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SUMMARY OF MITIGATION,  
PERMITS, & COMMITMENTS 

 

Mitigation 
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) will implement the following 
measures to mitigate the environmental effects associated with the proposed project:  
 
In addition to abiding by all applicable Federal, State, and local laws, ordinances and regulations, the 
construction contractor will adhere to applicable measures detailed in Louisiana Standard Specifications for 
Roadways and Bridges, 2016 ed., particularly Section 107, “Legal Relations and Responsibility to Public,” and 
Section 204, “Temporary Erosion Control”, both of which include construction techniques to be implemented 
regarding potential impacts to wetlands/Other Waters of the U.S.; air, water, and noise pollution; archaeological 
encounters; and erosion control. Also Section 811, “Painting and Protective Coatings”, should be adhered to 
because some lead paint is present. The paint waste generated will need to be handled as a hazardous waste 
per the “2016 specs for Roads and Bridges”. However, in the event this material cannot be disposed via a 
beneficial re-use facility, per these specs, its predetermination of not being a “hazardous waste”, based on test 
results, will provide other options for handling this material once generated. This would be at the discretion of 
the Department. 

 

Permits 
It is anticipated that no permits will be required prior to commencement of construction activities. 
 

Commitments 
In the event of inadvertent discovery of cultural materials such as human remains, pottery, and/or other 
archaeological or culturally significant artifacts are encountered during construction, activity in proximity to the 
location must cease and appropriate authorities, including the Alabama Coushatta Tribe of Texas, the Choctaw 
Nation, and the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, shall be notified immediately. This stipulation should be placed 
on the construction plans to insure contractors are aware of it.  
 
DOTD held a meeting with BREC on October 13, 2016 and agreed on the use of the football field as a staging 
area for an estimated duration of 1 year during construction. There will be a stipulation in the contract for 
the contractor to restore the portion of BREC’s Expressway Park used during construction to the same 
or better condition than prior to construction per 23 CFR 774.13(d) (4).   
 
DOTD will work together with BREC on the lighting for the football field and the Terrace Avenue exit ramp. 
DOTD permitted BREC to install lighting on the elevated roadway superstructure of I-10 at I-110 for the football 
field.  If this lighting is in conflict with the addition of the exit ramp at Terrace Avenue, the removal of the lighting 
during construction and replacement after construction will be handled by BREC or with a pay item in the plans.   
 
The East Baton Rouge Parish Floodplain Administrator indicated via email on November 2, 2016, that the 
proposed construction will not have an adverse impact on the existing flood plain or environment provided the 
improvements and all associated drainage structures are properly engineered. They ask that the 
Specifications for the project prohibit the placement of excavated material from the project area onto 
any FEMA-recognized Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) within East Baton Rouge Parish. 
  
The contractor will minimize noise impacts by adhering to the abatement measures stated in Section 
107.14 (Environmental Protection) of the Louisiana Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges, 2006 
edition. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
 
 
WBS NO. H.012422 
NAME: I-110: INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION @ TERRACE 
ROUTE: I-110 
PARISH: EAST BATON ROUGE  
  
1. General Information  
  
☒Conceptual Layout  ☐Line and Grade ☐Preliminary Plans 

☐Survey ☐Plan-in-Hand  ☐Advance Check Prints 

  
2. Class of Action  
 

☐ Environmental Impact Statement (E.I.S.) ☐ State Funded Only (EE/EF/ER)  
☐ Environmental Assessment (E.A.) 

☒ Categorical Exclusion (C.E.) 

☐ Programmatic C.E. (as defined in FHWA letter of agreement dated 03/15/95) 

  
3. Project Description   

 
SEE ATTACHMENT 

  
4. Public Involvement   
 

☒ Views were solicited. July 27, 2016 (Appendix A) 

☐ Views were not solicited. 

☒ Public Involvement events held. October 19, 2016 (Appendix G) 

☐ A public hearing/opportunity for requesting a public hearing required.  

☒ A public hearing/opportunity for requesting a public hearing not required. 

  
5. Real Estate  

NO YES N/A 

a. Will additional right-of-way be required? ........................................................ ….… ☒  ☐ ☐ 

  Is right-of-way required from a burial/cemetery site? …………………………. ☒ ☐ ☐ 

  Is right-of-way required from a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) property?  ☒  ☐   ☐ 

  Is required right-of-way prime farmland? (Use form AD 1006, if needed) ….. ☒ ☐  ☐ 

b. Will any relocation of residences or businesses occur? ........................................ ☒ ☐  ☐  

c. Are construction or drainage servitudes required? ................................................ ☒ ☐   ☐ 

  
6. Section 4(f) and Section 6(f)   

NO YES N/A 
a. Will historic sites or publicly owned parks, recreation areas,   

wildlife or waterfowl refuges (Section 4f) be affected? …………………….….. ☒ ☐ ☐1 

b. Are properties acquired or improved with L&WC funds affected? ……........... ☒ ☐ ☐1 

   
7. Cultural Section 106   

NO YES N/A 
a. Are any known historic properties adjacent or  

impacted by the project? (If so, list below)………….………….……………....... ☒ ☐   ☐2 
   b.   Are any known archaeological sites adjacent or impacted by the project?  

 (If so, list site # below) …………………………………………………………...... ☒ ☐ ☐2 

c. Would the project affect property owned by or held in trust for a federally  

recognized tribal government? ...................................................................... ☒ ☐ ☐2 
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8. Natural & Physical Environment  

NO YES N/A 

a.  Are wetlands affected? ………......................................................................... ☒  ☐ ☐3 

b.  Are other waters of the U.S. affected? ……….................................................  ☒ ☐ ☐3 

c.  Are Endangered/Threatened Species/Habitat affected? ……………….……. ☒ ☐ ☐ 

d.  Is project within 100 Year Floodplain? …........................................................ ☒ ☐  ☐ 

e.  Is project in Coastal Zone Management Area? …........................................... ☒ ☐ ☐ 

f.  Is project in a Coastal Barrier Resources area? …………………….………... ☒ ☐ ☐  

g.  Is project on a Sole Source Aquifer? …….....………………………………….. ☐ ☒ ☐4 

h.  Is project impacting a navigable waterway? …............................................... ☒ ☐ ☐ 

i.  Are any State or Federal Scenic Rivers/Streams impacted? ……………..…. ☒ ☐ ☐  

j.  Is a noise analysis warranted (Type I project) ………..……………………….… ☒ ☐ ☐5 

k.  Is an air quality study warranted? .................................................................... ☒ ☐ ☐  

l.  Is project in a non-attainment area? …………………...................................... ☐ ☒ ☐6 

m.  Is project in an approved Transportation Plan, Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and State Transportation  

Improvement Program (STIP)? ........................................................................ ☐ ☒ ☐  

 n.  Are construction air, noise, & water impacts major? ………………………….. ☒ ☐ ☐  

o.  Will the project affect or be affected by a hazardous waste site, leaking  

 underground storage tank, oil/gas well, or other potentially contaminated site? ☒ ☐  ☐    
  

9. Social Impacts   
NO YES N/A 

a.  Will project change land use in the area? ………………………………………. ☒ ☐ ☐ 

b.  Are any churches and schools impacted by or adjacent to the project? …... ☒ ☐ ☐7 

  (If so, list below) 

c.  Has Title VI been considered? ……………………………………………………. ☐ ☒ ☐ 

d.  Will any specific groups be adversely affected?  
     (i.e., minorities, low-income, elderly, disabled, etc.) ……………………….… ☒ ☐ ☐8 

e.  Are any hospitals, medical facilities, fire police facilities impacted by or 

  adjacent to the project? (If so, list below)…………………………………………. ☒ ☐ ☐  

f.  Will Transportation patterns change? ………………………………………….. ☒ ☐ ☐  

    g.  Is Community cohesion affected by the project? ……………………………… ☒ ☐ ☐ 

 h.  Are short-term social/economic impacts due to construction 

considered major? ............................................................................................ ☒ ☐ ☐
 i.  Do conditions warrant special construction times? 

     (i.e., school in session, congestion, tourist season, harvest) ………………. ☒ ☐ ☐ 

 j.  Were Context Sensitive Solutions considered?  (If so explain below)……… ☒ ☐ ☐  

k.  Were bike and pedestrian accommodations considered? (explain below)….. ☐ ☒ ☐9 

l.  Will the roadway/bridge be closed? (If yes, answer questions below)………. ☒ ☐ ☐ 

         Will a detour bridge be provided? .............................................................. ☐ ☐ ☒  

       Will a detour road be provided? ................................................................. ☐ ☐ ☒  

 Will a detour route be signed? ................................................................... ☐ ☐ ☒ 

  
10. Permits (Check all permits that may be required)  
 

 ☐Corps Nationwide ☐CUP/Consistency Determination ☐LA Scenic Stream 

 ☐Corps Section 404/10 ☐USCG Bridge  ☐LDEQ WQC 

 ☐Levee ☐USCG Navigational Lights ☐LPDES Storm Water 

  
11. Other (Use this space to explain or expand answers to questions above.)  
 

1Section 6(a) –The Expressway Park is located adjacent to the project and a portion of the park will be used 
as a staging area. There is a Joint Use Agreement in place between the State of Louisiana and BREC. 
Section 4(f) restrictions would not apply. The park is exempt per 23 CFR 774.11(h), Temporary Recreational 
Occupancy or Use of Highway Rights-of-Way. See Section 4(f) discussion in CE (Page 3) and JUA in 
Appendix F. 
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1Section 6(b) – Section 6(f) requirements would not apply to the DOTD owned ROW, used by BREC, under 
the JUA. See Section 6(f) discussion in CE (Page 3). 
 
2Section 7(a,b,c) - To determine if any standing structures, historic districts or previously recorded 
archaeological sites, listed, or eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) were 
located within or adjacent to the project area, a review of databases maintained by the Louisiana Divisions 
of Archaeology and Historic Preservation was conducted. There are several standing structures of unknown 
eligibility for the NRHP adjacent to the project. A No Adverse Effect Letter was sent to SHPO on August 3, 
2016. Concurrence was received on August 31, 2016. See Section 106 and Cultural Resources 
discussion in CE (Page 3) and SHPO Correspondence in Appendix B. 
 
3Section 8(a,b) -  The proposed drainage work will take place on the elevated portions of I-110 and will not 
affect jurisdictional wetlands or Other Waters of the U.S. The new downspouts will drain onto the ground 
below the elevated roadway. The discharge from these downspouts will flow into the existing subsurface 
storm drain structures. See Wetland and Other Waters discussion in CE (Page 5). 
 
4Section 8(g) – The Environmental Protection Agency indicated that the proposed project area is located 
on the Southern Hills Aquifer; however, the proposed construction activities should not have an adverse 
effect of the quality of the ground water underlying the project site. See the EPA SOV Response in 
Appendix A.  
 
5Section 8(j) – A Noise Analysis was performed on November 1, 2016 by the DOTD Environmental section. 
See Noise discussion in CE (Page 6) and the Noise Analysis in Appendix D. 
 
6Section 8(l) – See Air section of CE (Page 6) and the DEQ SOV response in Appendix A. 
 
7Section 9(b) - The proposed project is located adjacent to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church (Lat. 
30.437402, Long. -91.177329), Progressive Baptist Church (Lat. 30.437129, Long. -91.178976), New 
Prospect Missionary Baptist Church (Lat. 30.436016, Long -91.177049), and St. Francis Xavier School (Lat. 
30.437412, Long. -91.177056. However, the proposed construction activities will have no impact to these 
sites, as all work is within existing right-of-way and access will be maintained. 
 
8Section 9(d) – The percentage of minority and low income populations in the immediate project area is 
much higher than that of the Parish and the State. The proposed project will be constructed solely within the 
existing DOTD right-of-way. The ramp will provide the neighborhood with an alternative exit from southbound 
I-110 that will not require crossing multiple lanes. The project would not permanently limit accessibility to 
commercial or community facilities; divide an existing neighborhood or community; cause or contribute to 
changes in the character of an existing community; or result in a disruption of neighborhood cohesion. See 
Community Impacts section of CE (Page 4). 
 
9Section 9(k) – DOTD is coordinating with the City of Baton Rouge/Parish of East Baton Rouge, BREC, and 
the Downtown District Development (DDD) in order to accommodate bikes and pedestrians in the Downtown 
Greenway future plans. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 
 

☒ S.O.V. and Responses (Appendix A) ☐ Exhibits and/or Maps 

☐ Wetlands Finding     ☐ 4(f) Evaluation 

☒ Conceptual Layout (Appendix C)   ☐ Form AD 1006 (Farmlands) 

☐  Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan  ☒ 106 Documentation (Appendix B) 

☒ Noise Analysis (Appendix D)  ☒ Other: JUA Agreements, etc.. (Appendix E) 

☐ Air Analysis      

Preparer: Robin Aucoin Daigle 
Title:  Environmental Impact Specialist  
  DOTD Environmental Section 
Date:  February 16, 2017 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) is proposing to construct an exit ramp on 
the left hand side of Interstate 110 (I-110) southbound near Myrtle Street. The length of the project totals 
approximately 700 feet and extends from I-110 near Myrtle Street to Terrace Avenue. The new ramp would extend 
over Julia Street and touch ground to intersect with Terrace Avenue. The vertical clearance at Julia Street will be 
16 feet. The ramp would include one fifteen-foot wide travel lane with paved shoulders of six feet (outside) and four 
feet (inside). No additional right-of-way (ROW) will be required. See conceptual layout of ramp in Appendix C. 
 
The project site is located on Interstate I-110 in East Baton Rouge Parish in the City of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
The project limits extend from I-110, control section 450-92, at log mile 0.00 southward to log mile 0.321. The project 
is located within Section 51, Township 7S, Range 1W (Lat 30.43886, Long -91.17761) (See Figure 1). 
 
The project limits extend on southbound I-110 from its location over Myrtle Ave. /Myrtle Walk Street (“Myrtle Street”) 
down to Terrace Avenue. Land use in the vicinity includes churches, a park, a school, and single-family residences. 
The park located north of Myrtle Street includes a recreational area, green space, and football field, located within 
the interstate ROW under the existing structures. The recreational area, referred to as the Expressway Park, is 
maintained by the Parish entity, BREC, and includes a recreational center east of I-110 and north of Myrtle Street.   
 
During construction, traffic will be maintained using existing alignment with lane closures.  I-110 would remain open 
to through traffic at all times. No additional ROW will be required. The need for temporary construction servitudes 
are foreseen. Relocations are not anticipated. 
 

PURPOSE AND NEED 
 
Average Daily Traffic values for I-110 was approximately 92,556 vehicles per day (vpd) in 2014 and an anticipated 
approximately 117,197 vpd in 2032. The roadway is classed as an urban interstate.  
 
The purpose of the proposed project is to provide connectivity from I-110 SB to the Washington Street residential 
neighborhood. The improvements are needed to deter a weaving movement from I-110 SB to the existing I-10 EB 
Washington Street exit. 
 
The project will help alleviate the multi-lane merge required of southbound I-110 traffic exiting at Washington Street. 
Traffic studies showed that 80-85% of the traffic using the Washington Street exit were coming from I-110 as 
opposed to I-10. The Washington Street exit is the first exit available after I-110 /I-10 merge. This maneuver during 
peak times interrupts flow on the mainline at a point where two interstates merge.  
 
East Baton Rouge Parish, located east of the Mississippi River, has experienced and continues to experience 
substantial commercial and residential growth. Accompanying this growth is a corresponding increase in the volume 
of vehicles utilizing the interstate system. Congestion along the I-110 and I-10 in this area is being evaluated as 
part of a larger more complex study. The proposed Terrace Avenue exit will not interfere or conflict with the options 
being studied for improving congestion and travel times along the I-110 and I-10 corridor. The Terrace Avenue exit 
ramp will not preclude any of the alternatives that are currently being studied in the larger I-110/I-10 corridor study.  

 

ALTERNATIVES 
 
There are two alternatives for the proposed project, the proposed Build Alternative and the No Build Alternative. 
The Build Alternative would provide the neighborhood an additional exit point on I-110. The proposed exit ramp for 
southbound I-110 traffic would be constructed within the existing ROW between existing I-110 elevated structures. 
The Build Alternative would eliminate the need to access the neighborhood from southbound I-110 via the I-10 
Washington Street exit which requires a quick maneuver crossing multiple lanes immediate following the merger of 
the two interstate systems.  
 
Under the No Build Alternative, the proposed exit ramp will not be constructed. The situation would remain as is 
with southbound I-110 traffic crossing two lanes to use the existing Washington Street exit ramp on I-10 to access 
the neighborhood. The No Build alternative does not meet the project’s purpose and need.  
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Figure 1: Location Map 
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IMPACTS 

Right-of-Way 

 
The proposed project will be constructed entirely within the existing I-110 ROW and will not require the acquisition 
or relocation of any residence or commercial use. Currently, the City of Baton Rouge has a Joint Use Agreement 
(JUA) with the DOTD for parking areas under I-110 and I-10 within existing ROW from Myrtle Street to Washington 
Street (see Appendix E). The parking lot south of Myrtle Street is used by the adjacent St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church and School. The proposed ramp will cross over the parking lots. The parking lots will be used as staging 
areas during construction, but will resume their function as parking lots once construction has been completed. St. 
Francis Xavier Church has been made aware of the impacts (see Appendix E). There is a JUA with a local business 
for parking within ROW south of Myrtle adjacent to 10th Street. This area is unaffected by the proposed exit ramp.  
 
BREC has a JUA with DOTD for Expressway Park (see Appendix E) which is located within existing interstate 
ROW outside the project area. The proposed exit ramp begins at I-110 above Myrtle Street and traverses south to 
end at Terrace Avenue. The Park’s southern boundary is the north ROW line of Myrtle Street. DOTD held a meeting 
with BREC on October 13, 2016 and discussed and agreed on the use of the football field as a staging area for an 
estimated duration of 1 year during construction (see Appendix E). There will be a stipulation in the contract 
for the contractor to restore the portion of BREC’s Expressway Park used during construction to the same 
or better condition than prior to construction. DOTD will also work together with BREC on the lighting for 
the football field and the bridge. The removal of the lighting during construction and replacement after 
construction will be handled by BREC or with a pay item in the plans.   
 
The Joint Use Agreement holders within the affected area were notified and we received verification of receipt of 
the letter via email (see Appendix E).  
 
The existing JUA agreements will be amended per temporary construction agreements. Subject to the unconditional 
right of DOTD to use the following land and/or premises for highway construction and/or other transportation 
purposes which will be needed for construction of the planned I-110 Interchange Modification at Terrace CE, and 
subject to the approval of the Federal Highway Administration, the DOTD is working on Amendments to the 
Agreements and/or Joint-Use Agreements as follows: 
 

1. BREC JUA #4: The Agreement dated the 28th day of September, 1970, and the Amended Joint-Use 

Agreement dated May 21, 1979, entered into between the Department of Transportation and Development, 

hereinafter referred to as the Department and BREC Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of 

East Baton Rouge, hereinafter referred to as BREC, whereby the Department allowed BREC to use the 

land and airspace of a portion of the right of way of I-10 and I-110 between Maximillian Street and East 

Boulevard as a recreation park; and 

 
2. City of Baton Rouge JUA #33: The Agreement dated the 21st day of August, 1979, entered into between 

the Department of Transportation and Development, hereinafter referred to as the Department and City of 

Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, hereinafter referred to as City, whereby the Department 

allowed City to use the land and airspace of a portion of the right of way of I-10 between and/or in the 

vicinity of Myrtle Street and Washington Street as parking lots. 

 
Outdoor advertising signs are all located on private property. Because there are no plans to purchase additional 
right of way to complete this project, there will not be any issues with billboards. 
 

Wetland Reserve Program 
This project is not located within a wetland reserve program area. 

 
Prime Farmland 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), through its SOV response dated August 4, 2016, stated that 
the proposed construction is within an urban area and will not impact prime farmland, and therefore is exempt from 
the rules and regulations of the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) – Subtitle I of Title XV, Section 1539-1549.    
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Section 4(f)/Section 6(f) Properties  

 
Section 4(f)/Section 6(f) Properties 
Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 303) requires the Department of Transportation to 
avoid public parks, recreation areas, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic sites unless there is no prudent 
and feasible alternative to such use and all practical measures to minimize harm to the area have been included in 
the project. A JUA renewal dated May 21, 1979 was entered into between DOTD, signed by Assistant Secretary 
Ms. Loretta Blanchard, and BREC, signed by the Superintendent Mr. Eugene A. Young. It authorizes the use of the 
land and airspace of Interstates I-10 and I-110 bounded on the north by the beginning of the elevated portion of I-
110, to the south by the north right of way of Myrtle Street, to the east by the east right of way and an extension 
thereof of South 11th Street, and to the west by the east right of way of Maximillian Street. According to the JUA 
renewal (see Appendix E), The Department authorizes BREC to use the land until the Department notifies BREC 
that its use must be modified or terminated to accommodate the construction, maintenance or use of the highway 
facility. The park is exempt per 23 CFR 774.11(h), Temporary Recreational Occupancy or Use of Highway Rights-
of-Way. Therefore, no 4(f) properties will be impacted by the proposed project.   
 
Section 6(f) refers to parks that receive funding through the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (916 U.S.C. 
4601-4 to 4601-11). Properties acquired or developed under this act cannot be converted to uses other than public 
outdoor recreation areas without the approval of the Secretary of the Interior.  BREC’s Expressway Park received 
funding from LWCF funds during the original JUA from 1970. That lease has since expired (see Appendix B). 
LWCF funds are no longer granted to leased properties and the 6(f) requirements no longer apply to the present 
renewed JUA. No 6(f) properties will be impacted by the proposed project. 
 
 
 

Section 106 and Cultural Resources  

 
Cultural Resources 
The proposed project’s Area of Potential Effects (APE) is the built landscape of the interstate. Development within 
the APE consists of roadway structures and features required for the operation and maintenance of the Interstate 
(e.g. roadway, lighting, drainage features.) DOTD staff consulted the GIS database maintained by the Louisiana 
Divisions of Historic Preservation and Archaeology to determine if any historic properties, including archaeological 
sites or standing structures eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) are located 
within or adjacent to the project APE. There were no previously recorded historic districts or archaeological sites 
within the APE of the proposed project corridor. A Phase I archaeological survey (22-2329), conducted by 
Panamerican Consultants, Inc. in 2000, for a proposed fiber optic route, extended the length of the APE along I-
110. The survey consisted of a background/literature search, an inspection of the corridor, a site file check and a 
sensitivity assessment as well as site monitoring. As a result of this survey the Louisiana Division of Archaeology 
(LADOA) recommended no further field investigations since the proposed fiber optic route runs through existing 
Interstate ROW.  
 
Several previously identified standing structures are located within the indirect APE. Due to the location of these 
sites to the existing Interstate, we do not anticipate any impact from the proposed ramp because it would be visually 
indistinguishable from the existing I-110. 
 
DOTD cultural resource staff and FHWA have determined that the proposed interchange modification project would 
have no adverse effect to any historic property. The SHPO concurred with this determination on August 27, 2016. 
Concurrence correspondence with the SHPO is included within Appendix B.    
 
The Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, through their SOV response dated August 23, 2016, stated that the tribe 
maintains ancestral associations throughout Louisiana, however no impacts to cultural assets of the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe of Texas are anticipated in conjunction with this project proposal. They did request to be informed 
immediately of the inadvertent discovery of human remains and/or archaeological artifacts and that work in the 
vicinity of the discovery should be halted while appropriate authorities, and the Tribe, are notified.   
 
The Choctaw Nation Historic Preservation Department, through their SOV response dated October 13, 2016, 
concurred with the finding of “no historic properties affected”.  However, they ask that work be stopped and their 
office contacted immediately in the event that Native American artifacts or human remains are encountered. 
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The Muscogee (Creek) Nation, through their SOV response September 23, 2016, concurred that there should be 
no effects to any known historic properties and that work should proceed as planned.  However, as the project is 
located in an area that is of general historic interest to the Tribe, they request that work be stopped and their office 
contacted immediately if any Native American cultural materials are encountered.  This stipulation should be 
placed on the construction plans to insure contractors are aware of it.  
 

Community Impacts 

 
Executive Order 12898 directs Federal agencies to take the appropriate and necessary steps to identify and address 
disproportionately high and adverse effects of Federal projects on the health or environment of minority and low-
income populations to the greatest extent practicable and permitted by law. 
 
A review of the race and ethnicity data for the census blocks abutting the Interstate within the project area was 
conducted to determine if any minority group(s) would be disproportionately affected by impacts associated with 
the proposed project.  Approximately 96 percent of the population in the Census Block (220330022002) covering 
this portion of the Interstate is minority. The percentage of minority population in East Baton Rouge Parish and the 
State is 9 and 40 percent, respectively. The median household income in the project area is low. Low-income is a 
population whose median household income is at or below the Department of Health and Human Services poverty 
guidelines. The percentage of low-income population for this census block is 98 percent compared to the State 
average of 39 percent. The percentage of minority and low-income populations in the immediate project area is 
much higher than that of the Parish and the State. The direct effects of the ramp project, both beneficial and adverse, 
fall upon a minority and low-income population.  
 
The proposed project will be constructed solely within the existing DOTD ROW. The exit ramp will provide the 
neighborhood with an alternative exit from southbound I-110 that will not require merging across multiple lanes. The 
project would not divide an existing neighborhood or community; cause or contribute to changes in the character of 
an existing community; or result in a disruption of neighborhood cohesion.  
 
Short-term adverse impacts, such as construction noise, possible traffic delay, and temporary increase in emissions 
of air pollutants during construction are anticipated. Accessibility of community activities may be limited during 
construction due to the staging areas necessary to complete the project (see commitments). These areas 
specifically include the football field at Expressway Park and the shared parking lot adjacent to St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church which are under I-110 within the DOTD ROW.  
 
Over time as drivers become aware of the improved access, residences along Washington Street would see a 
decrease in traffic as southbound traffic on I-110 begin to use the proposed exit. Conversely, the residences along 
Terrace Avenue would see an increase in traffic as the terminus for the proposed exit ramp is located at Terrace 
Avenue. Travel patterns within the neighborhood will shift as drivers use the proposed exit ramp at Terrace Avenue 
rather than at Washington Street to access the neighborhood. 
 
As a measure of outreach and coordination with the community, DOTD mailed SOV and Public Meeting memos to 
the residents of the neighborhood. The Public Meeting was held within the community at the Dr. Leo S. Butler 
Community Center. A transcript of the Public Meeting is provided as Appendix F. 
 

Natural Environment 
 

Wetlands & Other Waters 
The Department of the Army, New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers, through its SOV response dated September 
21, 2016, stated that a Department of the Army permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will not be required. 
Any changes or modifications to the proposed project will require a revised determination. The Jurisdictional 
Determination can be found in Appendix B. 
 
The proposed drainage work will take place on the elevated portions of I-110 and will not affect jurisdictional 
wetlands or Other Waters of the U.S. The new downspouts will drain onto the ground below the elevated roadway. 
The discharge from these downspouts will flow into the existing subsurface storm drain structures. 
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Threatened/Endangered Species 
Upon completion of the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Louisiana Ecological Services Office ESA Technical 
Assistance form on August 8, 2016, USFWS provided the following statements regarding the project: the proposed 
project will have no effect on federally listed threatened or endangered species; nor is there proposed or designated 
critical habitat present within this Parish. Therefore, a “no effect” conclusion is appropriate.   
 
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), Habitat Section of the Coastal & Nongame Resources 
Division, through its SOV response dated August 26, 2016, stated that no impacts to rare, threatened, or 
endangered species or critical habitats are anticipated for the proposed project.  No state or federal parks, wildlife 
refuges, scenic streams, or wildlife management areas are known at the specified site within Louisiana’s 
boundaries.  

 
Floodplain 
FEMA, through its SOV response dated August 9, 2016, requested that the communities’ floodplain administrators’ 
be contacted for the review and possible permit requirements for this project.  
 
The East Baton Rouge Parish Floodplain Administrator indicated via email on November 2, 2016, that the proposed 
construction will not have an adverse impact on the existing flood plain or environment provided the improvements 
and all associated drainage structures are properly engineered. They ask that the Specifications for the project 
prohibit the placement of excavated material from the project area onto any FEMA-recognized Special Flood 
Hazard Area (SFHA) within East Baton Rouge Parish. 
  

Coastal Zone Management Area 
The proposed project is located outside of the Louisiana Coastal Zone Management Area.    

 
Coastal Barrier Resources Area 
The proposed project is not located within a Coastal Barrier Resources area.    

 
Sole Source Aquifer 
The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), through its SOV response dated August 23, 2016, concluded that 
the project is located on the Southern Hills aquifer system, which has been designated a sole source aquifer (SSA) 
by the EPA. Based on the information provided for the project, the project, as proposed, should not have an adverse 
effect on the quality of the ground water underlying the project site. 

 
Scenic Rivers/Streams 
There are no scenic streams located within the proposed project area.   

Physical Environment  

Noise 
For the proposed project, the addition of the exit ramp will be within the existing ROW between two existing elevated 
roadway structures. A noise study was performed to establish the magnitude of the potential impact on the ambient 
levels from existing and future traffic noise from the exit ramp.  Land usage along the project area consists of a mix of 
commercial, residential, and unused properties. There are housing communities on either side of the interstate in 
addition to stand alone dwellings, a variety of businesses, and unused plots. All units were included in the study. 
Activity categories for this project are B, C, and E. Residential areas were categorized as Activity Category B, while 
the park and church properties were categorized as Category C, and unused lands were categorized Category E. 
Traffic noise impacts occur when the predicted traffic noise levels equal or exceed the DOTD Noise Abatement Criteria 
(see Table 1 in Appendix D), or when the predicted traffic noise levels exceed the existing noise levels by 10 decibels 
(dBA). To identify potential noise impacts associated with the proposed project, a Noise Impact and Abatement Study 
was prepared. This study is included as Appendix D.  

The Noise Analysis concluded that commercial and residential receivers will be impacted by noise; however, there 
were no barriers that were feasible or reasonable for this project. A noise wall is not recommended. The Terrace St. 
exit ramp will not generate noticeable noise impacts in comparison to mainline I-10 and I-110. The interstates are the 
dominant noise sources in the area. Construction noise generated as a result of the proposed project will cause 
temporary impacts to the sensitive receivers. The contractor will minimize noise impacts by adhering to the 
abatement measures stated in Section 107.14 (Environmental Protection) of the Louisiana Standard 
Specifications for Roads and Bridges, 2006 edition. 
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Air 
East Baton Rouge Parish is currently classified as a non-attainment area, however the proposed project will have 
no impact to the Ambient Air Quality. The project is included in the State Transportation Improvement Program 
(STIP). An Air Conformity Analysis was prepared to demonstrate that the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area 2037 
Transportation Plan and Transportation Improvement Program (2013-2017) conform to the State Implementation 
Plan (SIP).  The Air Conformity Analysis was approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in July of 2013. The proposed project is being processed as a 
Categorical Exclusion. Capacity will not be added to the current roadway within an urbanized area; therefore, an air 
analysis is not required. 
 

Oil, Gas, and Water Wells 
The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR), Office of Conservation, through its SOV response dated 
August 31, 2016, stated that a review of their records indicates there are no oil, gas or injection wells located in the 
project area. In addition, the LDNR water well database indicates no registered water wells located in the vicinity of 
the project area. However, unregistered water wells may be located in the area. 
 

Water 
The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ), through its SOV response dated September 12, 2016, 
has no objections to the project. 
 
No SOV response has been received to date from the US Geological Survey.   

 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
A Phase 1 ESA was not conducted for this site. There are no indications that the developments pose environmental 
threats. No Underground Storage Tanks or cause for environmental concern are present at this site. 

 
Construction Impacts 
Short-term impacts, such as construction noise, possible traffic delay, and temporary increase in emissions of air 
pollutants during construction are anticipated. The project area is located in an urbanized area. Passage through 
the project site will be maintained during project-related activities.  
 
Pursuant to Section 107.14 of the Louisiana Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges (Environmental 
Protection,) the contractor will be required to comply with all applicable federal, State, and local laws and regulations 
controlling air, noise, and water pollution. Adherence to these standard requirements will ensure no adverse 
construction-related impacts would result from the proposed project.  

 

COMMENTS AND COORDINATION 
 
Early in the planning stage, SOV data were sent to all appropriate federal, state, and local agencies and officials on 
July 27, 2016 in order to identify possible adverse social, economic, or environmental effects of the proposed 
highway location and/or design. No adverse or negative comments were received. Additional responses were 
received from Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Capital Area Ground Water Conservation District,City 
of Baton Rouge (Office of Planning Commission). Copies of the SOV letter, description, map, mailing list, and all 
responses are included in Appendix A (the highlighted portion of the SOV mailing list represents duplicates). 

 
A Public Meeting was held on October 19, 2016 at the Dr. Leo S. Butler Community Center. The general 
concerns identified by the public were: additional traffic on Terrace Avenue, requested traffic signals and speed 
bumps on Terrace Avenue, the projects impact on the Expressway Park and the Baton Rouge Downtown 
Greenway shared use path. DOTD responded to comments with supportive data where applicable and website 
information for further research on projects of concern outside of the current project area. A transcript of the 
Public Meeting is provided as Appendix F. DOTD responses to the comments are included in the transcript.  
 

REFERENCES AND WEB ADDRESSES 
   
EPA’s NEPAssist: https://www.epa.gov/nepa/nepassist 
EPA’s EJ Tool: https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen 
SHPO’s database: http://crt-esri.crt.state.la.us/archweb_1/index.html  
Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges: 
http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Standard_Specifications/Pages/default.aspx 

https://www.epa.gov/nepa/nepassist
https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
http://crt-esri.crt.state.la.us/archweb_1/index.html
http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Standard_Specifications/Pages/default.aspx
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Additional Agency Coordination: 

 

FHWA CE Classification 

 

Cultural Resources 

 

Jurisdictional Determination 

 

Tribal Correspondence 
 

 

Office of State Parks / National Parks 
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Open House Public Meeting Notice 

 

  



 

 

  

OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING 
STATE & FEDERAL PROJECT NO. H.010206 

LA 3132 at LA 523: EXTEND CONTROL OF ACCESS  
CADDO PARISH 

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) is conducting an open house public 
meeting for the proposed extension of control of access along LA 523 at the LA 3132 connection in Shreveport. 
The proposed project would consist of increasing the safety of the existing interchange by assuring that no 
new driveways, roads, or other access points are allowed within a safer distance from the existing and 
proposed future LA 3132 ramps, and by moving and/or rerouting existing roadways and driveways along LA 
523 in the interchange area.  
 
The purpose of this meeting is to provide information about the project and to obtain input from interested 
parties. Representatives from LADOTD will be available to answer questions and discuss issues related to the 
project. A continuous presentation will be shown describing the project. Verbal comments can be recorded 
and written comments on the projects can be submitted at the meeting. Comments can also be mailed to the 
LADOTD address shown below, postmarked by June 27, 2016, to be included in the transcript of this meeting. 
The public meeting will be held o 
 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Shreve Memorial Library, Hamilton / South Caddo Branch 
2111 Bert Kouns Industrial Loop, Shreveport 

Should you require special assistance due to a disability to participate in this public meeting, please contact 
LADOTD by mail at the address shown below, or by telephone at 225.242.4514, at least five working days 
prior to the meeting. 

LADOTD, Environmental Section 28 
P.O. Box 94245 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245 
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Open House Public Meeting Handout 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

STATE PROJECT NO. H.012422 
I-110: INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION @ TERRACE 

I-110 
EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH, LOUISIANA 

 
Dr. Leo S. Butler Community Center  

950 E. Washington St. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

October 19, 2016 
3:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

 
Thank you for attending this Open House Public Meeting for the proposed I-110: INTERCHANGE 
MODIFICATION @ TERRACE project. In this handout you will find information about the proposed 
project, including a preliminary project description, a typical section, and a location map. Also 
included is a comment form.  

Project team members are stationed throughout the room to discuss the project and answer 
your questions. These individuals are easily identified by their name tags. Please take this 
opportunity to discuss the project with team members. There will be no formal presentation.  

As you enter the meeting, you will see four stations:  

Station 1:  Sign-in Table  
At this station, there are sign-in sheets for General Public, Elected and Other Officials, Agency 
Personnel, and News Media. Please sign in on the appropriate sheet.  

Station 2:  Continuous PowerPoint Presentation (in the Community Room) 
This short presentation will provide an overview of the proposed I-110: INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION @ 
TERRACE. The presentation will re-start automatically after a one-minute intermission.  The continuous 
PowerPoint presentation and the exhibits shown tonight are available on the DOTD website 
at: http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/home.aspx?key=100 
 
Station 3:  Exhibits (in the Cafeteria)  
This station will consist of a series of maps that illustrate the potential limits of construction 
super-imposed over aerial photographs.  
 
 
 

I-110: INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION @ TERRACE 
OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING 



 
 

Station 4: Comment Table (in the Cafeteria)  
At this station, comments can be made verbally or in writing. A tape recorder is available at this 
table for verbal comments. The last page of this handout is a comment form that you may use. 
Comments can be turned in during this meeting or mailed to the address on the back of the form. 
Additional comment forms are also available to be taken with you. Please note that comments 
mailed after this meeting must be postmarked no later than October 31, 2016 to be included 
as part of the meeting transcript.  

We hope you will take advantage of this opportunity to provide input on the proposed I-110: 
INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION @ TERRACE project. Thank you for attending this meeting and for 
providing input.  

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) proposes to construct 
an exit ramp on the left hand side of I-110 southbound in Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish. 
Construction of the ramp would begin on I-110 over Myrtle Avenue, extend over Julia Street, to 
intersect with Terrace Avenue.  

The proposed project would be located on southbound I-110 from its location over Myrtle Ave. 
/Myrtle Walk Street down to Terrace Avenue (see attached map).  The ramp will consist of a 15-
foot wide travel lane with a 6-foot outside paved shoulder and a 4-foot inside paved shoulder. 
Approximately 100 feet of new roadway is to be added. The existing raised median on Terrace 
will be removed and a turn lane added. Additional work includes replacing a portion of the barrier 
rail on I-110 and installing traffic signage.       

During construction, traffic will be maintained using existing alignment with lane closures.  I-110 
would remain open to through traffic at all times. No additional right-of-way (ROW) will be 
required.  Temporary construction servitudes are foreseen. Relocations are not anticipated. The 
project is approximately 0.321 mile in length. 

 
PURPOSE AND NEED  

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide connectivity from I-110 SB to the Washington 
Street residential neighborhoods. The improvements are needed to deter a weaving movement 
from I-110 SB to the existing I-10 EB Washington Street exit. 



 
 

 

 
 

Figure 1: I-110 Proposed Ramp Typical Section 



 
 

 
Figure 2: Project Vicinity Map.   



 
 

 

 

 

 

STATE PROJECT NO. H.012422 
I-110: INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION @ TERRACE 

I-110 
EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH, LOUISIANA 

 
Please provide your comments below regarding the project, the alternative being considered, and the issues 
that the Project Team should evaluate for this study.  When complete, please return this form to Station 4 – 
Comment Table.  To mail, fold the form in half with the address showing on the outside and seal. Comments 
received tonight or post marked by October 31, 2016 will become part of the transcript of this meeting.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     NAME:  ________________________________________________  

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________ 

                    ________________________________________________ 

               

I-110: INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION @ TERRACE 
OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING 

OCTOBER 19, 2016 
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Power Point Presentation Shown at 

Meeting 
  



Open House Public Meeting for

I-110: INTERCHANGE 
MODIFICATION @ TERRACE

State Project No. H.012422

East Baton Rouge Parish

October 19, 2016
3:30-6:30 pm



Objective of Public Meeting

 Provide information about the proposed project

 Solicit comments about the project from the public and
other interested parties



Project Location



Project Description

 Construct an exit ramp on the left side of I-110 @ Terrace
Avenue

 Remove raised median on Terrace Avenue

 Add turn lane on Terrace Avenue

 Replace a portion of the barrier rail on I-110

 Install traffic signage

 NO additional right-of-way is required



Project Purpose and Need

 Provide connectivity from I-110 southbound to the
Washington Street residential neighborhoods

 To deter a weaving movement from I-110 southbound to
the existing I-10 eastbound Washington Street exit



CONGESTION/CONTRIBUTING FACTORS

 Congestion at merge of I-110 south and I-10 east – high traffic volumes at
peak times

 Contributing factors include:

 High traffic volumes from two Interstates merging

 Configuration of lanes create turbulent weaving movements

 Travelers in the right lane of I-10 must exit Washington Street, making
the right lane a merge lane for I-10 East through traffic.

 A traveler on I-110 South wanting to exit at Washington Street must
weave through a minimum of two lanes.



WEAVING MOVEMENT EXAMPLE



IMPROVE TRAFFIC FLOW

 The proposed project grew out of an I-10 corridor study to identify congestion
points and their causes, and develop reasonable solutions to address them.

 The improvements will:

 provide for a relatively low-cost operational solution that does not add highway
capacity, while contributing to system-wide traffic flow stability

 reduce bottlenecks and geometric constraints on the interstate system

 deter weaving on I-110 SB in the area of I-10 EB entrance-ramp to Washington
Street. The existing congestion slows all the SB traffic because of the heavy lane
changes in the area.



CONNECTIVITY TO RESIDENTIAL 
NEIGHBORHOODS

 The proposed ramp at Terrace Avenue would provide improved local
circulation and connectivity within the Old South Baton Rouge community.

 The proposed ramp will improve local access to homes in the area and give
additional options for local traffic to exit the interstate.

 Alternative routes from the proposed exit ramp at Terrace Avenue to
Washington Street include Thomas H. Delpit Drive and Braddock Street on the
west-side of I-110 and Fannie Street on the east-side of I-110.



CONCEPTUAL LAYOUT



Typical Section of Ramp



Typical Section/Layout of Terrace Ave.



How You Can Help

 Sign-in tonight and review all materials.

 Speak with a team member about your property location
and concerns.

 Provide us with your written or recorded comments.



Why Comment?

 Community Concerns and 
preferences are factors that are 
considered

 All comments must be considered 
in the Environmental Process

 We need to know if there are any 
remaining resolvable issues or 
opportunities with the project



This is the end of the presentation.

Thank you for you time. Please visit 
the remaining stations to view the 
exhibits and provide comments.



Welcome

The presentation will be repeated 
throughout tonight’s meeting and 

will begin shortly.
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Transcript of Verbal Comments  
 

Charles Liner: My name is Charles Liner. I am very deeply concerned in regards 

to the exit   for Washington Street. It causes a lot of accidents. The way it is now 

we got to cross over two lanes to get to the exit once we on it, we don’t see it in 

time before, an accident can occur. That Washington exit need to be plenty 

marked and it need to be able to get to a lot quicker than the way it is now.  With 

that being done, you will avoid fatal accidents and also fatal deaths. Thank you 

and please take this into consideration.
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Written Comments  
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DOTD Responses to Comments 
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DOTD Responses to Comments: 

1. Charles Liner:  
The proposed exit at Terrace Avenue is a stand-alone project, however alternatives 
to revamp the Washington Street exit have been narrowed down in the greater I-10 
corridor improvement study. These concepts were presented to the public at three 
public meetings in 2016. You can find more info at http://i10br.com/ . 
 

2. Cleo Davis:  
The operational and safety analysis that was conducted for this project shows the 
local roadway on Terrace Avenue and the surrounding network is able to adequately 
handle the additional traffic that will use the new connection. We will share your 
concern about drivers not stopping at stop signs and for school buses, as well as your 
question about speed bumps to EBR city/parish as they own and maintain Terrace 
Ave. 
 

3. Regina Latimore:  
The operational and safety analysis that was conducted for this project shows the 
local roadway on Terrace Avenue and the surrounding network is able to adequately 
handle the additional traffic that will use the new connection. We will share your 
concerns regarding speed bumps and your concerns for a traffic signal at Eddie 
Robinson and Terrace to EBR city/parish as they own and maintain Terrace Ave. and 
Eddie Robinson. 
 

4. Kathy Stites: 
DDD will submit a Joint Use Agreement application for the Downtown Greenway 
shared use path in the area of the proposed exit ramp, at a later date closer to the 
completion of the ramp construction. DOTD will contact DDD after submittal and 
review.   

5. James Taylor: 
Thank you for your comments on the project. We appreciate your input. 

6. Lauren Picon: 
Thank you for your comment on the project. We appreciate your input. 

7. Anonymous: 
Thank you for your comment on the project. We appreciate your input. 
 

8. Michele Deshotels: 
The I-10 eastbound entrance ramp from S. 10th St. is currently striped as a tapered 
acceleration lane and is consistent with the lane geometry within this area of the 
interstate. Due to the physical constraint on this particular elevated roadway, the 
parallel acceleration lane geometry would not be feasible.  
 
 

http://i10br.com/
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9. Councilwoman Tara Wicker: 
In order to keep the I-110 open during construction, the Expressway Park will need 
to be used as a staging area and construction zone during the completion of the 
barrier rail work. DOTD held a meeting with BREC on October 13, 2016 and agreed 
on the use of the football field as a staging area and construction zone for an estimated 
duration of 1 year during construction. There will be a stipulation in the contract for 
the contractor to restore the portion of BREC’s Expressway Park used during 
construction to the same or better condition than prior to construction. DOTD will 
also work together with BREC on the lighting for the football field and the bridge. The 
removal of the lighting during construction and replacement after construction will 
be handled by BREC or with a pay item in the plans. DOTD is committed to working 
with BREC before, during, and after construction in order to minimize impacts. 
 

10.  Doug Moore:  
DDD will submit a Joint Use Agreement application for the Downtown Greenway 
shared use path in the area of the proposed exit ramp, at a later date closer to the 
completion of the ramp construction. DOTD will contact DDD after submittal and 
review. We will share your concerns regarding pedestrians and cyclists to EBR 
city/parish as they own and maintain Terrace Ave. There will be a Public Meeting for 
the railroad closure project you referenced in the near future. Please check the DOTD 
website for updates (http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/). 

 
 

 

http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/
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