 BEAVERS DRIVE 

22 ARABI, LOUISIANA  70032

23 It is my understanding that when this project 

24 was initially proposed the route through St. Bernard 

25 was to be located north of the 40 Arpent Canal through 
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 1 the central wetlands as an elevated highway to Paris 

 2 Road.  The current project proposal is a ground level 

 3 highway that will run through the rear of Arabi Park, 

 4 St. Claude Heights, Carolyn Park, Buccaneer Village 

 5 north and Versailles neighborhoods.  This proposal is 

 6 totally unacceptable to believe to me and I feel fairly 

 7 certain the citizens of St. Bernard Parish.  

 8 As an employee of St. Bernard Parish 

 9 Government I am privy to several projects the Parish 

10 and State have been working on for the past several 

11 years to help our community recover from the 

12 destruction of Hurricane Katrina.  We have made great 

13 strides but we still have much to do.  Where we have 

14 our greater number of former Louisiana Land Trust (LLT) 

15 lots we see the opportunity to redevelop those areas 

16 into communities that will be better than those 

17 destroyed by the storm.  Through hard work and 

18 determination in our Builder Bundle Programs we have 

19 solicited and convinced several contractors to begin an 

20 extensive rebuilding program in four of the five 

21 neighborhoods that would be directly impacted by the 

22 LADOTD proposal.  

23 This past July and August we awarded 21 

24 Builder Bundle packages to five contractors in these 

25 very neighborhoods.  Each bundle contains five or six 
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 1 lots totaling 116 lots.  One contractor, Lagraize 

 2 Builders LLC in a previous builder bundle committed to 

 3 two bundles of six lots each in St. Claude Heights 

 4 whereby four homes have already been built.  The 

 5 Parish, with the approval of the State Office of 

 6 Community Development, has allocated four hundred 

 7 thousand four 0 0 0 0 0 0 in CDBG Program income funds 

 8 for an advertising program to promote the Parish as a 

 9 destination to buy a new home and raise a family.  The 

10 LADOTD proposed ground level Florida Avenue Extension 

11 and the proposed north south extension undermines all 

12 of those efforts.  The recently completed 40 Arpent 

13 Wetland Observatory lies directly in the path of the 

14 ground level proposal.  That would be a direct waste of 

15 over 1.5 million dollars of taxpayer monies.  The 

16 ground level proposal will also destroy the natural 

17 habitat and nesting area of an American Bald Eagle 

18 located on the {M row property between Carolyn Park and 

19 Buccaneer Village North.  This is the area we have 

20 targeted for a nature park with nature trails and 

21 lagoons.  How can we, both the Parish and State 

22 officials, justify spending the taxpayers' monies on 

23 our redevelopment program and this proposal before us 

24 today when it is impossible for them to coexist?  One 

25 or the other has to go.  
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 1 I vote for the LA DOTD proposal as a ground 

 2 level extension south of the 40 Arpent Canal today, so 

 3 we can move forward with the rebuilding of our Parish. 

 4 But for most the current LA DOTD prior proposal does 

 5 not address the efforts and determination of those 

 6 citizens who returned to their homes after Katrina to 

 7 rebuild.  I am one of those citizens.  I will fight 

 8 this proposal with all of my resources.  What do I have 

 9 to lose?  My home?  Done that.  My community?  Been 

10 there.  This isn't about the St. Bernard part 

11 evacuation routes or truck routes.  This is about we 

12 the people and you will hear from we the people.  

13 ELVIRA WILLIAMS

14 2338 TUPELO STREET

15 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70117

16 Like I'm saying, we have been on Tupelo 

17 Street since '46 or '47, they had a canal there then.  

18 I don't know when they put that, made a neutral ground 

19 and we have a lot of traffic because, you know, since 

20 Katrina that is the best street over there is Tupelo 

21 Street, trucks coming and going and cars coming and 

22 going all night long.  It's going to be worse.  And our 

23 house was built after Betsy and the lot is small, it's 

24 34 by 96 so they had to build a two-story building, at 

25 first we had a one-story building but to accommodate 
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 1 the people that were living in it at that time they 

 2 made it a two-story building.  Since Katrina with all 

 3 that traffic I mean the house is beginning to shift, 

 4 they put pilings and all that under it but the doors 

 5 are beginning to open, shifting, but with them having 

 6 traffic 24/7 it is going to be worse.  

 7 I'm a senior citizen, unless money can be put 

 8 aside to fix our houses I'm in my '80s, it's already a 

 9 lot of noise.  Like I said the best street back there, 

10 all the other streets, Caffin and the other streets are 

11 destroyed.  A lot of people haven't came back and a lot 

12 of people died and the property is not being taken care 

13 of but our house on Tupelo, they got quite a few nice 

14 houses and people built them, but a lot, as I said 

15 there's a lot of traffic.  When they get this bridge up 

16 they are going to be worse.  And most of the people 

17 that is back, that could come back, they are senior 

18 citizens like me, we are all on fixed incomes, taxes 

19 are eating us up.  

20 DEDRA WALLER

21 121 PINEHURST COURT

22 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70128

23   I personally don't understand the why in all of 

24 this.  I mean they have said the why with the 

25 population down the way it is this area is not 
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 1 developed, there is a pre-existing bridge back there, 

 2 infrastructure is terrible all over this City.  There 

 3 are other ways.  I understand this project was in the 

 4 making, I remember it as a child hearing about this, 

 5 but there are other ways in this City that that money 

 6 can be spent.  I have been out of the City for ten and 

 7 a half years working, I have property down here, okay, 

 8 and to step back into the lower 9th Ward, just to talk 

 9 about it makes me want to cry, it's depressing, they 

10 don't even have a grocery store, not even a 

11 neighborhood Wal-Mart, a small grocery store.  But you 

12 are going to put on the poorer people in the City the 

13 proposal of a million dollar project and I'm living 

14 almost with nothing, no development.  I see this, I 

15 say, my God, they don't even cut the grass down here 

16 and you want the legislature to approve this and they 

17 can't vote on an improvement down here?  I look at what 

18 they did within the Interstate 10.  They cut through 

19 the 7th Ward in a black neighborhood, I was a child, I 

20 didn't know any better but as an adult, educated, I 

21 moved away and see interstates that run to the 

22 outskirts of town, don't cut through the middle of the 

23 poorest neighborhood in the City.  They can't do that 

24 any more because we have people who are more verbal 

25 about that.  And me, I'm a fighter, I will carry to the 
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 1 extent of the law, okay?  

 2 I was concerned about Tupelo Street, this is 

 3 where our property is.  I talked to a woman over the 

 4 phone and she said oh, no, we're in the study phase and 

 5 we're only going to take the median.  I looked at the 

 6 proposal.  You have a raised median, you have two lanes 

 7 going in each direction, you have a bicycle path, and 

 8 you have a walk path, a walkway.  You cannot tell me 

 9 that they are not going to take part of the property to 

10 expand that on both sides.  Our yard's side alley gives 

11 to that street, not the front yard, so if they take the 

12 right-of-way it is going to be right on the steps of 

13 the house.  The guy told me we'll take the whole house 

14 if that has to happen.  

15 I just, I am for progress, I believe in 

16 progress, nothing stands still but how can you propose 

17 that in an area like this?  Why not improve on the 

18 infrastructure, the Blue Bridge that's out there and 

19 runs the roads, fix the roads, fix the pipes.  

20 Another thing I asked him, we talked about 

21 the right-of-way.  My brother and I were at the house 

22 yesterday, you have all these utility poles, how are 

23 you going to move all those utility poles to get a 

24 right-of-way to our street?  That's a big undertaking.  

25 Again, they target the poor area, poor areas 
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 1 because I was talking to a lady from St. Bernard, the 

 2 poor areas where the population is down and they feel 

 3 they don't have anybody to contend with.  I'm going to 

 4 fight, I'm going to find out who the legislator is.  

 5 REVEREND JOHNNY HUGHES, SR. 

 6 2213 MONTICELLO STREET

 7 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70117

 8 I think this is crap.  If it doesn't 

 9 benefit us in the lower 9th Ward, I think it should be 

10 scraped.  I don't think it is going to benefit us in 

11 the lower 9th Ward.  A lot of our homes will be taken 

12 away and they are going to inconvenience us here down 

13 in the lower 9th Ward while they are building this 

14 thing.  This is crap.  

15 LINDA RHODES

16 1217 CAFFIN STREET

17 NEW ORLEANS, LA  70177

18 My comment is that me personally I don't have 

19 a problem with them building an overpass but I think if 

20 they are going to build it they need to make it 

21 convenient for the people who is living in the lower 

22 9th Ward, not so much for the people that is living in 

23 St. Bernard Parish.  They are going to have a drop off 

24 point, they need to have more than one or two, they 

25 need to put it as the people on the other side of St.  
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 1 Claude is going to benefit as well as the people on the 

 2 opposite side of St Claude is going to benefit.  

 3 And the other thing as he was stating about 

 4 houses, what kind of effect is it going to have on the 

 5 people?  Some of them is now just now recovering from 

 6 Hurricane Katrina and they is going to come through 

 7 here, we're going to buy you out, what kind of buy out 

 8 is it going to be?  I might be in there if you are 

 9 going to give me enough money to pay this off and get 

10 me another home or what?  

11 So it's a lot to consider and as I said I 

12 have no problems with the bridge, I wish they had done 

13 this years ago when they first planned on doing it, but 

14 is it going to be feasible and convenient for the 

15 people in the lower 9th Ward?  That's my biggest 

16 concern.  You are building it here in the City so why 

17 should it be convenient for the St. 

18 Bernard people?  And I have no problems with St. 

19 Bernard Parish people, you know, everybody got to get 

20 home and I have no problems with that.  But make it 

21 convenient for people that lives right here.  

22 HENRY L. IVRIN, SR. 

23 2526 ST. MAURICE AVENUE

24 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70177

25  I think they need to cancel the project 
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 1 altogether, they ain't got no money to build it anyway 

 2 from my information because I don't see no benefit that 

 3 it is going to do for our community.  Then again I want 

 4 to make a comment why we got to have a meeting on this 

 5 side?  Why can't they have a meeting on the other side 

 6 where the 50 percent of the area is not being covered?  

 7 And you are scheduling, I understand you are scheduling 

 8 a meeting in St. Bernard Parish, you invited them up 

 9 here so why if you are going to have a meeting in St. 

10 Bernard why we can't have one at Delgado Community 

11 College?  

12 I don't see no benefit this roadway is going 

13 to do for my community.  Close it down.  You tried 

14 this, you came with this project 10, 11 years ago, we 

15 went through this same thing, you didn't have as many 

16 people as you got right now.  But it was a small 

17 contingent of people.  And I understand, if my 

18 information is correct, right now you don't have no 

19 money to fund the project.  Where are they going to get 

20 the money from?  They going to spend money on building 

21 another bridge?  They could use that to do some other 

22 improvements on the east side.  

23 Why did they change the reason it was going 

24 to be one bridge that was going to be six feet lower 

25 than the Interstate 10 bridge?  Now you are coming back 
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 1 with a proposal for three or four different types of 

 2 bridges, a permanent bridge, an elevated bridge and one 

 3 that will open up.  And then again if you build an 

 4 elevated bridge who going to keep it clean under the 

 5 bridge?  If they build this it only going to benefit 

 6 St. Bernard Parish by the time something is going on, 

 7 me and Rev ain't going to be here.  Right now you only 

 8 have one exit and one entrance on the roadway, that's 

 9 on Tupelo and I got too many family members from Tupelo 

10 Street, 2500 block going all the way out to K-Mart, I 

11 got family members.  We helped develop that 

12 neighborhood back in the 40's when there was nobody 

13 down there.  But they said they ain't going to take no 

14 land, I don't believe that.  

15 Then you got a canal that runs down the 

16 middle, it's not solid land and they built a box on top 

17 of it and they covered it up.  

18 I can sit in my house in the morning watching 

19 the news and when the trucks come down the street and 

20 it's shaking the house.  Then again that concrete that 

21 they poured on that street was what they called a light 

22 weight concrete, it wasn't designed for no heavy 

23 traffic.  Basically what I see is it gives them a route 

24 to come off the bridge, go down Tupelo and get to St. 

25 Bernard Highway so they get their trucks in the parish.  
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 1 They was going to do it on Jean Lafitte Parkway, it was 

 2 going to have an exit off of there, why they discarded 

 3 that?  There's no way you are going to see that traffic 

 4 going into St. Bernard Parish until you get to I-510 

 5 and that's Paris Road.  

 6   LORI PHILLIPS ADAMS

 7 1712 HEATHERWOOD DRIVE

 8            HARVEY, LOUISIANA  70058

 9 So with this new plan for this bridge I'm not 

10 for this because it does not benefit anybody that lives 

11 in the lower 9th Ward who does not have to use this 

12 particular bridge because one, they haven't figured out 

13 where the drop offs are going to be.  So if you live on 

14 Tupelo Street you are still using, you are still coming 

15 down Claiborne Avenue or you are coming down St. Claude 

16 Avenue to get home.  Then the issue becomes though once 

17 you get to Tupelo Street how are you going to even be 

18 able to get into your home because now they are saying 

19 that all the through streets that cross Tupelo Street 

20 right now is not going to come all the way like they do 

21 now.  So I may have to turn off of Claiborne onto 

22 Tupelo, ride down, make a U-turn, go past my home and 

23 then come back just to get to my home.  And that's 

24 going to be every time I need to leave my home.  

25 Then they also have not figured what's going 
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 1 to happen to those people should we have to evacuate 

 2 from the lower 9th Ward for any civil disaster that 

 3 might happen because they still haven't figure out 

 4 access to Tupelo Street from the street that cross 

 5 Tupelo Street with this new four lanes that they want 

 6 to build.  

 7 This is just not benefiting anybody who lives 

 8 in the lower 9th Ward to me.  It's a big inconvenience.  

 9 And even the gentleman has said if you live on Tupelo 

10 Street with this plan you are going to be 

11 inconvenienced every day getting to and from your home 

12 every day, not might, you are.  I'm not for that.  

13 LOUIS PHILLIPS, JR. 

14 5834 MANDEVILLE STREET

15 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70122

16 Okay, my concerns are that high traffic 

17 volume, it's a residential neighborhood, children are 

18 in the neighborhood, are there going to be traffic 

19 signs or it is going to be straight through?  Is the 

20 speed limit going to go to another higher speed limit 

21 because it's going to be a type of thoroughfare that is 

22 going through there?  And also if that's going to be 

23 only one exit before you get out of the 9th Ward in 

24 case of an evacuation, emergency it could create like a 

25 bottleneck effect and you can't get out that road.  So 
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 1 that's my concerns.  

 2 ANTHONY STIPELCOVICH

 3 3231 PACKENHAM DRIVE

 4 CHALMETTE, LOUISIANA  70043

 5 The Phase I will not do me much good as a 

 6 bicyclist unless you include Phase II.  Because that 

 7 area is really run down, the area from the bridge to 

 8 Elysian Fields has really -- there's tires on the side 

 9 of the road, it's really hard to navigate that area so 

10 without the Phase II I would have no use for the bridge 

11 by itself as a bicyclist.  That's all.  

12 ANDREW STEPHENS

13 6303 BURGUNDY STREET

14 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70117

15 I think one of the major points that this 

16 project has not has an opportunity to do is improve 

17 storm water management along the avenues and streets 

18 that are part of the scope so that would include 

19 Tupelo, Florida and other streets part of the St. 

20 Bernard scope of work.  We deal this issue of storm 

21 water management in Orleans Parish and New Orleans and 

22 Louisiana so frequently it would be a huge missed 

23 opportunity to improve these corridors' ability to deal 

24 with that issue with this project.  Some examples that 

25 I can provide would be looking at studies that the City 
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 1 of New Orleans has produced, the Storm Water Management 

 2 study that was produced a couple of years ago, the 

 3 Resiliency Plan that was developed earlier this year to 

 4 find options and particular functions that can be added 

 5 to the streetscape to better absorb storm water when it 

 6 occurs.  Rain gardens and bio swells are two examples 

 7 of this.  I would ask and press that DOTD look at 

 8 potential partnerships at a City level to make sure 

 9 that these potential scopes of work are included in 

10 this project.  

11
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 1 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

 2

 3

 4 This certificate is valid only for a 

 5 transcript accompanied by my original 

 6 signature and original required seal on this

 7 page.  

 8

 9

10 I, LEAH J. GLASS, Certified Shorthand Reporter 

11     in and for the State of Louisiana do hereby certify 

12 that the within witness, after having been duly 

13 sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth and 

14 nothing but the truth, did testify as hereinabove 

15 set forth in the foregoing pages;

16         That the testimony was reported by me in 

17 shorthand and transcribed under my personal 

18 supervision, and is a true and correct transcript 

19 to the best of my ability and understanding; 

20 That the transcript has been prepared in 

21 compliance with transcript format guidelines 

22 required by statute or by rules of the board,  that 

23 I have acted in compliance with the prohibition on 

24 contractual relationships as defined by Louisiana 

25 Code of Civil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules 
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 1 and advisory opinions of the board; 

 2         That I am not of Counsel, nor  related to 

 3 Counsel or the parties hereto, and in no way 

 4 interested in the outcome of this event.
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