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PRELIMINARY PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

STATE PROJECT NO. H.011295 
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO.H011295 

LA 73 (GOVT ST) EAST BLVD – LOBDELL AVE 
LA 73 

EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH 
 

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) and the City of Baton 
Rouge/Parish of East Baton Rouge Government (City/Parish) propose the Louisiana State 
Highway (LA) 73 (Government Street) project which consists of rehabilitating the existing 
pavement and implementing a “road diet” to implement the “Complete Street” concept. The road 
diet would reduce the number of travel lanes on Government Street from four lanes (two lanes in 
each direction) to three lanes (one travel lane in each direction with a center two-way-left-turn-
lane).  Approximately 4.2 miles of the Government Street corridor from East Boulevard 
(30.443714, -91.18071) in Downtown Baton Rouge continuing eastward to the Lobdell Avenue 
intersection (30.445397, -91.111033) near Independence Park is included in this project (see 
attached Project Location Map).  
 
LA 73 (Government Street) within the project limits consists primarily of a four-lane undivided 
roadway with curbs, a subsurface drainage system, and sidewalks that are either at the back of curb 
or slightly offset from the back of curb.  The length of the project from East Boulevard to Lobdell 
Boulevard is approximately 4.2 miles and the posted speed is 40 mph.  There are 58 intersections 
along Government Street within the project limits and numerous driveways to residences, 
businesses and schools.  There are frequent back-ups on existing Government Street because the 
through lanes are being underutilized when turning vehicles block passage while waiting for a gap 
in traffic to make a turn.  
 
A Feasibility Study of the LA 73 Corridor was prepared in April of 2013.  In this study, safety 
analyses were performed for the existing 4-lane roadway.  The study collected and analyzed crash 
data from January 2008 to December 2010. The study concluded that a 3-lane section consisting 
of two through lanes separated by a two-way-left-turn-lane (TWLTL) would improve both the 
capacity and the safety along the corridor.  The reduction in the number of lanes is often called a 
road diet.  This change will reduce the number of conflict points for vehicles, enhance safety for 
pedestrians (crossing a fewer number of lanes) and provide better access for the many side streets 
and driveways from the TWLTL. Another benefit of the road diet is that the excess pavement 
remaining from the four-lane section can be used to incorporate the Complete Streets policy which 
provides street space for multi-modal improvements such as bike lanes, on-street parking, bus 
turnouts, or widened sidewalks.  
 



Alternatives Currently Being Considered 
In order to develop alternatives that will best serve the community, information is being gathered 
from stakeholders who live, work and commute along Government Street.  The corridor has been 
divided into representative sections for the purpose of presenting options for the alternatives.  The 
sections were chosen based on a consistent roadway section and the types of improvements that 
exist along the roadway.  The sections and options are described as follows:  
 
Alternatives for Government Street I-110 to Steele Boulevard: 
This section of Government Street begins at East Boulevard just west of I-110 and continues east 
of S. Acadian Thruway to the intersection of Steele Boulevard.  Existing land use in this section 
consists of small commercial developments and office space, some vacant lots and abandoned 
buildings, and residences and/or side streets to residential subdivisions.  There are two schools in 
this section of the project and some larger shopping centers and drug stores near the S. Acadian 
Thruway intersection.  Figure 1 shows two typical section options for this section of the project.  
Option 1 consists of the 3-lane road diet section with two 5-foot wide bike lanes on either side of 
the travel way.   Option 2 uses the excess pavement produced by the road diet for on-street parking 
on one side of the roadway. 
 
Alternatives for Government Street from Steele Boulevard to Moore Street 
This section of Government Street begins just east of Acadian Thruway at Steele Boulevard and 
continues east to the intersection of Moore Street (located just west of S. Foster Drive).  Existing 
land use consists primarily of commercial developments including retail, grocery stores, office 
buildings, a post office, and restaurants fronting Government Street.  There are a few residents in 
this section and one apartment complex north of LA 73.  Figures 2 and 2a cover the options being 
considered for this section.   
 
Option 1 would provide on-street parking on one side of Government Street.  Alternative sections 
to Option 1 could provide bus turnouts at select locations along Government Street as shown on 
Figure 2a.  Bus turnout Options 1A and 1B are shown on Figure 2a.  Option 1A uses the entire 
existing 44-foot roadway width to introduce 10-foot wide bus turnouts at select locations.  Buses 
can pull out of the travel lane into a widened area for loading and unloading.  Option 1A deletes 
the TWLTL for the length of the bus turnout and lane transitions.  Option 1B requires the roadway 
to be widened for the length of the bus turnout and lane transitions.  An 8-foot wide raised median 
is introduced in Option 1B in the place of the TWLTL.  This section requires the two travel lane 
widths to be decreased to 10 feet and provides only the minimum 4-foot wide sidewalk at the bus 
turnouts.  Beyond the limits of the bus turnouts, on-street parking or streetscape enhancements can 
be provide within the excess pavement produced by the road diet. 
 
Option 2 for this section of Government Street would provide the road diet section with two 5-foot 
wide bike lanes on either side of the travel way.  Providing bike lanes along this portion of 



Government Street would give opportunity to connect to residential side streets and other nearby 
bike routes.  For example, both Steele Boulevard and Moore Street along with 10 other side streets 
in this section of Government connect to Capital Heights Avenue a one-way westbound street 
south of Government Street that has bike lanes in each direction. 
 
Alternatives for Government Street from Moore Street to Jefferson Highway 
During the alternatives study, 24-hour traffic counts were obtained for the entire length of the 
project.  The section between Moore Street and Jefferson Highway has an average daily traffic 
count (ADT) of approximately 25,000 vehicles per day, the highest ADT within the project limits.  
The land use in this section of Government Street is primarily commercial with grocery stores, 
convenience stores, gas stations and restaurants fronting the roadway.  The intersection of S. Foster 
Drive with Government Street has two southbound left turns which require two lanes to accept the 
turning traffic.  Jefferson Highway has two existing northbound left turn lanes onto Government 
Street, but traffic analyses show that with adjustments to signal phasing and timing a single 
northbound left turn lane to Government Street functions well during peak periods.   
 
Figure 3 shows the proposed typical sections for Government Street between Moore Street and 
Jefferson Highway.  In this section of roadway a TWLTL is proposed wherever the existing lane 
configuration does not need to be maintained or wherever the operational analyses do not show 
the need for exclusive turn lanes.  Operational analyses have shown that two through lanes should 
be maintained for eastbound and westbound Government Street at S. Foster, an exclusive 
eastbound left turn lane is proposed to Community College Drive, and an exclusive eastbound 
right turn lane is proposed to Jefferson Highway.  The need for additional through lanes for this 
section of Government precludes the use of the road diet section.  If the bike lane alternative is 
chosen for the section west of this one, bike lanes are proposed to be terminated at Moore Street 
and bikes routed on Moore Street to the bike lanes on Capital Heights Avenue.  If this bike route 
alternative outside of the Government Street right of way is selected, then bike safety 
improvements will be considered where Capital Heights Avenue crosses S. Foster Drive and 
Jefferson Highway. 
 
Alternatives for Government Street from Jefferson Highway to Lobdell Boulevard 
This section of Government Street begins at Jefferson Highway and ends at Lobdell Boulevard.   
Existing land use consists primarily of residences along Government Street and side streets to 
residential neighborhoods.  Our Lady of Mercy Church and School are located in this section just 
north of Government Street on Marquette Avenue.  Figure 4 shows the proposed typical section 
consisting of the 3-lane road diet section with two 5-foot wide bike lanes on either side of the 
travel way.  Bike lanes and improved sidewalks would provide multi-modal access for residents 
to the park facilities east of Lobdell Boulevard. 
 



Alternatives for the intersection of Lobdell Boulevard at Government Street include the no build 
alternative and a roundabout alternative.  The no-build alternative would require a transition 
between the proposed road diet section and the existing multi-lane intersection configuration.  A 
conceptual layout of the roundabout is included as Figure 5.  A study to develop the recommended 
roundabout lane configuration is ongoing. 
 
The majority of the project work would occur within the existing right-of-way; however DOTD 
anticipates right-of-way will be required for the proposed roundabout at the Lobdell intersection.   
 
It is anticipated that this project would be environmentally processed with a Categorical Exclusion. 
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 U.S. House of Representatives  
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Division of Environmental Health 
ATTN: Steven Davis, P.E. 
P.O. Box 4489 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 

 United States Senate 
 Senator David Vitter 
 2800 Veterans Memorial Blvd Suite 201 
 Metairie, LA 70002 
 

 Department of Economic Development 
Office of Business Development 
P.O. Box 94185 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
 

Office of Indian Affairs 
Director 
P.O. Box 94095 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9095 
 

 United States Senate 
 Senator Mary Landrieu 
 Hale Boggs Federal Building 
 500 Poydras St. Rm. 1005 
 New Orleans, LA 70130 

 Environmental Protection Agency 
Source Water Protection (6WQ-S) 
1445 Ross Ave 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
 

Inter-Tribal Council of Louisiana, INC 
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 Office of Soil/Water Conservation 
 P.O. Box 3554 
 Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
 

   USEPA 
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 1445 Ross Ave., Suite 1200 
 Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana  
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Louisiana Ecological Services Office

ESA Technical Assistance Form

General Information

Name: Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development

Point of Contact: Maria Bernard Reid

Address: P.O. Box 94245

City: Baton Rouge State: Louisiana Zip Code: 70804-

9245

Phone Number 1: 225-242-4506 Phone Number 2: __________________

Email Address: maria.reid@la.gov

Proposed Project Information

Project Reference ID: 7057

Project Latitude: 30.444341 Project Longitude: -91.148204

Project Parish(es): East Baton Rouge

Project Description: The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development

(DOTD) and the City of Baton Rouge/Parish of East Baton Rouge Government

(City/Parish) propose the Louisiana State Highway (LA) 73 (Government Street) project

which consists of rehabilitating the existing pavement and implementing a “road diet” to

incorporate bicycle and pedestrian friendly concepts. The road diet would reduce the

number of travel lanes on Government Street from four lanes (two lanes in each

direction) to three lanes (one travel lane in each direction with a center two-way-left-

turn-lane). Approximately 4.2 miles of the Government Street corridor from East

Boulevard (30.443714, -91.18071) in Downtown Baton Rouge continuing eastward to the

Lobdell Avenue intersection (30.445397, -91.111033) near Independence Park is

included in this project. A roundabout would replace the signalized intersection at

Government Street, Lobdell Avenue, and Independence Park Boulevard. The turning

geometry at the Government Street and Jefferson Highway intersection would also be

improved.

Based on the information provided, the proposed project is not an activity that would affect a federally listed
threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat.

No further ESA coordination with the Service is necessary for the proposed action, unless there are changes in
the scope or location of the proposed project or the project has not been initiated one year from the date of this
letter.
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If the proposed project has not been initiated within one year, follow-up coordination via this website should be
accomplished prior to making expenditures because our threatened and endangered species information is
updated periodically. If the scope or location of the proposed project is changed, coordination via this website
should occur as soon as such changes are made.

If your project is located adjacent to a wildlife management area, refuge, or other area that is managed as a
bird preserve, we recommend that you contact the adjacent land management office.

This finding completes project review by the Service for effects to Federal trust resources under our jurisdiction
and currently protected by the ESA.

Please keep a copy of this pre-development coordination for your records. Do not send it to the Lafayette ES
Office.

If you have additional questions, please contact Louisiana ES Office Biological Science Technician at 337/291-
3100 for further assistance.
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ESA Technical Assistance Form

Project Type: Other

Does the project propose to obtain, remodel, refurbish, or rehabilitate existing structures in such a

way that does not significantly alter the present capacity or use, and does not alter surrounding

land areas that were previously undisturbed? Yes
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Maria Reid

From: Linda (Brown) Hardy
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 2:00 PM
To: Maria Reid
Cc: Yasoob Zia
Subject: 141217/1680 LA 73 (Gov't St) East Blvd - Lobdell Avenue

 
January 20, 2015 
 
Noel Ardoin, Environmental 
Engineering Administrator 
LA DOTD 
PO Box 94245 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245 
maria.reid@la.gov 

 
 
RE: 141217/1680 LA 73 (Gov't St) East Blvd - Lobdell Avenue 
       H.011295 DOTD & FHWA Funding 
 East Baton Rouge Parish 

 
Dear Ms. Ardoin: 
 
The Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ), Business and Community Outreach Division has received your request for 
comments on the above referenced project.  
 
After reviewing your request, the Department has no objections based on the information provided in your 
submittal.  However, for your information, the following general comments have been included.  Please be advised that if you 
should encounter a problem during the implementation of this project, you should immediately notify LDEQ’s Single-Point-of-
contact (SPOC) at (225) 219-3640. 
 

 Please take any necessary steps to obtain and/or update all necessary approvals and environmental permits 
regarding this proposed project.  

 If your project results in a discharge to waters of the state, submittal of a Louisiana Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (LPDES) application may be necessary.  

 If the project results in a discharge of wastewater to an existing wastewater treatment system, that wastewater 
treatment system may need to modify its LPDES permit before accepting the additional wastewater. 

 All precautions should be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from construction activities. LDEQ has 
stormwater general permits for construction areas equal to or greater than one acre.  It is recommended that you 
contact the LDEQ Water Permits Division at (225) 219-9371 to determine if your proposed project requires a 
permit. 

 If your project will include a sanitary wastewater treatment facility, a Sewage Sludge and Biosolids Use or 
Disposal Permit application or Notice of Intent may be required. Additional information may be obtained on the 
LDEQ website at http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2296/Default.aspx or by contacting the LDEQ Water Permits 
Division at (225) 219- 9371. 

 If any of the proposed work is located in wetlands or other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, you should contact the Corps directly regarding permitting issues.  If a Corps permit is required, part 
of the application process may involve a water quality certification from LDEQ.  

 All precautions should be observed to protect the groundwater of the region.   
 Please be advised that water softeners generate wastewaters that may require special limitations depending on 

local water quality considerations. Therefore if your water system improvements include water softeners, you are 
advised to contact the LDEQ Water Permits to determine if special water quality-based limitations will be 
necessary. 
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 Any renovation or remodeling must comply with LAC 33:III.Chapter 28, Lead-Based Paint Activities; LAC 
33:III.Chapter 27, Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools and State Buildings (includes all training and 
accreditation); and LAC 33:III.5151, Emission Standard for Asbestos for any renovations or demolitions. 

 If any solid or hazardous wastes, or soils and/or groundwater contaminated with hazardous constituents are 
encountered during the project, notification to LDEQ’s Single-Point-of-Contact (SPOC) at (225) 219-3640 is 
required.  Additionally, precautions should be taken to protect workers from these hazardous constituents. 
 

Currently, East Baton Rouge Parish is classified as nonattainment with the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards.  The Department has no objections regarding this project based on the information provided; however, if 
the project scope changes in the future, please notify LDEQ before implementation.  
 
Please send all future requests to my attention.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (225) 219-3954 or 
by email at linda.hardy@la.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
_|Çwt `A [tÜwç 
Technical Assistant to the Deputy Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
Office of the Secretary 
P.O. Box 4301 
Baton Rouge, LA   70821-4301 
Ph:   (225) 219-3954 
Fax:  (225) 219-3971 
Email:  linda.hardy@la.gov 
 
 
















