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December 23, 1987

Mr. Ray A. Barnhart
Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20590,

Dear Mr. Barnhart:

As you know, the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) is currently
undertaking a study on the feasibility of a proposed interstate route
between Kansas City and Shreveport, Louisiana. Pursuant to the provisions
of the Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1987
(Public Law 100-17), this study will evaluate the projected cost and
potential benefits of such a highway and is expected to be submitted to
Congress by the Secretary of Transportation on or before March 17, 1988.

Recently I was contacted by the Governor of Missouri, the Chief Engineer of
the Missouri Highway and Transportation Commission, and the Executive Direc-
tor of the Mid-America Regional Council (MARC) regarding this proposal.
Because of the impact of such a project on this region and the interest of
the State of Missouri and MARC in such developments, their input could
provide useful insights for the planning and implementation of such a
project. I hope that they would both be provided with opportunities to
include their views during any further consideration of this proposal. 1

would also appreciate five copies of the conclusions of this study when they
are available.

Thank you for your assistance and for your consideration of the views of
these interested parties in this matter. Please don't hesitate to contact
me if [ may be of assistance to you in the future.

Sincerel
"\:ﬂ =




JIM CHAPMAN i .
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TeLePwone: (202) 226-3038
Washington, BE 205154301
February 29, 1988

Mr. James Burnley, IV
Secretary of Tranportation
Department of Tranportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.

Washington, D. C. 20590
Dear Secretary Burnley:

I wish to express my full support for approval of the Kansas City,
Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana Interstate Highway project. I have had an
opportunity to examine the preliminary feasibility study prepared by the
states of Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana and Texas. I feel that this
project, as described in the feasibility study, is deserving of
construction.

I fully support this project and request that this route be designated
and funded as an Interstate Highway. Although two alternatives are pending,
I am confident that the Department of Transportation will recognize the
critical value of ensuring the proposed higimay be as efficient and .
convenient to Texas transportation needs as possible, and will include, as
recommended in the study, a portion of East Texas in the route. Although
only a small portion of this proposed route will be in Texas, looping just
west of Texarkana, it will greatly benefit this northeast Texas region. It
will enhance econamic growth potential for the area and improve travel time
and traffic safety.

As a member of the House Committee on Public Works and Transportation,
I recognize the need for a higimay of this nature. This project is badly
needed to camplete the national interstate system and I urge you to consider
the positive impact it would have on this region so badly in need of just
such a boost.
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T. MARK ELLIOTT
th District State Representative
P.O. Box 567
Carthage, Missouri 64836
(417) 3584645

Room 103B-B — State Capitol
House Post Office
Jefferson City. Missouri 65101
(314) 751-5958

MISSOURI
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JEFFERSON CITY 65101

November 23, 1987

James Burley, IV

Secretary of Transportation Department
400 7th. St. S.W.

Washington, DC 20590

Dear’ Secretary Burley:

I am sending this letter to seek your help in efforts to obtain interstate
highway status for what is now U, S. 71 Highway.

We here in southwest Missouri feel it is vital that our area work toward
continuing the growth we are experiencing now and growth we will experience
well into the next century. Interstate status for U. S. 71 is an important
ingredient in this picture.

It is also important to know that in this effort the possibility of linking a
system that starts at the Canadian border in the north and ends at the Gulf of
Mexico in the south will streamline our transportation system and create an
environment in the very center of “our country that would be ome which would
encourage commerce, tourism, and all of the other things that revolve around a
good transportation system. '

I understand that our southern néighbor, Arkansas, is well advanced in the
construction of its part of U. S. 71, and hopefully, we will soon be there
thanks to your efforts.

To close, I would just thank you for your efforts that you give us for our
country. I lend my efforts to you if there is anything that I might do.

My very best,

W0 Q Genill

T. Mark Elliott
State Representative
District 126

T™E/tdr

c.c. Tracey Osborne
Carthage Chamber of Commerce
129 E. Third St.
Carthage, MO 64836



Butler. the first community west of St. Louts to instell electric lights

City of Butler, Missouri

A Municipally Owned Light and Water System

101 North Lyon Street 64730-2199 (816) 679~4182
John Mills, Mayor '

November 24, 1987

Secretary of Transportation
Washington, DC

Honorable Secretary of Transportation:

I am writing this letter in the interest of a Legislative Study of
Highway I-29 from the Canadian Border to Sweetwater, Louisiana.

I believe that a project of this kind would be a big help in the
economic impact by this proposed interstate going through the middle
of our country. It seems to me that along the interstate is wherse

a great many of the industries like to locate, which would be a

very good asset to this area.

We also know that Highway 71 has a high traffic count and upgrading
it would be very beneficial in a variety of ways to our particular
area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

%Ew,ﬂu

John R. Mills
Mayor

mu



NORTHWEST ARKANSAS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

PO BOR 745 — SPRINGDALE. ARKANSAS 72764 = (501—751—7125

ACTION .
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Mr. James Burnley

U.S. Secretary of Transportation
400 7th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Burnley:

The states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri and Texas, under a
provision in the 1987 Federal Aid Highway Act, are cooperatively
working toward a program to complete an interstate type highway
from Kansas City, Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana. The comp-
Tetion of this approximately five hundred mile length of

highway improvements, will provide a vital interstate highway
connection through the heartland of the United States, linking
the Canadian border to the Gulf of Mexico or the Mexican border.

The Northwest Arkansas Regional Planning Commission has worked
for eighteen years to improve highway access to western Arkansas
and we fully support this cooperative four state program. We
urge your full support of this effort and hope that you will
help expedite these vital highway improvements.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

giﬂml‘ﬂ—
Charles N. McKinnﬁy
Mayor

Chairman
NW Arkansas Regional Planning Commission

cc: Maurice Smith
Senator Dale Bumpers
Senator David 'Pryor
Representative Bill Alexander
Representative Tommy Robinson
Representative Beryl Anthony
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt

I
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SHEFFIELD NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT Law

1610 TOWER BUILDING -
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 November 20, 1987

(501) 375-7500

Honorable Jim Burnley, IV, Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
400 7th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Burnley:

I am Chairman of the Arkansas Industrial Development Commission. I've been
asked to address the need for a north-south interstate highway from Xansas City,
Misscuri to Shreveport, Louisiana.

We have no greater need in the State of Arkansas. If we are to keep a
significant number of industries that are currently in the state, and if we are
to have any hope of adding new industries in the future, it is imperative that we
have such a highway.

It has been conclusively shown that access to a four-lane highway has become
the single most important issue in keeping and attracting industry. I have Jjust
completed a year of labor serving as Chairman of the Econcmic Expansion Study
Camnission, which took an in-depth lock at what our problems and opportiunities are
in industrialization in Arkansas. The most commenly cited deficiency was a four-lane,
north-south highway. We were told in very clear terms that we have to cure the
problem, or we are going to lose industry that located in outlying towns befors
transportation became the critical issue it is today.

In a poor state such as Arkansas, where the per capita incame ranks amcng the
lowest and where unemployment generally runs well above the national average,
we simply cannot afford to lose existing industry. Additionally, many of the areas
which are hurting the worst, with unemployment exceeding 20%, would be served by a
north-south highway, and would give us hope of securing industries for those areas.

With this in mind, I offer my total support to the concept, and encourage
you to put the considerable power of your office behind such a proposal. You would
render a great service to many people who are in dire need of assistance.
Thank you for any consideration you may give this request.
Sincerely,

Sheffield Nelson

SN/bab

cc: Senator Dale Burpers
Senator David Pryor
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt
Representative Bill Alexander
Representative Beryl Anthonv
Representative Tormmy Robinson
Mr. Henry Gray
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND TOURISM & (;ne Capitol Mall, Little Rock, Arkansas

72201 M (501) 371-7777

November 5, 1987

James Burnley

Secretary of Transportation
400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20550

Dear Secretary Burmnley:

In these changing times, tourism is emerging as an even
more important component of the Arkansas economy. If we're
even to approach the travel industry's potential, a
comprehensive transportation system will be required. In
short, tourists demand good roads.

For this reason I'm very pleased to endorse a proposad
interstate highway along Arkansas's western border. This
alignment would eliminate a significant gap in a north-south
interstate route through the central portion of our country,
connecting the Kansas City area to Shreveport, Louisiana.

At the same time it would mcke an underutilized and
underdeveloped tourist area easily accessible to the traveling
public.

Therefore I am encouraging you to act favorably on the
proposal. This link would contribute significantly to improved
economic conditions along its entire 500-mile route.

Sincerely,

; a0

Jo Luck Wilson
cc: Governor Bill Clinton

Senator Dale Bumpers

Senator David Prvor

Representative Bill Alexander

Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt

Representative Beryl Anthony

Representaive Tommy Robinson

Henrv Gray

LI LT I TR T R RS

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Emplover
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November 19, 1987

Mr., Jim Burnley

Secretary of Transportation
400 7th Street S.W.
washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposal to
construct a new north-south link on the Interstate Highway System
through Western Arkansas which would eventually complete the
north-south corridor from the Gulf to Canada under the 1587
Federal-Aid Highway Act.

The implications for industrial development have always been
fairly obvious, but now that the Arkansas Interstate system has
been in place for several years, we have very sound evidence of
the importance of this highway transportation factor in the
location of industry. This importance is indicated in the list
of criteria provided by industrial prospects which, in many cases
include access (within 30 miles) of the interstate highway system.

Communities in Arkansas with 4-lane highway service have
attracted 2 1/2 times more manufacturing operations than those
without it. Those with 4-lane service have an average of 1,518
manufacturing jobs compared to only 579 in those towns without
the service. Those with 4-lane service have an average of 17.8

plants compared to 6.5 for those towns without the service.

The most obvious gap in this service in Arkansas is the lack of a
north-south corridor to serve those cities in the western part cf
the” state. Shippers in that part of the state need much better
access to the Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago, and Minneapolis
areas. This new link would also drastically improve the flow of
goods south to the Gulf Coast; a major factor for exporters in
Western Arkansas. Conversely, importers and firms purchasing raw
materials from the Gulf Coast area will also benefit from shorter
shipping times and lower costs.

In addition to benefits to the industrial sector, an interstate
link would have a major influence on tourism, agriculture, :
retirement, and the timber industry. Many of those rural
Arkansas counties are incapable of attracting much in the way cf

Arkansas Industrial Development Commission
One State Capitol Mall / Little Rock, Arkansas USA 72201
(501) 371-1121 / FAX 501-371-7691 / Telex 215866 AIDC UR



industry, but can improve their economies drastically in other
sectors with a better transportation network.

This agency and all other development interests in Arkansas

heartily endorse the proposal and will work with you in any
manner to get it approved and constructed.

Sincerely,

Dave Harrington
Executive Director

DH:rs . .



J. B. HUNT TRANSPORT, INC.
P.O. BOX 130, LOWELL, ARKANSAS 72745
PHONE: 501-658-8800

November 35, 1987

Mr. James H. Burnlece, IV

U. S. Secrctary of Transportation
400 7th Strect, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnlec:

It is my understanding that in response to the 1987 Federal Aid Highway Act, the
states of Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, and Louisiana are jointly preparing a studyv to
demonstrate the feasibility of copstructing an Interstate Highway from Kansas City to
Shreveport.

As you know, this route would include Western Arkansas and, particulariv as far as
we are conccrncd, Northwest Arkansas. Currently, we operate 2,435 traciurs
throughout the United States. A good deal of that number regularly travel U. S. 71
between Lowell and Alma and on many instances continuing either north to Kansas
City or south to Texas and Louisiana points.

As you also know, J. 8. 71 is a dangecrous and overworked artery that is woefully
inadcquate for the fastest growing region in the state.

Duc to the growth in the nation’s mid-section and, particularly, in the region that
would be affected by a north-south interstate highway and due to the unsafe and
inadecquate existing highway, I urge you to promptly consider lending your support to
this cxtremely worthwhile project.

Kirk 'I'hompson
Prcsident and
Chief Executive Officer

KT/bg

cc: Scnater Dale Bumpers
Scnator David Prvor )
Representative John Paul Hammerschmide
Representarive Bill Alexander
Representative Beryl Aathony
Representative Tommy Robinson
Mr. Henry Gray, Arkansas Stare Highway Commission
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November 10, 1987

The Honorable Jim Burnley

U.S. Secretarvy of Transportation
400 7th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

It has recently come to my attention that the states of Missouri, Arkansas,
Louisiana and Texas are conducting a study on the possibility of
constructing an interstate highway from Kansas City, Missouri, to
Shreveport, Louisiana, in respomse to the 1987 Federal-Aid Highway Act.

The proposed highway would fill a 500-mile gap that currently exists in the
northern and southern interstate system which would greatly benefit travel
in this area of the country for individuals, as well as industry.
Naturally, it would be of great economic development value for the entire
region since it would provide reliable surface transportaticn to areas
which are void of this service now.

Therefore, I personally support this proposed highway and urge you to
consider the positive impact it would have on our state and region.

Sincerply,

8. L. Hembree
xtue/d

cc: Senator Dale Bumpers
Senator David Pryor
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt
Representative Bill Alexander
Representative Beryl Anthony
Representative Tommy Robinson

CORPORATE CENTER P QO 80X 48 ‘ FORT SMITH ARKXKANSAS 729092 / (50 V] 785-600C



FIRST COMMERCIAL BANK &

November 5, 1987

The Honorable James Burnley

Acting Secretary

United States Department of Transportation
400 7th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Critical Link North and South in the Interstate Highway System
from Canada to the Culf of Mexico Ports via Kansas City, Missouri,
to Shreveport, Louisiana

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Study is underwav, | am advised, under the 1987 Federal-Aid Highway Act
for construction of the captioned critical link from Missouri through
Arkansas to Louisiana and Texas.

Dr. Robert Reich, of the John F. Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard, testified May 5, 1987, before the U.S. Senate Agriculture
Committee, about our so-called bi-coastal economy. The picture painted is
one of prosperity on either coasts and recession/depression in the
heartland of America. He suggests four remedies, the foremost of which is
an improved transportation system. He also observes that there is a
remarkable imbalance of Federal spending in the populations centers on
either coasts in support of an intra-inter city transit system as compared
to spending in middle America. | understand the ratio is 28 to 1 in favor
of megalopolis over the heartland of America.

| urge your favorable consideration of the captioned link as imperative if
middle America is to survive, much less do well,

Very truly yours,

) ;
S
(4\/‘,;/41 /\j T

William H. Bowen
Chairman of the Board

WHB:ccb
d3al/g

cc: The Honorable David Pryor
The Honorable Daie Bumpers
The Honorable Beryl Anthony
The Honorable Tom Robinson
The Honorable John Paul Hammerschmidt
The Honorable William V. Alexander
Mr. Henry Gray

CAPITOL AND BROADWAY LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 501/371-7000



November 25, 1987

Secretary cf Transportation
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20390

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed are copies of correspondence we have directed to
Congressman Ike Skelton, Senator Christopher Bond and
Senator John Danforth, in support of upgrading U. S. Highway
71 to interstate status and further developing of that
system to provide the interstate route from Kansas City to
Shreveport, Louisiana.

If there is anything else we can do to encourage this
project, please let us know. We would like to be advised of
any pending action on this project.

Sincerely,

Donna Thomas
Director

-

DT:ss

enc.

Donna Thomas - Local Program Coordinator
Nevada Area Economic Commission
PO. Box 807 Nevada. Missoun 64772 (417) B67-6084




November 25, 1987

Congressman Ike Skelton
2433 Rayburn House Qffice Building
washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Skelton:

The Nevada Area Econcmic Development would like to let you
know of our cfficial suppecrt for the proposal to upgrade
U.S. 71 Highway to interstate status. I believe that I-29
is the propocsed name of that interstate.

It is understood that the 1987 Federal Transportation Act
required that a feasibility study be undertaken on the
establishment of a route from Kansas City to Shreveport,

Louisiana. Wwe would like to see that route utilize the
existing 71 Highway, upgrading it <o the proposed I-29
status. While further 1limited accesses would have to be

constructed, many intersections are already "limited", with
right-of-way already purchased. It would Dbe much more
economical to upgrade the existing 4-laned 71 Highway than
toa construct a totally new four-laned highway in ancother
area.

any efforts that you have toward obtaining this designation
would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

"D e

Donna Thomas
Director

DT:au

Donna Thomas Local ?rogram Coordinator
Nevads Area Economc ™ exopment Commission
PO. Box 807 Nevada Missoun 64772 (417) 667-6084




Novemper 23, 1987

Senator Christopher Bond
708 Hart Building
washingten, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Bond:

The Nevada Area Economic Development would like to let you
kncw ocf our official support for the propeosal to upgrade
U.s. 71 Highway to interstate status. I believe that I-29
is the propcsed name of that interstate.

It 1is understood that the 1987 Federal Transportation ACtT
required that a feasibility study be undertaken on the
establishment of a route from Kansas City toc Shreveport,
Louisiana. we would 1like to see that route utilize the
existing 71 Highway, upgrading it to the proposed I-29
status. while further limited accesses would have to be
constructed, many intersections are already "limited", with
right-of-way already purchased. It would be much more
economical to upgrade the existing 4-laned 71 Highway than

to construct a totally new four-laned highway in another
area.

Any efforts that you have toward obtaining this designaticn
would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

-ZEEESQ;M_v,;Titﬁuaw;+q )

Donna Thomas
Director

DT:au

i !mnslu ada X  DonnaThomas  Local Program Coordinator
B ——— Nevaca Area Economs Devexopmert Commession
\ pusiness PO. Rax 807 Nevada. Missouri 64772 (417) 6676084

N



November 25, 13987

Senator John C. Danforth
497 Russell Building
washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Danforth:

The Nevada Area Economic Development would like to let you
know of our official support for the proposal to upgrade
U.S. 71 Highway to interstate status. I believe that I-29
is the propcsed name of that 1lnterstate.

Tt is understood that the 1987 Federal Transportaticn Act
required that a feasibility study be undertaken on the
establishment of a route from Kansas City to Shreveport,

Louisiana. we would like to see that route utilize the .
existing 71 Highway, upgrading it to the propcsed I=-29
status. While further 1limited accesses would have to be

constructed, many intersections are already "limited”", with
right-of-way already purchased. It would be much more
economical to upgrade the existing 4-laned 71 Highway than
to construct a totally new four-laned highway in another

area.

Any efforts that you have toward obtaining this designation
would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

RN S

Donna Thomas
Director

DT:au

Donna Thomas Local Program Coordinator
Nevada Area Economic Commession
PO. Bax 807 Nevada. Missouri 64772 (417) 667-8084
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December. 11, 1987

James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U. S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St. S.wW.

Washington DC 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I.am writing to add my support to that which has already been
expressed for the expansion of U. S. Highway 71 into a new I-29
corridor through Southwest Missouri. U. S. 71 now serves as one
of the major north-south expressways through the midwest, but
remains largely a two-lane highway from the Missouri-Arkansas
border north to Carthage, Missouri. With this region serving as
a hub to much of the trucking industry in the midwest, this small
stretch of U.S. 71 creates both a major traffic hazard and a
bottleneck toc much of the commerce that flows through this area.

There are also a number of positive reasons for expanding the
highway link. With I-44 moving east to west through this region,
a major north-south artery will add considerably to the economic
potential of southwest Missouri and northeast Oklahoma. Labor is
reliable and inexpensive, the climate is attractive, and I
believe that as we work to draw foreign investors and industry t
the United States, this could be a very popular area if :
transportation were improved.

I would strongly encourage you to support this expansion project
as soon as possible. Thank you for your consideration,.

Sincerely,

-/

o
Xant A Farnsworth
President

KAF/gl

“AN EQUAL QPPORTUNITY /AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER"



LA-2-8BOY MIDWEST / 307 Howard Sush Orve, Neosho, Missoun 64850, Pane id17) £51-5400

December 10, 1987

JAMES H. BURNLEY

SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
400 SEVENTH ST., S.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590

Secretary Burnlevy:

I want to express strongly my support for upgrading the highway
71 corridor to inter-state status.

This highway improvement can have a material positive economic
impact on this generation and many generations to come.

The time to make this happen is now, please do not let this
opportunity pass.

Sincerely,

Earl W. Bryan
Vice-President

EWB/1lw

Comport that fits gour shgle”



SHEEFFIELD NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT Law

1610 TOWER BUILDING .
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 Noverter 20, 1987

(S01) 375-7500

Hornorable Jim Burnley, IV, Secretary
United States Department of Transgortation
400 7th Strest, SW

Washingten, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Burnley:

I am Chairman of the Arkansas Incustrial Develcpment Commission. I've been
asked to address the need for a north-south interstate highway from Kansas City,
Missouri to Shreveport, Icuisiana.

We have no greater need in the State of Arkansas. If we are to kesp a
sicnificant number of industries that are cuxzently in the state, and if we ar
to have any hepe of adding new industries in the future, it is imperative that we
have such a highway. :

It has been conclusively shown that access to a four-lane highway has become
the single most important issue in keeping and attracting industry. I have just
complet=d a year of labor serving as Chairmen of the Economic Expansion Stugdy
Camissicn, which toock an in—depth lock at what our problems and ooportimities are
in industrializaticn in Arkansas. The most commonly cited deficiency was a four-lane
north-south highway. We wers told in very clear terms that we have to cure the
problem, or we are going to lose industry that located in outlying towns before
transportation became the critical issue it is today.

In a poor state such as Arkansas, where the per capita incame ranks ameng the
lowest and where unemployment generally runs well above the naticnal average,
we simply cannot afford to lose existing industry. Additicnally, meny of the areas
which are hurting the worst, with unemployment excesding 20%, would be served by a
north-south highway, and would give us hope of securing industries for those areas.

With this in mind, I offer my total support to the concept, and encourage
you to put the considerable power of your office behind such a proposal. You would
render a great service to many people who are in dire need of assistancs.

Thank you for any consideraticn you may give this request.

Sincerely,

o~
Y - .'\‘ \ . \
Sheffield Nelson :
SN/bab

cc: Senator Dale Bumrers
Senator David Pryor
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt
Representative Bill Alexandsr .~
Fepresentative Beryl Bnthony
Representative Tcmmy Rebinscn
Mr. Henry Gray
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Generai Commoadities Between All Points in U.S.

Harold F. Nickeis
President-Chief Executive Officar December 3, 15987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

We write this letter in support of the placement of
Interstate 29 South from Kansas City down the.Highway 71
corridor through Missouri, Arkansas and into Louisiana.

We are a nationwide irregqular route specialized carrier
Wwith corporate headquarters in Joplin, Missouri. We operate
a large number of trucks from this location, and approxi-
mately 1100 nationwide.

We avoid routing our equipment south on Highway 71
because of the very narrow and heavily traveled conditions
that exist. We are very safety conscious and do not feel
Highway 71 in its present form to be a safe route £0r our
equipment. :

Sincerely,

TRI-STATE MOTOR TRANSIT CO.

W 7/
o
/zHarold F. ¥ickels

President and
Chief Executive Officer

HFN:1sk

Tri-State Motor Transit Co.
Post Office Box 113
Joplin, Missouri 64802
417 624 3131
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December 2, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I underszand that feasibility studies are currently underway for the
future placement of Interstate 29. I also understand that one possible
location for the new Interstate is the Highway 71 Corridor.

I would like to express my support for this project and would be very
much in favor of the new Interscate running through Joplin, The impact
of a major North-South Interstate running through Joplin and Southwest
Missouri would be of tremendous help in expanding the Joplin ecczomy.

Mark S. Cochran

MSC/tlc

2300 East seventn Street
Fourth Street and Range Line Road - 2ist and Saden {ane
P2 Box 15
lophin, Nissaurt n-bE02
+17-7871-1300

Member FDIC
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December 4, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnleyv:

It is my understanding that studies are now in progress
to determine the future placement of I-29.

As far as Missouri is concerned the ideal procedure would
be to use 71 south out of Kansas City, Missouri. It would
save a bundle of money and avoid the costly and time con-
suming procedures needed to obtain right of ways etc.
Using the established Highway 71 would really only entail
upgrading the already existing road.

Another consideration to be considered but hopefully would
never be needed is this, I-29 using Highway 71 south througr
Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana would make an ideal
straight run from Canada to the waterways of Louisizana

in event - of a war. Smooth and efficient transportation

of war materiel is of the essence in this instance.

True, this routing of I-29 would be a boon to Southwest
Missouri in many ways. However the more important reason
to use Highway 71 south of Kansas City through Missouri,
Arkansas, and Louisiana and to the Gulf has been ocutlined
in the first two paragraphs of this letter.

Your consideration of the contents of this letter will
be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

(i | -
\:i?j _-"..;,-,7/1 i :

j c\u/u‘oo&4¢4_
C.B. Schoeber



December 2, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washingcoa, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

It is oy understanding that a feasibility study is currently in
progress for the future placement of an interstate going South
out of Xansas City and running through Arkansas into Louisiana.
It is my feeling that, in order to be cest effective, U. S. 71
which is a divided highway to Carthage, Missouri, should be up-
graded to interstate status and then be completed South to the
- Arkansas border to hook up with a divided highway going around
Fayetteville in Northwest Arkansas. In addition to cpening up
the ports on the Gulf to the North central part of the United
State., I think, on a smaller scale, it is very important for
Southwest Missouri to eliminate the bottlz-neck of trzffiec on
the existing 71 Highway to Northwest Arkansas and would have a
positive impact on the economy and tourisz for this area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter, and if there is
anything I can do, please don't hesitate to let me know.

Sincerely,
)
VAN e

i 7;“——1-1'-"‘--_.__
Ron Thompson
Senior Vice President

RT/ssc

802 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 1373 2433 RANGELINE
417 623-8860 JOPLIN, MISSOURI 64802 417 623-3100
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December 2, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20590

RE: Interstate 29 Route Selection

Dear Mr. Burnley:

It is my understanding that feasibility studies are currently being per-
formed in regards to the future placement of Interstate 29. Please allow me
a few minutes of your time to express my opinion concerning this project.

As a lifelong resident of Southwest Missouri and as District Manager of
a public utility which serves 142 commmities in a four state area, I believe
that I have a good grasp of how vitally important this project could be to this
area.

The existing Highway 71 corridor would provide the safest and most comvenient
Interstate location for the people of the four state area. In additiom, this
location would create the greatest opportunities for positive economic development
of this area.

Your consideration and support in using the'existing Highwavy 71 corridor is
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

. L

Rick Hendricks
District Manager

kg

P.O. BOX 127 @ JOPLIN, MISSCOURI 64802 s (417) 623-4700
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3utier, Missouri

Post Office Box 167 » 64730
17 South Delaware Street (316) 679-3380

December 1, 1987

Office of the Secretary
James H. Burnley IV
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Secretary Burnley:

RE: Leglislative Sctudy regarding Interstate-29 froa the
Canadian Border to Sweetwater, Louisiana.

As President of the Butler, Missouri Chamber of Commerce, the
proposed legislation for I-29, would give our area the
economic impact it needs for future development. As  you
_know, the ability of a community to attract industry depends
on the roadways serving that community. The present four
lane highway continues to have a high traffic count.
Upgrading to interstate standards would be very beneficial to
Butler, Missouri and the surrounding communities.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.-
ﬁéspectfully,
é;;%ﬁgzééég224aq%/{

Butler Chamber of Commerce
Jéhn G, Daniel, President

JGD:sb



RAarketing Commission

P.Q.Box 9064730

(816) §79-6405/879-4182/679-4197 /

Jim Ticna - Chairman
Jonn Nills - Mayor, City of Butler
Lelan Csems

Joe Cennis

Gene Dines

[icherg Everett

Joe Ghere

Martin Levy

Lesrer Curs

Rom Fitts

Jim Rusn

Sclly Burg - Secretary

Butler Chamber of Commarce
P.0. Box 167
Butler, Missouri 64730

Gentlemen:

December 1,

Robert L Hall
Executive Cirectcr

1987

We, of the Butler Marketing Commission, would lilke to stress
the great impact an interstate (I-29) highway from Canadian
border‘tc Sweetwater, Louisiana would have on this area.

There are no good routss in the Midwest that lead to the Nor:t
and South. Naturally develcping industries always look at
that as a drawback for coming to the area. An upgraded 71
highway would be a positive thing for the depressed agri-com-

munity in which we liva.

Sincerely,

%(
i
Bufler Marketing Commission

Jim Tiona, Chm.

Industrial Development._Sales Tax Dollars at Work
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—— 800-422-4439 710%1?]2%%2;%2 RD. 816-679-5511 5\\\;\”{/////
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RE: Legislative Study of I-29

As a manufacturer whose raw stock and finished product both must move con
interstate highways, we have a vested interest in how functiocnal those
highways are.

This project szems to address a need that we have noticed while computing
our north-south freight costs. Our material seems to move more quickly
east-west at lower costs. We have to assume that better access over all
‘Wwill improve delivery time. etter access will allow lower inventory on
our part as well as that of our customer.

Such savings are real dollars vhich can be devoted to our expansion plans,
as well as provide a pay off within the ccmmnity as a whole.

We wish to pledge our support to any and all efforts to furthur this pro-
ject.

Respectfully,

o (v
Elza Terry
Marketing Director
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Truck Line

Inn Building
P.O. Drawar 90
Butler, Missouri 64720

816-679-4197 November 30, 1987

Ms. Sally Burg, Executive Secretary
Butler Chamber of Commerce

P.0. Box 167

Butler, Missouri 64730

Dear Ms. Burg:

Thank you for your inquiry in regard to our position concerning
the legislative study which relates to I-29, Canada to Sweet-
water, Louisiana and the fact that highway 71 would be upgraded.

We, being a nation wide carrier and having our headquarters in
Butler, Missouri, located on 71 highway would naturally con-

sider this to be a very positive project. If I-29, Canada to
Louisiana could become a reality it would save our company much
time and money. The most important aspect would be the added

safety features that would be involved in such a project and
the probability of the saving of lives and property.

It is a known fact that there are no good routes in the Midwest
leading to the North and South. There would also be a very
positive impact on the depressed agri-community in the Hidwest.

Sincerely,

JONA TRUCE/BINE, INC.

N

; -
?m Tiona
resident

Terminals
Hwy. 39 West at
111 South Prospect 3701 Lone Pine Cherry & Plummer Hwy. 80 West
Butler MO FR470 Snrinafiald MO RSANR . Chanute. KS 85720 Grand Salira. TX 751,
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November 30, 1987

Mr. James Burley, IV

Secretary of Transportation Department
400 7th Street S.H.

Washington, Dc 20590

Dear Secretary Burley:

On behalf of Boatmen's Bank of Carthage and its Directors
and Officers, we would like to .request your support of
upgrading the present U.S. Highway 71 Corridor from Kansas
City, Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana, to Interstate status
as I[-29. OQut Bank Board discussed this topic at its last
Board Meeting and unanimously agreed to actively support
such an upgrade.

The economic climate of the Joplin Metropolitan area, of
which Carthage is a major crea, is enjoying an increasing
growth trend due in past to our geographic location, stable
work force and "quality of 1ife". Such an improvement to
the highway system through our area would further improve
and increase the economic climate, promote tourism, and provide
excellent highway facilities for the large volume of auto
and truck traffic already using the Highway 71 Corridor.

Any support you could give in providing appropriations to
fund improvement of the Highwzy 71 Corridor would be greatly
appreciated.

Respectfully, .

BOATMEN"S BANK OF CA IHAGE
/ -
éé{—&é/ .M

Walter W. Gonce
Chief Executive Officer

ﬁ?,ﬁhm&a R. el
J

i on ames R. Bracht
R T L AT President and
Chief Operating Officer

JRB/sm

A Subsiciary of Beatmen's Bancshares, Inc.
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November 30, 1987

Mr. James Burley, IV

Secretary of Transportation Department
400 7th Street S.W.

Washington, DC 205930

Dear Secretary Burlay:

On behalf of the Carthage Area Chamber of Commerce, I would
1ike to request your support of upgrading the present U.S.
Highway 71 Corridor from Kansas City, Missouri to Shreveport,
Louisiana, to Interstate status as [-29. The Chamber Board
of Directors discussed this topic at its last Board Meeting
and unanimously agreed to actively support such an upgrade.

The economic climate of the Joplin Metropolitan area, of
which Carthage is a major area, is enjoying an increasing
growth trend due in past to our geographic location, stable
work force and "quality of life". Such an improvement to
the highway system through our area would further improve
and increase the economic climate, promote tourism, and provide
excellent highway facilities for the large volume of auto
and truck traffic already using the Highway 71 Corridor.

Any support you could give in providing appropriations to

fund improvement of the Highway 71 Corridor would be greatly
appreciated.

Respectfully,
CARTHAGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Qrmen R. fraclif

James R. Bracht
Chairman of Economic
Development Committee

JRB/sm

A FIVE STAR » MISSOUR! COMMUNITY BETTEARMENT CITY...HOME OF THE MAPLE LEAF FESTIVAL
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December 3, 1987

Mr. James Burnley

U.S. Secretary of Transportation
400 Seventh Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

The Shreve Area Council of Governments (SACOG) would like
to express its support of the construction of an Interstate
Highway from Kansas City, Missouri to Shreveport,
Louisiana. This «critical 1link, now under study in
accordance with the 1987 Federal-Aid Highway Act, would
greatly aid north-south travel with resulting benefits
in economic development and tourism for the region. This
proposal would remedy a 500-mile gap between north-south
interstate highways in this area of the country.

On behalf of the Shreve Area Council of Governments, I
urge your support of this important project., The SACGS
Urban Policy Committee has wunanimously endorsed the
addition of this link to the Interstate Highway System.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

::Z;;;éﬁé£?:£25%;7tj;;¢-

Terry J. Langlois

Director of Planning

TdL:1ej

cc: Senator J. Bennett Johnston

Senator John B. Breaux
Representative Charles "Buddy" Roemer

Shreve Area Counclof Govermmentcs

627 Spring Street Shreveport, Louisiana 71101 (3i8) 226-6488
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November 30, 1987

Secretary of Transportation
U S Dept. of Transportation
400 7th sSt. sw.

Washington D C 20590

Dear Secretary:

This letter is in Support of the establishment of an interstate
route from Kansas City, Missouri, to Shreveport,Louisiana,
closing the 500-mile gap that exists between existing North/South
interstate routes in the central United States.

In Missouri, we support the feasibility of using I-29 and designating
Some sections of the existing U.S. 71 Highway as an interstate and
having the highway run parallel to 71 Highway in some new locations.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

i
wAN:
Gerﬁen 0il Co.
Neil Gerken




November 30, 1987

Mr. James Burley, IV
Secretary of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

My dear Mr. Burley:

On behalf of the Jasper County Development Association,

we are asking your support for the extension of Interstate
29 along Highway 71 to Shreveport, Louisiana. As you are
aware, this corridor would be through Southwest Missouri.

It is our opinion that the development of Interstate 29
would greatly help the economic development of Southwest
Missouri, specifically the Joplin-Carthage area.

Your support of this is greatly appreciated and if we can
be of any assistance please do not hesitate to call upon
us.

Sincerely,

1410 South River St.,
Carthage, Missouri 64836



J. 3. Depnsz. of Transnaortation
40 7th Strest 3. .,
Washington, D. C.

206897

Dear 3ir:

I understand the 1987 Federal Higkway Act authoriz-
ed a feasibility studry to extend I-29 Souts fron Xansas
City, Missouri, where it now ends.

Tl:ere certainl™ is a need for an improved highway
fucility between Kunsas City and the Gulf Coast with the
Zdeal sout..ern terminus in lew Yrleans.

We would suggest t..e study, in the iInterest of keep-
ing costs dovm, couslider using existing four lane US-71
South out of Xansas City througz: \lesgtern dissouri and West-
ern Arkansas. This highway could be brought up to Inter-
state stancards with accentulle costs. This route is now,
with all of Lts shortcomin-s, especiallyr in JArkansas, a
favorite route fpr trucks to the Sonutil.

Western Arkansas 1s in need of a good Noth-South
highway In the western oart of the state to further ex-
pand its growtii. potentlal.

A North-Soutl: 4-lane limited access route South fron
Kansas Citry to tue 3ulf Coust would be a great economic
"siwot in the arm" for trhis area and is long overdue.

As our representative in Cougress, we ask that you
support thls proposed new route, preferable in Westemn
dilssouri ané Westerrn .arkansas.

Yours trulr,

» rd /,
lielan =. 3T OV o .
i[&u'u( aviel -
wgryin L, Barrow - L2
Rt. # 1 A
levada, Missouri -
34772 .
Conies sent to: . —
Cor.gressan ke Slelion .

Senator Christoplier vond
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Us8, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATIEN
400 7TH STREET 8,Ww,
WASHINGTON DC ZOSQO

ATIN; SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
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“'ACLIED AFTERMARKET D1lv, 3 @;m-*w»s

THE 1987 FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION ACT REGUIRES STUDY OF INTERSTATE WIGHWAY

FROM

KANSAS CITY TO SHREVEPORT, PLEASE SUPPORT UPGRADE OF U,8, ROUTE
INTERSTATE FOR FUTURE SYSTEM,

REGARDS,

T, BOERGER

PLANT MANAGER

{5302 EST

MGMCOMP

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE. SEE REVERSE SIOE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL —*FREE PHONE NUME:HS

71 TO

et n"f;:,if. te-
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Headquarters for the P.S. 515 MAIN STREET PHONE (417) 624-7000
*Personal Service P. 0. BOX 1328 JOPLIN, MISSOURI 64802

December 8, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, 5. W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Interstate 29
Dear Mr. Burnley,

Joplin's economic wherewithal is quickly becoming known
around the country.

Primary among our economic appeal is our transportation
advantage. This includes central location, excellent highways
including Interstate Highway 44 and State Highway 71, and a
major trucking industry located here.

The placement of Interstate 29 along the Highway 71 corridor
through Missouri, Arkansas and into Louisiana is most logical
based on how well it complements and enhances the other
transportation facilities already present there,

The addition of a north-south highway will considerably
augment our bright economic prospects. Southwest Missouri is
most capable of capitalizing on this additional resource., It
will mean excellent growth for our arez and a logistiecally
important highway for midwestern states.

I request your support for the Highway 71 corridor loeation.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

r7>¢%f (Euvﬁﬁ

David Austin

DA :kme



December 11, 1987

Mr. James M. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

United States Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S. W.

Washington, D. C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

The purpose of this letter is to solict your support
in changing the designation of current U. S. Highway 71
to interstate [-29. This change would have a major economic
impact on the area between Kansas City, Missouri and
Shreveport, Louisiana, with future implications for better
connections with Houston, Texas and New Orleans, Louisiana.
Much of the highway already exists in a status which with
some modification could be brought up to interstate standards.
This would obviously reduce the cost versus construction
of an entirely new road.

Any assistance which you can provide in this endeavor
would not only be appreciated by me personally, but I am
sure it would be appreciated by the vast majority of people
living along current U. S. Highway 71.

Yours very truly,

Chairman\0T “the Board

REF:ss

100 South Wood Street P. O. Bex 400 NeosHo, Misseurt 64850 Area (417) 451-1040



December 10, 1987

James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation .
U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

[ would Tike to take this opportunity to express my support
for the designation of the U.S. 71 highway corridor as Interstate
29. Not only would this provide for a direct North-South route
from the Canadian border to Shreveport, Louisiana, it would enhance
the safety of this heavily traveled route, and promote continued
development of this region.

I respectfully request your support of this designation,
also.

Siacerely,
Ray Stipp
Pre§ident

RS:cd

100 South Wood Streer P. 0. Box 400 MNeosho. Missourr 44350 Areq (417) 451-10e0
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I T INEOSHO
3551 DONIFHAN CRIVE
PO. BOX 6848

NEOSHO. MISSOURI 84850-9199
(417) 4511810 TWX (310) 770-4963

December 16, 1987

Mr. James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportaticn

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., S.W.

Wash.i_ngton., D.C. 20590
Dear Mr. Burnley:

Teledyne Neosho provides a turbine engine repair and overhaul
service which is dependent upon the need of a good and accessible
highway system. Cammon practice in our industry is to ship
engines of various sizes and weight to the overhaul facilities
using air-ride trucks.

Our custamers often voice concern over the need for an improved
highway system in and around the Neosho/Joplin area. The
designation of Highway 71 as part of the I-29 Interstate System
would provide us with just another positive marketing tool to
grow our current business.

I would appreciate your personal support for designating this
I-29 corridor through ocur Joplin and Neosho area.

Regards,

Ritter
resident

TELEDYNE NEOSHO



Commerce Bank
of Joplin

Box 970

Third and Main Streets
Joplin, Missoun 84802
417-624-2414

December 15, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley, IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

The decision as to where to locate Interstate Highway 29 south out
of Kansas City is vital to the national economy.

Joplin, Missouri, Interstate Highway 44 and Highway 71 should be
factors in that location decision. Joplin headquarters five major
trucking firms, boasts a strong local economy with one of the lowest
cost of living levels in the United States, and is a Small Metropolitan
Statistical Area. This type of community is ideal for growth resulting
from a major cross-roads in our nation.

Highway 71 is already four-lane from Joplin to I-29 in Kansas City,
and is being expanded to four-lane going south from Joplin to New
Orleans. Significant time and cost savings would be realized by
routing I-29 with Highway 71. Additionally, the I-29 (Highway 71)
and I-44 cross-roads would create a much needed intersection for
Interstate Highways at the center of the nation.

I would appreciate any support you can give to having I-29 intersect
with I-44 at Joplin.

Sinc%;ely, P

~opil S

I’
Kerry Jolhston |
Assistant Vice President

KJ/bp



ONUNRERT? | .
LEISURE FROCUCTS CCMPANY @ M

4101 Howard Bush Drive
Necsho, Missouri 64850-9164
(417) 4514550

T. C. Weich
President

December 11, 1987

Mr. James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U. S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

The purpose of this letter is to convey to you the importance and need
for the Highway 71 corridor designated as I-29. A quality highway
extending from the Canadian border to Shreveport, Louisiana would,
indeed, have a most favorable impact on the safety of those who
travel, as well as healthy growth for the whole region.

Sincerely,
DX
(R

TCW: jw
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18071 Ingusrrial Orive
Neosha. MO 64880
(417) 451-2442

December 15, 1987

James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Sir:

In regards to the proposal to designate the present Highway 71 into an
[-29 Interstate corridor between the Canadian border and Shreveport, [
respectfully request your support.

While I cannot quote you figures and facts on highway usage, I have
observed both as a highway user and a trucking fleet manager, the severe
overcrowded traffic conditions on the present highway system. These conditions
have resuited in many accidents and deaths that could be eliminated by a
properly designed and adequate highway system as previously described,

Again I urge your support of this proposal.

Very truly yours,

W. D. Webster
Supt. of Dist.

WOW /vi



KENNETH B. CULKIN
Box 143
Seneca, Missouri 64865

16 December 1987

James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportatiocn
400 Seventh Street., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Mr. Burmley:

The purpose of this correspondence is to express my interest
and concern with the Highway 71 corridor being designed and
designated as I-29.

With the I-29 highway from the Canadian Border +to Shreveport,
Louisiana, the economy of this particular area in the way of
industry, transportation and tourism could not help but be
immeasurably benefitted.

My interest and concerns in this matter are supported by the
populace of the area in general.

Sincerely,

C-f / . v / 3. % ,"_
[t_.'\c, CtEEe é/ g"' Cld fie¢
KENNETH B. CULKIN :

Chairman, Newton County
Industrial Develcpment Commission
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December 16, 1987

James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

United States Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I cannot express the importance or impact on this areas economy
which is currently in a growth stage, that Highway 71 corridor
‘being designated as I-29 would have. With I-29 Highway from
the Canadian Border to Shreveport, Louisiana, we could become
one of the fastest growing regionms in industry, transportation
and tourism, to say nothing of the lives this quality of road
will save, and would ensure the growth of this part of the
country.

Sincerely,

Bill C. LeeE

President

BCL/mjl



3014 Moorhead Drive
Joplin, Missouri 64804
December 15, 1987

Honorable James H. Burnley
Secretary of Transportation

U. S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

This letter is written in support of the movement
to redesignate U.S. Highway 71 as Interstate 29.
Extending I-29 south from Kansas City to Shreve-
port along the line of US 71 would fill a gap in
the north-south interstate system and would be a
tremendous stimulant to the economies of the

area through which it would pass, as well as
saving many lives along this overcrowded highway
corridor.

Our own region of Newton County, Missouri, encom-
passing an important segment of the developing
Joplin-Neosho metropolitan area, needs this inter-
state if it is to continue growing in industry,
transportation, and tourism and to avoid revert-
ing to the economic stagnation that once afflicted
it.

Sincerely,

G. K. Renner
Newton County Economic
Development Commission



RESOLUTION NO._ 88-21

RESOLUTION OF THE ARK-TEX COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS IN RESPONSE TO THE NEED FOR
AN INTERSTATE HIGHWAY FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI TO SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA.

WHEREAS, the Ark-Tex Council of Governments Board of Directors consists of

elected officials from the ten county area of Northeast Texas and Miller
County, Arkansas and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of these elected officials to expand the
opportunities for economic development 1in the Ark-Tex Region through
industrial development, shipping efficiencies, and enhanced tourism.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ARK-TEX COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS:

Section 1 - That the route currently being studied through the States of
Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and Missouri is highly supported as
the most expeditious and cost effective route and

Section 2 - That the development of such a route would provide a critical
link in the Interstate Highway System of the
United States.

PASSED, ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED THIS 17th day of December, 1987.

& i}; '
cPNtt s K] loe AT
Willie Giles Smith, President
Ark-Tex Council of Governments

ATTEST:

oETETTEIOATION
$ T T THASISA
b IR NN, I .- 2 -~
[ €59 LITETES
Datz
[ HEFZ.ETI0ON MWD s —_



—

VILLAGE OF STELLA
STELLA, MO. 64867

ULMU 1%, (787
M/il_bvb&?/;
/ﬁg. %7 Detsgitiecs
Lo o fd-ﬂ-«:-?/ﬂZﬂ/f‘g: >



e Dot 3(7(//% i

KENNETH V. COPE 1006 W HarMONY = NEOSHC MISSCURI 84850 » 417-451-1520

PUBLISHER

1-6-88

Mr. James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transpoartation

U. S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I understand there is to be a hearing concerning the I-29 corridor
this month.

There is a serious need for this highway to be extended south to
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. As you know, much of Highway Tl is already
limited access and could be converted to the I-29 project at a minimum
of cost.

I would like to encourage you to give your support to this
much needed project.

Sincerely,

‘:§tj;;£t,LA,_x2§fﬁi la. <%;u_;;_,

Kenneth W. Cope
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December 4, 1987

The Honorable Christopher Bond
United States Senate

293 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bond:

Feasibility studies are currently underway with regard to the future
placement of Interstate 29, One possibility for irs location is
south from Kansas City down the Highway 71 corridor through Missouri,
Arkansas and into Louisiana, A primary factor for consideration of
this route is the fact that there is no major north-south highway
between I-35 on the wesr and I-55 on the east, a distance of over

500 miles. When complete, I-29 would run from Canada south to the
shipping ports on the Gulf, and if tha 71 corridor route is used, the
existing highway would be upgraded and Joplin would be located at the
crossroads of two major interstate highways, I-29 and I-44. The

positive impact on growth, developmen:, transportation, tourism and
the economy would be significant,

I support using the Highway 71 corridor, and solicit your help in any
way that you feel that canp accomplish this goal.

Sincerely,

S s

Russell G. Cochran
President and Chief Executive Officer

RGC: jrp
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December 4, 1987

The Honorable John Danforth

United States Senate

497 Russell Senate Qffice Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Danforth:

Feasibility studies are currently underway with regard to the future
placement of Interstate 29. One possibility for its location is
south from Kansas City down the Highway 71 corridor through Missouri,
Arkansas and into Louisiana. A primary factor for consideration of
this route is the fact that there is no major north-south highway
between I-35 on the west and I-55 on the east, a distance of over

~ 500 miles. when complete, I-29 would run from Canada south to the
shipping ports on the Gulf, and if the 71 corridor route is used, the
existing highway would be upgraded and Joplin would be located at the
crossroads of two major interstate highways, I-29 and I-44. The

positive impact on growth, development, transportation, tourism and
the economy would be significant.

I support using the Highway 71 corridor, and solicit your help in any
way that you feel that can accomplish this goal.

Sincerely,

Russell G. Cochran

President and Chief Executive Officer

RGC: jrp
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December 4, 1987

The Honorable Gene Taylor

United States House of Representatives
2134 House Qffice Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Taylor:

Feasibility studies are currently underway with regard to the future
placement of Interstate 29. One possibility for its location is
south from Kansas City down the Highway 71 corridor through Missouri,
Arkansas and into Louisiana. A primary factor for consideration of
this route is the fact that there is no major north-south highway
between I-35 on the west and I-55 on the east, a distance of over

- 500 miles. When complete, I-29 would run from Canada south to the
shipping ports on the Gulf, and if the 71 corridor route is used, the
existing highway would be upgraded and Joplin would be located at the
crossroads of two major interstate highways, I-29 and I-44. The

positive impact on growth, development, transportation, tourism and
the economy would be significant,

I support using the Highway 71 corridor, and solicit your help in any
way that you feel that can accemplish this goal.

Sincerely,

@M%"

Russell G. Cochran
President and Chief Executive Officer

RGC: jrp
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